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Goregaon Sports Club says-
‘NO ENTRY’- TO THE PUBLIC

“Club out to grab playground worth Rs. 200 crores”
By ACROSS STATE

Team

The landmark
Goregaon Sports Club at
Malad  West is in the news
for barring the entry of
common public to the
sprawling six acre of rec-
reation ground and also
carrying out illegal con-
structions, according to a
complaint filed by Ajay
Vichare, the District Vice
President of Nationalist
Congress Party.

According to the
complainant the
Goregaon Sports Club
has illegally occupied
the six acre huge plot
which was originally
meant to be used as a rec-
reation ground for the
general public from sun-

rise to sunset. While giving
permission for construction
of the club, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation had made it
explicitly clear that no
member of the general pub-

lic should be barred from
using the recreation ground
from sunrise to sunset and
any violations of its order
would invoke legal provi-
sions on the club manage-
ment.

The complainant have
told the ACROSS STATE
that they have lodged writ-
ten complaints to the P
North Ward officials from
MCGM and Building Pro-
posal Department,

Kandivali East vide two
separate letters on July 17
and August 1 and it has
fallen on their deaf ears.
Now they have threatened
to move the office of
Lokayukta asking for its in-
tervention in the matter as
they smell a rat in the entire
episode.

The complainants have
charged the local civic offi-
cials of being hand in glove
with the club management
and have asked for a thor-
ough probe into the entire
murky deal as the recreation
plot is said to be worth Rs
200 crore and maintained
that lot of money has ex-
changed hands to scuttle
any free and fair investiga-
tion into the controversial
issue of land grabbing and
other high handed actions.

The complainants
have further alleged that
a mock raid was con-
ducted at the controver-
sial club by the local au-
thorities and the demoli-
tion department of the
BMC who cared a dime
for the provisions and
violations of Develop-
ment Control Rules and
Regulations of MCGM as
the vested interests are at
play to hoodwink the
common people.  They fur-
ther charged that the club
takes huge amount of
money from its members
and makes it nearly impos-
sible for the local people
to avail of civic opportu-
nities which includes a day
long visit to the six acre
recreation ground.

Contd. on page 3

Shree Sai Kripa Society
faces public wrath

BMC serves
MRTP on
ASMI TOWERS
at  S V Road,
Goregaon (W)

By ACROSS STATE Correspondent

In the wake of not giving possession
to people after demolishing the Public
Toilet on S.V.Road, Opp: Ratna Hotel,
the Brihanmumbhai Municipal Corpo-
ration has woken up and have taken
MRTP the owner of Shree Sai Kripa Co-
op Hsg Society Ltd, bearing CTS No. 339
& 340, and situated Opp: Ratna Hotel on
S.V.Road, Goregaon (West), Mumbai
400104, the Municipal Corporation of

Greater Mumbai, P/South Ward, Opp:
City Center Mall, S.V.Road, Goregaon
(West) Mumbai 400104, has taken the
MRTP Act against the owner of Shree Sai
Kripa Co-op Hsg Soc Ltd., its Secretary –
Ajay Dedhia, and Architect  Vinayak
Lomate.

The owner while demolishing the
Public Toilet ensured that flats will be
given to people, but he has gone back on
his words. Repeated protests also proved
futile. Contd. on page 3
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Ambedkar memorial to be ready by 2020: CM
Mumbai: Chief Min-

ister Devendra Fadnavis
said on Friday the con-
struction of the memorial
to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in
Indu Mill compound will
be completed by April 14,
2020. The memorial site
is located near
Chaityabhoomi in Dadar.

 Fadnavis, who visited
the site with State Social
Justice Minister
Rajkumar Badole, said
the memorial is expected
to be visible from the
Bandra-Worli Sea Link.
“All permissions have
been obtained, and direc-
tions have been given to
concerned officials to
complete work in a time-
bound manner.” A presen-
tation on the plans and
construction timeline was
also made during the
visit. The memorial,
whose foundation stone

was laid by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in October
2015, is being built on a
12.5-acre plot. It will com-
prise a 350-foot statue of
Dr. Ambedkar, a library and
a replica of the historic

Chavdar pond in Raigad.
The Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Development Au-
thority, the nodal agency
executing the work, had
earlier said construction
firm Shapoorji Pallonji

would be building the me-
morial at an expected cost
of ?500 crore.

Political parties have
vied to take credit for the
memorial over the years,
with the BJP claiming fail-

ure by the earlier Congress-
led State government in
taking the project forward.
Its construction assumes
importance against the
backdrop of growing Dalit
anger against the BJP-led

Central government over
attempts to ‘dilute’ the
atrocities Act, and in-
stances of violence
against Dalits in the coun-
try. To mark Ambedkar
Jayanti, which falls on
Saturday, the BJP has
tasked its elected repre-
sentatives to travel to
more than 20,000 vil-
lages between April 14
and May 5, spend a night
in them and update resi-
dents on government
schemes. On April 18,
Modi is likely to visit the
house in London where
Dr. Ambedkar lived as a
student in the 1920s. The
three-storey residence
was recently acquired by
the Maharashtra govern-
ment for ?35 crore, and
will be converted into a
memorial. The PM is ex-
pected to be accompa-
nied by  Badole

BMC to rope in B-town celebs to win
over people to stop using plastic

At their initial step to-
wards the execution of the
plastic ban, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation’s (BMC) has
determined to collect the
existing plastic stored in
households following the
meager reaction received
by the collection bins
placed by the civic body at
several locations in the city.

To make it successful,
now the BMC has decided
to rope in Bollywood ce-
lebrities as brand ambassa-
dors for awareness cam-
paigns. In the wake of
Bombay High Court hav-
ing rejected to stay the ex-
ecution of the plastic ban,
the civic body , which is
the implementing agency
of the ban, is all set with a
plan of action.

According to Nidhi
Choudhary, Deputy Mu-
nicipal Commissioner,
there was a very poor re-
sponse from the public to-
wards deposition of plastic
in the collection bins. Even
though the government had
confirmed a ban on plastic
use, the public expected
people that the high court
may give a stay on the ban

or give some extension.
However now that the court
has ordered to implement
the ban by June 23, people
will charge to deposit the
plastic bags and bottles in
the collection bins stored
with them..

Choudhary further
added that the awareness is

essential and BMC is also
in discussions with celeb-
rities to join hands for the
awareness campaigns. In
view of their fan following,
it will prompt people to dis-
pose of plastic and use op-
tions. This is not the first
time that the civic body is
taking help of actors for

promotion. Actors like
Amitabh Bachchan, Akshay
Kumar and Salman Khan
had joined hands with the
civic body  for hygiene
drives.

For the removal, BMC
will start a helpline num-
ber where people can call
for collection vehicle. The
number may be introduced
next week where people
can also get locations of the
plastic collection bins.
There are at least 85 loca-
tions where collection bins
are placed which include
municipal markets and
SWM chowkis.

Plastic collection bins
installed at various loca-
tions also received poor re-
sponse.

Security upgraded for Uddhav, Aditya
Mumbai: The city police on Saturday

upgraded security provided to Shiv Sena execu-
tive president Uddhav Thackeray and his son
Aditya, after the State Intelligence Department
sent a recommendation to the effect.

Senior Mumbai Police officers confirmed that
Uddhav’s security had been upgraded from Z to Z
Plus, while Aditya, who earlier had X level
security, has now been given Y Plus level police
cover. “We received a report from the SID earlier

this week, which recommended that their security
be upgraded. We acted on the report and in-
structed the Protection and Security branch. The
upgraded security was brought into effect from
Saturday,” a Mumbai Police officer said. As per
the new security levels, Uddhav has been
provided a bulletproof vehicle and additional
personnel armed with MP5 submachine guns,
while Aditya has also been provided extra
security personnel.

Bharat is one as  all
Bharatiyas are one: RSS chief

Mumbai  : RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat said the
word 'India' is derived from
the river Indus, and sug-
gested the more inclusive
'Bharat' as an alternative
way of addressing the
country.

"India came from
Indus, is there Cauvery in
it? Isn't that in Bharat?
Bharat is one, all
Bharatiyas are one,"
Bhagwat said, speaking at

an event at
the BSE
here this
evening.

" E v e n
in English,
you can
w r i t e
'Bharatiya'.
Writing it
a s

'Bharatiya' does not vio-
late any rules of the lan-
guage, because there is no
translation of proper
nouns," he said.

To explain his point
about proper nouns,
Bhagwat said he is ad-
dressed as "Mohan" every-
where. "There is no transla-
tion possible for Mohan.
Wherever in the world I go,
I am Mohan, all of us are
Bharatiyas," he said.
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Shree Sai Kripa Society faces public wrath

Goregaon Sports Club says-
‘NO ENTRY’- TO THE PUBLIC

from page 1

Now after a series of news appearing
in a weekly Newspaper ;Across Mumbai’
(Marathi), the BMC officials have woken
up and have taken the MRTP against the
owner of the building for carrying out ir-
regularities that doesn’t conform to their
approval plan. .

The owner of the said Shree Sai Kripa
Co-op Hsg Society Ltd., has carried out
irregularities contrary to the part OCC
plans and last amended plans.

On the ground Floor in Shop No. 6, the
owner has constructed three cabins in the
shop area admeasuring 3.50mx7.90m,
whereas the area allotted for AHU at South
West is not according to the approved plan

The area allotted for AHU at the west
side doesn’t conform to the approved plan.
So as in Shop No. 5, the area allotted at
west side is also not according to the ap-
proved plan.

For shop No. five, the area so allotted
for AHU at west side doesn’t conform to
approved plan.  The area allotted for AHU
at west side too doesn’t conform to ap-
proved plan. The owner has constructed a
Mezzanine floor admeasuring 12.50 m in
total violation of the BMCprovisions.

Whereas in Shop No. 4, the area allot-
ted for AHU at west side doesn’t fall within
the ambit of civic laws pertaining to ap-
proved plan. b) The owner has constructed
a toilet admeasuring 1.2mx1.8m at west
corner of shop.

Similarly for shop allotted for

A1.2mx.8 mm in shop no. 3 doesn’t do
justice to the legal provisions of the ap-
proved plan

The area allotted for AHU at east side
doesn’t conform to the approved plan. is
not according to approved plan. b) The
toilet of size 1.2mx1.8m is constructed at
south-east corner of shop. C) The owner
has constructed a Mezzanine Floor admea-
suring 7.15m which is in excess to the ap-

proved plan. d) The wall which the owner
has constructed at north east side of AHU
at column does gross injustice to the ap-
proved plan.

Whereas in Shop No. 2, the area allot-
ted for AHU doesn’t conform for the ap-
proved plan. The owner has covered the
offset portion of the shop towards south
side which again doesn’t conform to the
approved plan.

The area allotted for AHU doesn’t con-
form to the approved plan. b) The owner
has covered the offset portion towards
south side of the shop are which also
doesn’t conform to the approved plan.

‘Moreover, the Flat Nos. CA1, CA2 and
CA3 built by the owner are not on site.
The opening for the car-lifts provided by
the owner on the second floor level is in
variation to the approved plan.

The owner has merged the voids at the
toilets into habitable area in Flat Nos:
CA1,.CA2 & CA3 and Office No. 7.

The owner has made changes in the
position of toilet in office No.7.

The owner has carried out some
changes in the position of Toilet in Office
No. 9.

The owner has merged the void at the
toilet into habitable area in office no.9
which has been converted into a clinic.
The Pantry and Toilet has been constructed
on South-East corner of office No. 9 and
internal partitions with full height are pro-
vided in Office No.0.

The owner of the said society has
merged the 1.00m wide niches into habit-
able areas of the flats on the 4th to 12th floor.

Again on the 4th to 12th Floor living room
is void and RCC band area beyond the
niche have been converted into balconies.
Then on the 4th floor to 12th floor, the owner
has converted the 1.20m wide elevation
feature in the form of flower bed into bal-
conies.

On the first, thirteenth to fifteenth floor,
the owner has amalgamated all the flats.
On the 1th floor, the toilet and bath in the
North-West area are merged into habitual
area. The RCC band in front of the Toilet
an Bath have been enclosed. The bedroom
and kitchen in South-East area of flat have
also been amalgamated.

Whereas half portion of the living
room has been converted into kitchen, the
remaining half portion has been amalgam-
ated in the living room of north-east flat
on 15th floor. Two toilets in the kitchen
and bedroom in south-east side of the flat
has been merged into habitual area on the
14th floor. Whereas on the 15th floor, the
toilet and bath are merged into habitual
area, the RCC band of the toilet and bath
has been enclosed. The niche area on the
first floor has been merged and windows
are provided at building line level.

The Editor-In-Chief, ACROSS
MUMBAI and ACROSS STATE has re-
peatedly carried the lackadaisical attitude
of the owner in the matter relating to cer-
tain irregularities carried by the owner of
the alleged  owner of the Sri Sai Kripa Co-
op Hsg Soc. Ltd. and after battling tooth
and nail with the civic body, at last the
authorities concerned have opened their
eyes to take action in the matter.

from page 1

The club management however
refuted all the allegations leveled
against it by the political leaders and
insisted that there is a ding dong battle
between the BJP and NCP leaders and
those who are unable to become the
office bearers of the Club are making
and hurling reckless and unsubstantiated
charges out of frustration.

Undaunted by these counter charges,
the NCP leader Ajay Vichare has threat-
ened to move the High Court to get his
grievances redressed and give justice to
the local people of Malad and Goregaon.

It is learnt that the club membership
amount runs into lakhs of rupees and
only the people from upper strata of
society could afford them.

The complainant has forwarded his
letters to the Municipal Commissioner,

Deputy Chief Engineer from Building
Proposal Department, Chief Engineer
from Development Plan, Director
General – Anti Corruption Department
and also personally delivered a com-
plaint letter to the office of state chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis.

The complainant has also specifi-
cally mentioned the ongoing construc-
tion of Poolside Restaurant which he
claims is totally illegal and contravenes
legal provisions of Development
Control. He has also questioned the
installations of floodlights on the
recreation ground apart from unautho-
rized constructions taking place all over
the Club with the connivance of
MCGM.

He further disclosed that the recre-
ation ground was allotted by the
Collector for the service of general
public of western suburbs and for some
strange reasons there is no board about

the same to inform the members of
general public, as if the playground is
the private property of elite class
running the elite club which is beyond
the reach of working class.

Vichare later told this paper that a
vague reply has been received by him on
the points raised by him from the office
of Ex, Eng, (B.P) ‘P’ Ward which among
other things talked about a visit to the
controversial site by the designated
officer from the BMC.

Interestingly, the MCGM vide its
letter issued from the office of Dy .Chief
Engineer at Kandivili to P North Ward
has admitted that encroachment had
taken place at the club’s A B and C wing
and also agreed with the complainant
that there is no board at the Club’s gate
to inform the general public about free
entry and use of recreation garden from
sunrise to sunset.

The letter from MCGM   has also

pleaded with the Designated Officer,
Sunil Barambhe to visit the site and re-
inspect the disputed place and take
suitable action against the guilty as per
the provisions of MMC\MRTP Act.

The letter further pointed out that it
has called for an explanation from
applicant and architect of the proposed
project and asked them to restore the
place to its original shape.  The MCGM
vide its letter has also asked the office of
Dy.Chief Engineer to reply to Ajay
Vichare, who is the complainant in this
connection.

The issue has reached its dead end as
there is no progress in the case according
to Ajay Vichare who has approached the
office of ACROSS STATE and has
forwarded all the correspondence and
documents for our perusal and investiga-
tions.   The photographic evidence is
there for everyone to see as this paper
hopes for fair probe.
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Delhi govt
cancels

appointment of
nine advisors

New Delhi : The Delhi govern-
ment today cancelled the appoint-
ment of nine advisors, including
the one to Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisoida, after the Union
Home Ministry said that these
posts were "not sanctioned". Ac-
cording to an order issued by Gen-
eral Administration Department of
the Delhi government, the MHA
had written in its letter that these
posts on which the appointees are
officiating are not in the list of
posts approved for the ministers
and the chief minister. "No prior
approval of the central government
has been taken for creation of said
posts on which these persons have
been appointed on co-terminus
basis," the order stated. Among the
nine advisors whose appointment
has been cancelled are Amardeep
Tiwari (media advisor to law min-
ister), Arunodya Prakash (media
advisor to deputy chief minister),
Raghav Chadha (advisor to fi-
nance minister), Atishi Marlena
(media advisor to deputy chief
minister).

Rights of SC/STs, minorities
absolutely safe under Modi govt: Naqvi

Rampur : The rights of
the backwards, SC/STs and
minorities are absolutely
safe under the Modi gov-
ernment, Union minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
saidhere.

Minority Affairs Minis-
ter Naqvi also said that
there was a war that was
on between those work-
ing with commitment to-
wards the nation's
progress and those having
a feudal mindset . He said
such a mindset would be
defeated by the Modi
government.

The rights of back-
wards, SC/STs, minorities
and other weaker sec-
tions are absolutely safe
and secure under the the
Modi government, Naqvi
was quoted as saying by
a statement from his of-
fice.

Hitting out at the op-
position parties, the min-
ister said that some out of

power people, with a mid-
night  poli t ical  con-
spiracy and legacy of cor-
ruption , were against the
development agenda.
Naqvi said the govern-
ment would not allow
such people to succeed.

The statement did not
elaborate on his  mid-
night  poli t ical  con-
spiracy remark, but i t
comes days after Con-
gress President Rahul
Gandhi led a midnight
march in the national
capital  to protest  the
Kathua and Unnao rape
cases.

Naqvi made the re-
marks while inaugurating
several developmental
works by the Rampur zila
panchayat.

The minister's com-
ments come in the wake
of Dalit organisations,
earlier this month, pro-
testing a Supreme Court
verdict which they said

had diluted some provi-
sions of the SC/ST act.

Naqvi claimed that
the government has done
record works for the
socio-economic-educa-
tional development of the
weaker sections of the so-
ciety during the last four
years.

Security and rights
given to SC/STs and mi-
norities in the Constitu-
tion of the country will not
be allowed to weaken in
any manner. Also, the gov-
ernment has taken mea-
sures to provide constitu-
tional security to the em-
powerment of the back-

ward classes, Naqvi said.
He accused the Con-

gress and its allies of work-
ing with a feudal mindset
at a time when the prime
minister was committed
towards inclusive growth.

The government will
not allow any disruptive,
divisive, undemocratic

and anti-development
politics to dominate our
commitment to inclusive
growth, he said.

Naqvi also al leged
that the opposition par-
ties were "unable to di-
gest" the nation's  al l
round progress.

Without naming any
party or person, he also
said that it was the "ne-
farious design" of some
vested interests to create
a rift in the country in the
name of religion, caste,
region and language.

Naqvi claimed that
some are engaged in a
"conspiracy" to disturb
the atmosphere of trust
and development created
by Modi among all sec-
tions of the society.

The prime minister is
a man of strong commit-
ment to inclusive growth.
Every negative act and con-
spiracy against the agenda
of development will be de-
feated, the minister said.

Shameful that cases like Kathua rape happen
even 70 years after independence: President
Katra : Condemning the

Kathua rape and murder case,
President Ram Nath Kovind on
Wednesday said that it is
shameful that such incidents
are taking place even 70 years
after Independence. "After 70
years of independence, such an
incident occurring in any part
of the country is shameful. We
have to think what kind of so-
ciety are we developing. It is
our responsibility to ensure
such a thing does not happen
to any girl or woman," Presi-
dent Kovind said on Wednes-

Sahib, new India."
There has been massive

uproar over the recent cases
of rapes in Kathua in Jammu
and Kashmir and Unnao in
Uttar Pradesh. An eight-year-
old girl child in Kathua in the
Jammu region, who belonged
to a nomadic Bakerwal com-
munity, had disappeared from
near her home in the forests
on January 10. A week later,
her body was found in the
same area, and medical exami-
nation pointed towards sexual
assault and torture. In Uttar

day.
The remark comes days af-

ter Prime Minister Narendra
Modi assured that no criminal
will be spared. "Our daughters
will get justice. Such inci-
dents shake our sensibilities,"
he added, in a series of tweets.
He further added, "I had the
courage to speak with the Red
Fort, question boys, not girls.
From family situations, social
values to the justice system –
we need to strengthen every-
thing. Only then will be able
to create the dream of Baba

Pradesh's Unnao, teen alleged
that she was raped by Sengar
and others at the MLA's resi-
dence on June 4, 2017, where
she had gone with a relative
seeking a job. Frustrated over
the inaction of law enforcement
agencies, the victim and her
family tried to set themselves
ablaze outside UP Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath's resi-
dence on April 8. The very next
day, her father died allegedly
in the jail with post-mortem sug-
gesting serious injuries on his
body.

In a veiled attack on the government,
Congress president Rahul Gandhi on
Wednesday said that no matter what at-
tempt is made to stall the development of
Amethi, no one can stop his Lok Sabha
constituency from becoming a world-class
education hub.

While addressing a public gathering
on Tuesday, the Congress chief said that
after about 10 to 15 years from now when
the name of California and Singapore will
be taken, people will also mention Amethi
in the same breath."After 10-15 years when

Amethi will
become

California and
Singapore in next

10 to 15 years:
Rahul Gandhi

people mention Singapore and California,
they will also mention Amethi in the same
breath," he said.

The Gandhi scion is on a three-day visit
to his parliamentary constituency Amethi.
On Monday, Rahul Gandhi hit out at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi while he was on a
visit to a school in Amethi. On being asked
about the implementation of laws in vil-
lages by school students in Amethi, the
Congress president had said that they
should ask the same to the Prime Minister
instead.
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15 dead, several injured as squall hits West Bengal
Kolkata : The

nor'wester that hit the city
and other districts yester-
day left 15 persons dead
and 50 others injured, the
police said today.

Of the 15, seven died in
the city, six in Howrah dis-
trict and one each in
Bankura and Hooghly dis-
tricts respectively, the po-
lice said.

Nearly 50 people were
injured in incidents of wall
collapse, uprooting of
trees and electrocution, the
police said.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has instructed the
chief secretary to look into
the situation and prepare a

report on the damage and
deaths caused by the
storm.

The disaster manage-
ment department has been
asked to send teams to af-

fected districts, state sec-
retariat officials said.

Among the seven casu-

alties in the city, an
autorickshaw driver and a
woman died when a tree fell
on the vehicle on Lenin
Sarani in central Kolkata,
the police said.

Two other passengers
of the autorickshaw suc-
cumbed to their injuries at
a hospital late last night.

Of the six deaths in
Howrah, four persons were
electrocuted after they
were struck by lightning in
Bali and Belur areas. One
death was reported from
Andul road when an elec-
tric pole fell on a person
who was riding a two-
wheeler. A death of a
woman has been reported

from Dumurjola area of
Howrah district, the police
said.

The nor'wester which
hit the city with a gale force
of 98 km per hour at around
7.42 pm yesterday up-
rooted 200 trees in 26
places of the city and dis-
rupted traffic, the police
said. Metro services were
disrupted for over two
hours from 7.50 pm.

Suburban train services
in Sealdah and Howrah di-
visions were affected as
overhead wires had
snapped. Departure and ar-
rival of some flights, too,
were delayed because of
gutsy wind.

Jadavpur University teachers
slam govt ‘plan to gag’ them

Jadavpur University
faculty members have ex-
pressed displeasure over a
plan to prevent teachers
from criticising the govern-
ment, especially in the me-
dia. A seven-member panel
set up on February 8 formu-
lated a 28-page draft West
Bengal Universities and
Colleges (Administration
and Regulations) Rules.

The rules bar them from
communicating official in-
formation without written
permission from the vice-
chancellor. It also bars them
from adversely criticising
state or central government
policies.

State education minis-
ter Partha Chatterjee said he
was not aware of these draft
rules.

“…Official information
obtained in course of em-

ployment must not be com-
municated by any em-
ployee to any outsider or to
the press or electronic me-
dia without the written per-
mission of the vice-chan-
cellor. Violation of the pro-
visions of this statute shall
entail disciplinary proceed-
ings against the erring em-
ployee,’’ reads Clause 8 of
the draft rules, seen by The
Indian Express.

“…No employee of the
University shall without the
written permission of the
vice-chancellor publish
anonymously or in his own
name or in the name of any
other person in the press or
any electronic media any
document or make any
statement of fact or opinion
(a) that has the effect of ad-
verse criticism of any cur-
rent policy or action of the

state government or the
central government and (b)
that is capable of embarrass-
ing the relations between
the state government and
the central government or
the government of any
other state or foreign state
(c) that is capable of em-
barrassing the relations be-
tween the state govern-
ment and the central gov-
ernment or the government
of any other state or any
foreign state.”

State Education Minis-
ter Partha Chatterjee said,
“We have to look into the
matter. We will make sure
that nothing is forcibly im-
posed.’’

Jadavpur University
Teachers’ Association As-
sistant Secretary Partha
Pratim Ray criticised the
draft. “These draft rules

have no scope for the bet-
terment of the higher edu-
cation. They have been for-
mulated only to insult the
teachers and bring them
under the state
government’s control,’’
said Ray. He said the draft
rules are aimed at throt-
tling the freedom of ex-
pression. “The state gov-
ernment has also made
provisions in the draft rules
that we will not be able to
move any court against the
order of the tribunal which
the draft rules aim to con-
stitute.”

Ray demanded imme-
diate scrapping of the
rules. He said teachers,
other staff and officers at
the university will stage a
protest demonstration on
the campus on April 26
against the draft rules.

“An appeal against the
order imposing any of the
penalties imposed by the
syndicate or the executive
council or the governing
body/administrator shall
lie to a tribunal to be con-
stituted by the state gov-
ernment. The decision of
the tribunal shall be final
and binding upon the uni-
versity or college con-
cerned and the appellant
and no suit or proceeding
shall lie to any civil court
against the order of the tri-
bunal,” says section 21 of
the rules.

Tiger that strayed
to Lalgarh found dead

with injury marks

The Royal Bengal
Tiger that had strayed into
the forests of Lalgarh in
south Bengal, from a tiger
habitat hundreds of
kilometres away, was on
Friday found dead in the
forest with multiple injury
marks. The carcass, with
injury marks in the eye
and neck areas, was found
in the Baghghara area of
Lakgarh-Madhupur forest
of the State.

“It appears that locals
have killed the tiger.
Prima facie it seems that
the animal died of neck
injury. All the necessary
operating procedures for
dealing with tiger deaths
will be followed,”
Principal Chief Conserva-
tor of Forests-Wildlife and

Chief Wildlife Warden,
West Bengal, Ravi Kant
Sinha told The Hindu.

Photographs of the
tiger recorded by camera
traps installed by environ-
mental group WWF-India
were made public in the
first week of March,
confirming the presence
of the big cat in the
fragmented sal forests of
south Bengal. Since then,
people residing on the
fringes of the forest
claimed numerous
encounters with the tiger.

The animal, which had
not attacked any human,
was feeding on wild boars,
and its location was
tracked in the fragmented
forests of Lalgarh,
Pirakata and Goaltore.
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Gadkari announces a new highway
alignment between Delhi and Mumbai

Jaipur : Rajasthan Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje
ordered immediate withdrawal of a police circular for the
implementation of a Supreme Court order on the Sched-
uled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atroci-
ties) Act, saying it was issued without her knowledge.

The March 23 circular issued by Additional Director
General of Police (Civil Rights) M L Lathar directed dis-
trict police chiefs and police commissioners to imple-
ment the Supreme Court verdict putting restrictions on
the arrest of people under the Act.

I came to know that without my knowledge, some of
the state government officers issued the circular which
created confusion in the state. I have given directions to
home minister and police headquarters to immediately
issue a letter of clarification, Raje said in a statement
tonight.

She said that the state government was committed to
protecting the rights of people belonging to SC/ST com-
munities. The Supreme Court verdict of March 20 drew
widespread protest. Some Dalit groups called a Bharat
Bandh on April 2 during which at least 12 people were

Rajasthan
CM orders

withdrawal
of circular

on SC/ST Act

killed in the violence.
The central government had on April 2 filed a review

petition in the Supreme Court against its verdict that laid
down stringent "safeguards" before registering a case un-
der the Act.

The chief minister said that the state government sup-
ported the review petition by the central government in
the Supreme Court. The state's additional advocate gen-
eral in New Delhi has been directed for making the state a
party in the review petition.

The Rajasthan unit of the Congress slammed the state
government for issuing the circular. Rajasthan Congress
chief Sachin Pilot said that the real face of the BJP had
been exposed.

He said that while the Centre filed review petition in
the Supreme Court to revoke the changes in the Act, BJP-
ruled state governments were implementing the Supreme
Court's March 20 verdict. "The Centre agrees with the apex
court order and has filed the review petition just to mislead
people," he said in a statement.

Mumbai: Union Minis-
ter of Road Transport and
Highways, Shipping, Water
Resources, River Develop-
ment and Ganga Rejuvena-
tion  Nitin Gadkari has an-
nounced development of a
new highway alignment
between Delhi and
Mumbai. A sum of one lakh
crore rupees will be spent
on this expressway. The
Minister also disclosed
plans for a Chambal Ex-
pressway which would be
connected to this Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway, and is
likely to benefit states like
Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan, where the back-
ward areas will also shine
like Gurugram.

Addressing a media
event in New Delhi today,
Nitin Gadkari outlined ma-
jor initiatives of his minis-
try for de-congestion of
Delhi NCR. A total of ten
projects are underway cost-
ing 35,600 crore rupees. He
said, about forty thousand
commercial vehicles enter
Delhi on a daily basis,
which cause increased pol-
lution and congestion in the
city state. An ambitious
scheme of developing East-
ern and Western Peripheral
Expressways around Delhi
was taken up, and the East-
ern Peripheral Expressway
will be inaugurated by
Prime Minister  Narendra
Modi on the 29th of this
month. Similarly, to ease
traffic in East Delhi, Delhi-
Meerut Expressway was

envisaged, and its Delhi-
Dasna portion will also be
inaugurated by PM on
29thApril by a road show.

 Gadkari informed that
work on signal free corridor
from Dhaula Kuan to Air-

port has been awarded at a
cost of 260 crore rupees. He
said, eight-lane fully ac-
cess-controlled Dwarka
Expressway is being devel-
oped in four packages.
While three packages have

already been awarded, the
work on the Expressway is
likely to start in a month’s
time. Total investment on
the project is 9500 crore
rupees. Additionally, under
improvement of
Mahipalpur at Rangpuri, a
bypass is being envisaged
to connect Dwarka/ NH8.
Regarding development of
major junctions on NH8 in
Gurugram like the flyover/
underpass at IFFCO
Chowk, Signature Tower
intersection, Rajiv Chowk
and  Hero Honda Chowk,
the Minister informed that
the work, costing Rs 1000
crore, has been substan-
tially completed.

Court allows Salman
to go abroad with rider

Jodhpur :  Bollywood superstar Salman Khan was
today allowed by a court here to travel abroad for pro-
motional events.

The 52-year old actor was awarded a five-year jail
term on April 5 by a trial court for killing two black
bucks in October 1998 and was granted bail on April 7
by the district and sessions court.

District and sessions judge Chandra Kumar Songara
was hearing Salman's plea seeking permission to travel
to Nepal, the US and Canada for some promotional
events??.

The judge granted permission on the condition that
Salman would duly intimated to the court information
of his travel and stay abroad.

Salman was held guilty of killing two black bucks,
an endangered animal included in the schedule-I of
the Wildlife (Protection) Act-1972, during the shoot-
ing of the film "Hum Sath Sath Hain".

His co-stars Saif Ali Khan, Tabu, Neelam and Sonali
Bendre were also accused in the case but the trial court
acquitted them by giving them the benefit of doubt.

Goa to be Developed as
Cargo Hub- Suresh Prabhu

Central government in the collaboration
with state government and private partners is
working on to promote Goa as a tourism desti-
nation as well as a cargo hub, stated Union
Minister for Civil Aviation Shri Suresh Prabhu.
He was addressing media persons at Dabolim
Airport, Goa after the inspection of ongoing
renovation work. Union Minister of State for
AYUSH (I/C) Shri Shripad Naik, State Agricul-
ture Minister Shri Vijai Sardesai, Revenue Min-
ister Shri Rohan Khaunte and Transport Min-
ister Shri Sudin Dhavalikar were also on the
occasion. Mopa airport will commence opera-
tions by September 2020. Dabolim Airport will
continue to remain operational along with
Mopa said, Shri Prabhu.

The renovation work worth Rs 300 crore is
going on at Dabolim airport, by July, new multi-
layer parking complex will be operationalized.

At Dabolim airport, one counter shall be allocated
to Goa Tourism Department to operate taxi ser-
vices and one counter will be allocated to the state
government for sale of local products, souvenirs,
and vegetables. Transportation of cargo will help
farmers access international market, said Shri
Suresh Prabhu. When Goa will have two airports
passenger handling capacity will increase to 3
crores, he further added. Under the Skill Develop-
ment and Startup India initiative, Civil Aviation
Ministry is in talks with the representatives of
World Bank and other major institutions to pro-
mote Goa as a market destination, informed Shri
Prabhu. Major Airlines like Singapore Airlines,
Lufthansa Airlines are interested to be part of mar-
ket destinations in India. There is a huge job re-
quirement in civil aviation ministry and other sec-
tors also. These initiatives are imperative in the
overall development of the State.
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Judge acquits Mecca blast
accused, quits hours later

Hyderabad:  A special
anti-terror court today ac-
quitted Hindutva preacher
Swami Aseemanand and
four others in the 11-year-
old Mecca Masjid blast
case and shortly afterwards
the judge resigned, in a
stunning move dubbed as
"intriguing" by a political
party.

K Ravinder Reddy, the
special judge for NIA cases,
tendered his resignation,
citing "personal" reasons
barely hours after pro-
nouncing the judgement in
which he held that the pros-
ecution failed to prove
"even a single allegation"
against the five accused.

Reddy said his resigna-
tion had nothing to do with
today's judgement, accord-
ing to a senior judicial of-
ficer, who did not want to
be named.

AIMIM Chief and

Hyderabad MP Asaduddin
Owaisi, meanwhile,
tweeted, "Judge who gave
acquittal to all accused in
Mecca Masjid Blast RE-
SIGNS very intriguing and
I am surprised with the
Lordship decision", amid
questions over the func-
tioning of the National In-
vestigation Agency(NIA).

A powerful blast, trig-
gered by remote control,
had ripped through the over
four centuries-old mosque
here during an assembly of
devotees on May 18, 2007
when they had gathered for
Friday prayers, killing nine

people and wounding 58.
"Prosecution (NIA)

could not prove even a
single allegation against
any of the accused and all
of them stand acquitted," J
P Sharma, the counsel for
66-year-old Assemanand,
told reporters after the ver-
dict was pronounced by

judge Reddy.
The media was not al-

lowed in the courtroom
where the judgement was
pronounced in the high-
profile case, which was
dubbed by the then UPA
government as one of
"Hindu terror", a term that
riled saffron organisations,

including the BJP.
"He has sent the resig-

nation letter to
MSJ(Metropolitan Ses-
sions Judge)...he has cited
personal grounds and it has
nothing to do with today's
verdict in the Mecca Masjid
blast case," the senior judi-
cial officer told PTI, speak-

ing on condition of ano-
nymity.

Reddy, had apparently
taken the decision to resign
sometimes back itself, the
officer said.

Soon after the verdict,
the NIA had come in for at-
tack by oppostion parties,
including the Congress and
AIMIM.

Apart from
Aseemanand, those acquit-
ted are -- Devendra Gupta,
Lokesh Sharma, Bharat
Mohanlal Rateshwar alias
Bharat Bhai and Rajendra
Chowdhary.

Though there were 10
accused in the case, only
these five were tried. Two
other accused -- Sandeep V
Dange and Ramchandra
Kalsangra -- are abscond-
ing, while Sunil Joshi was
murdered. Investigation is
continuing against two oth-
ers.

Protect Sabarimala ecology, says panel
The Travancore

Devaswom Board and vari-
ous other stakeholders at
Sabarimala should explore
every possibility to reduce
the environment pollution,
air pollution, water pollu-
tion, and noise pollution at
Sabarimala situated in the
Periyar Tiger Reserve,
Mullakkara Ratnakaran,
MLA, has said.

The MLA was chairing
a sitting of the Legislative
Committee on Environ-
ment at Pampa in the foot-
hills of Sabarimala on Tues-
day.

According to him, it was
high time the stakeholders
at Sabarimala took effec-
tive steps for environment
conservation and waste
disposal. Unlike Tirupati,
there were no exact predic-
tions of the number of pil-
grims visiting Sabarimala
every year or the number of
routes adopted to reach the
hillock.

The Assembly panel
visited Erumely, Nilackal,
and Pampa on Tuesday to
collect information on the
ground reality at these ma-

jor base camps, he said.
 Ratnakaran said waste

disposal in the forest areas
of Sabarimala would be a
challenge for the TDB in
the years ahead. Depletion
of the green cover had al-
ready affected the natural
waste disposal system and
the authorities were strug-
gling to address the prob-
lem of development-in-
duced waste generation, he
said.

The MLA said that the
TDB, in association with
the Kerala State Electricity
Board, should explore the
possibility of detaining all
vehicles at Nilackal base
camp and introducing bat-

tery-operated vehicles be-
tween Nilackal and Pampa
with a view to reducing air
pollution.

He said the TDB should
also take steps to discour-

age the pilgrims from stay-
ing back at the holy hill-
ock and Pampa in an effort
to address pollution and
overcrowding at
Sannidhanam.

 Ratnakaran said the
pilgrims returning from
Sabarimala had taken it up
a custom to abandon their
clothes in the Pampa. The
TDB should explore the
possibility of utilising this
for wealth generation, in-
stead of hurting the senti-
ments of devotees. The
committee would submit
its report to the government
before the next Assembly
session.

Supporters of MLAs denied Congress

ticket stage protest in Mysuru

Resentment over denial of ticket to various leaders to
contest in the Assembly elections continued on Tuesday
with supporters of two Congress MLAs arriving in Mysuru
and staging a protest in front of Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah’s house.

Supporters of Manohar Tahsildar, MLA for Hangal,
and B.M. Nagaraj, MLA for Siruguppa, voiced their an-
ger over the party’s decision to not nominate their lead-
ers.  Nagaraj’s supporters, including elected representa-
tives from Siruguppa City Municipal Council and the
party’s Siruguppa unit office-bearers, threatened to re-
sign en masse if the party did not replace its candidate
and renominate the MLA. A CMC member, who was part
of the group of protesters, said party workers in Siruguppa
would not work for any other candidate. Similarly, the
supporters of  Tahsildar tried to submit a representation
to  Siddaramaiah and even gheraoed him demanding
ticket for their leader. When the police dispersed the
crowd, they rolled on the ground and sat down in protest.

It’s the season of party-hoppers in Karnataka
Bengaluru: Frustrated over denial of ticket at the elev-

enth hour, a host of aspirants are knocking on the doors
of other political parties to enter the poll fray on May 12.

The Janata Dal (Secular), which has kept its second
list pending, seems to be the biggest gainer of the brew-
ing discontent in the Congress and the Bharatiya Janata
Party. The JD(S) has adopted a wait and watch approach
to accommodate more “disgruntled” aspirants who were
denied ticket in rival parties.

Many of the Congress MLAs/leaders who did not make
it to the list have planned to join either the JD(S) or the

BJP to seek ticket. A few MLAs have decided to fight
independently.

The prominent among the Congress leaders knock-
ing on the doors of the BJP is N.Y. Gopalkrishna, MLA.
He is likely to be the BJP candidate from Kudligi (ST)
segment. B. Shivaramu (Hassan), former Minister and four-
time MLA, is also expected to join the BJP. He might get
ticket from Belur segment. G.S Srinivas (Tarikere) and K.
Shadakshari (Tiptur), Congress MLAs, are planning to
contest independently.
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ATMs run out of cash; govt says no currency shortage

BJP demands apology from Rahul Gandhi,

Congress over ‘saffron terror’ remark

A day after a special
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) court acquit-
ted all accused in the 2007
Mecca Masjid blast case in
Hyderabad, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has de-
manded an apology from
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi and former minis-
ters Sushil Kumar Shinde
and P Chidambaram for al-
legedly using the term “saf-
fron terror”.

Addressing a press con-
ference in the national capi-
tal on Tuesday, BJP spokes-
person Sambit Patra said
that Rahul Gandhi and
Chidambaram should ad-
dress a joint press confer-
ence and answer all ques-
tions raised by BJP on their
“anti-Hindu” remarks.

Citing a 2009 telegram,
exchanged allegedly be-
tween then US Ambassador
to India Tim Roemer and

US State Department, Patra
said that Rahul Gandhi had
told the US envoy that
“there was some support for
the LeT in certain elements
in India's Muslim commu-
nity, but the bigger threat
maybe of the rise of radical
home grown Hindu groups
which create tension”.

“We have the full tele-
gram sent in 2009 by the
then US Ambassador Tim
Roemer to the US State
Dept. On the first page is
written 'reaching out to

Rahul Gandhi and other
young parliamentarians', he
added.

In a sharp attack on the
Gandhi scion, Patra said
that “Rahul Gandhi feels
helpless Hindus are terror-
ists”. He added, “Don’t
take Hindus for granted. We
(BJP) have always believed
in justice for all and ap-
peasement for none. Both
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi have to apologise
before the country.”

A video was also shown

to mediapersons during the
press conference wherein
Congress leaders Digvijaya
Singh, Sushil Kumar
Shinde and Chidambaram
could be seen using terms
“Hindu terror” or “saffron
terror”.

The Congress had on
Monday claimed that party
chief Rahul Gandhi or the
party itself never used the
term “saffron terror”. The
Congress asserted that it
was of firm belief that ter-
ror could not be linked to
any religion or community.

Congress spokesperson
PL Punia said terrorism is a
criminal mentality and it
cannot be linked to any re-
ligion or community.
"Rahul Gandhi or the Con-
gress party has never used
the words 'saffron terror',"
he told reporters when
asked about the BJP's alle-
gations.

New Delhi : Unusual
spurt in demand for
currency led to many
ATMs and banks running
out of cash in Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, poll-bound
Karnataka and some
other states even as the
government and the RBI
assured the public that
there was no currency
shortage.

Suspected hoarding
of Rs 2,000 notes was
cited as a reason by the
government for the
current situation. On the
other hand, the RBI said
logistics and
recalibration issues were
limiting replenishments
of ATMs.

Amid reports of
currency shortages, the
government said printing
of Rs 500 denomination
notes would be increased
five-fold and notes
worth Rs 70,000-75,000
crore would be printed
in a month while the
RBI has ramped up
printing at its notes
presses.

Economic Affairs
Secretary S C Garg said
the printing of Rs 2,000
notes have been halted
for the past few days as
there is an "over sup-
ply", adding that curren-
cies of lower denomina-
tions are also in over
supply.

There is around Rs 7
lakh crore worth of Rs
2,000 notes in circula-
tion.

A statement from the
Finance Ministry
confirmed reports of
cash shortages and some
ATMs running dry or
becoming non-functional
in some parts of the
country.

"There has been
unusual spurt in currency
demand in the country in
last three months," it
said.

While currency
supply increased by Rs
45,000 crore in the first
13 days of April,
"unusual spurt in
demand" was seen more
in some parts of Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana,

Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh and Bihar, the
statement said.

Seeking to assure the
public, Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley said he has
reviewed the situation
and the government
would fix the problem
quickly.

"Overall there is
more than adequate
currency in circulation
and also available with
the Banks. The tempo-
rary shortage caused by
'sudden and unusual

increase' (in demand) in
some areas is being
tackled quickly," Jaitley ,
who has been away from
office since April 2 due
to a kidney ailment, said
in a tweet.

Government officials
attributed the cash
crunch to crop procure-
ment and hoarding of
high denomination
currency ahead of
elections in Karnataka.

The currency prob-
lem originated in the
southern states and may

have been fuelled by
rumours that money in
banks is not safe due to a
certain provision in the
proposed Financial
Resolution and Deposit
Insurance (FRDI) Bill,
2017, officials said.

Cities and towns
across Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Bihar, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh were
among those impacted
by the cash crunch.

Some ATMs downed
shutters with 'No cash'
and 'Out of service'
messages, prompting the
government to move
currency from surplus
regions. Some ATMs in
national capital too went
out of cash.

Minister of State for
Finance Shiv Pratap
Shukla said the govern-
ment has formed a
committee to address the
problem of currency
shortage in certain states
and the issue would be
resolved in next 2-3
days.

A Finance Ministry
official said that 76 per
cent of the 2.2 lakh
ATMs across the country
were functioning
normally on April 16.

Political leaders,
including Rahul Gandhi
of Congress and West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee trained
guns at the Centre saying
ATMs running dry was a
reminder of
demonetisation days.

Kathua case: SC asks
J-K govt to protect

victim's kin, lawyer
New Delhi:  The Supreme Court today directed the

Jammu and Kashmir government to provide security to
the family of the eight-year-old Kathua gangrape and
murder victim, the lawyer and a family friend assisting
them in pursuing the case.

The apex court also took note of a plea of the victim's
father seeking transfer of the trial of the case from
Kathua, preferably to Chandigarh and sought response
of the state government. During the hearing, the victim's
father expressed satisfaction with the probe so far, con-
ducted by Jammu and Kashmir Police and opposed the
plea for CBI investigation demanded by others. A bench
comprising Chief Justice Dipak Misra and justices A M
Khanwilkar and D Y Chandrachud asked the state po-
lice to provide adequate security at the observation home
where a juvenile accused has been kept and fixed the
next date of hearing on April 27.
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‘Youth needs to imbibe thoughts and
philosophy of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’

By VINOD RAGHAVAN

MUSCAT: The architect of Indian Con-
stitution Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar was re-
membered on his 127th birth anniversary
at the Indian Embassy in the Sultanate of
Oman, by paying glowing and rich trib-
utes.

The host – Indian Ambassador Indra
Mani Pandey offered his obaysances  to
Dr Ambedkar and highlighted his life and
contributions towards creating an equi-
table society in India, which was the abid-
ing goal of his life.

Remembering Dr Babasaheb promi-
nent citizens who strongly believe in his
ideology , shared their thoughts on this
momentous occasion which was attended
by large number of Indians  at the spa-
cious Indian Embassy in Muscat.

Dr J Retnakumar, Founder and Chair-
man of BHAVALAYA, a global platform
for promotion of Art & Culture, CEO of
INSURANCE SERVICES CENTER,
OMAN and Chairman & director of PRIV-
ITY INSURANCE BROKERS , INDIA,
noted,  “Dr. Ambedkar is a role model for

the entire world. He rose above all the so-
cial evils prevailing during his time with
a pragmatic approach and Vision. Despite
coming from a poor financial background,
he was determined to distinguish himself
as he always believed that the right edu-

cation shall ultimately lead to social
change.”

“I would like to describe him as an ide-
alist who tried his best to ensure social
justice for the humanity as a whole,” says
Dr Retnakumar.

Recalling her student days, Vidya
Rani, Healthcare Business Development,
“Dr. Babasaheb’s birth anniversary cel-
ebration on 14th April reminds me of my

childhood memories of holding the event
with gusto at school and first impressions
of learning about him from school teach-
ers. His personality and contribution for
social reforms had a great impact on me
and gave birth to rebellion in me towards
social injustice at every sphere of life.”

She firmly believes that “Now after

decades passing by, his impact is similar
and lot of relevance to the present genera-
tion as well.  His birth anniversary is not
only celebrated in India, but also world-
wide with great fervor.  Through this event,
it sounds a reminder to the youth to im-

bibe the thoughts and philosophy of
Babasaheb which will leave an indelible
impression on the social fabric of the soci-
ety.”

Kabeer Yousuf, Journalist with the lead-
ing daily newspaper Oman Observer, says
“Dr B R Ambedkar was a selfless states-
man who worked relentlessly for the down-
trodden, the suppressed and the untouch-
ables. His morals and life hold paramount
importance in contemporary world as he

worked for the people and not for himself;
he raised his voice at the national assem-
blies for the under privileged and not for
the upper echelons in the society. Indeed
a leader of the stature of Dr Ambedkar is
the need of the hour.”|

Recalling his school days, Kabeer says,
“I first learnt about him when I was in pri-
mary class and I have always been admir-
ing him and he is one of my role models.”

Dr. Ambedkar International Mission
(AIM) in Oman have been regularly meet-
ing and discussing various issues related
to working class and spread the messages
of Babasaheb in Oman, said Dr. Vidyanand
Vaidya, former President of AIM.

“Dr Babasaheb tirelessly worked for
the oppressed class and he was instrumen-
tal in spreading the importance of educa-
tion as a mighty tool,” says Alefiyah
Hussein, Housewife, who is from Mumbai.

“He was totally against the prevailing
caste system and his book “Annihilation
of Caste” was highly appreciated as he
strongly believed in the concept of equal-
ity for each and everyone,” says Alefiyah.

Tejas Kapasi, top official from the
Khimji Ramdas group, originally hailing
from Mumbai, said, “Dr Ambedkar’s teach-
ings are very much relevant today. He has
shown the world that by sheer hard work
and education one can reach at the top
without the help of any God Father”.

Prabha Pujari, a
Beautician, says,
“No doubt
Babasaheb’s teach-
ings have helped
the downtrodden
and has given a fair
voice to their day to
day problems which
are being heard by
the government of
the day and at the
same time many

welfare schemes have been launched to
coincide with the occasion of Babasaheb’s
advent, who advocated the rights to the
neglected lot of the society.”

Large number of prominent and emi-
nent Indians in Oman from different walks
of life including entrepreneurs, blue col-
lared employees, NGOs, school students
and others attended and participated in the
event.

To mark the 127th birth anniversary of

Dr Ambedkar, the Indian Embassy
organised a function  on April 14 at the
Embassy’s Auditorium, which focused on
his lifetime achievement as well as his
contribution to evolution of an inclusive
and democratic India.

The celebration was attended by over
250 prominent members of the Indian
community in Oman, students, social
workers and media persons.

It was also attended by two Ambedkar
International Missions in Oman and their
members. As part of the celebration, am-
bassador and others paid floral tributes to
him. A pictorial tribute was followed by
screening of two short videos on Dr
Ambedkar’s life and achievements.

Papri Ghosh, Principal of Indian
School Al Ghubra, Pradeep Manikrao
Dhawale and Suryakant Kirloskar, Presi-
dents of two Ambedkar International Mis-
sions, also spoke on this occasion.

A student from Indian School Muscat
made a presentation on Dr Ambedkar’s life
and work. In addition, Kanzah Zinoz, stu-
dent of Indian School Darsait, highlighted
his outstanding contributions as a scholar,
educationist, journalist, administrator, par-
liamentarian and jurist. Speaking on the
occasion, Indian Ambassador Indra Mani
Pandey paid rich tributes to Dr Ambedkar.
He invited the Indian community in Oman
to learn more about the life and contribu-
tions of Dr Ambedkar and to work towards
creating an equitable society in India,
which was the abiding goal of his life.

The ambassador also threw more light
on various initiatives taken by the gov-
ernment in espousing various facets of
Babasaheb’s life and his contributions
through Ambedkar International Centre
and Ambedkar National Memorial.

Dr Ambedkar dedicated his life to
awaken the social conscience of modern
India. He has a vast repertoire of books to
his credit. His concern for the oppressed
found expression in his books, ‘Annihila-
tion of Caste’ and gave hope for the eman-
cipation of the outcastes.  He was also an
economist par excellence and wrote Ad-
ministration and Finance of the East India
Company, which was followed by a sequel
titled The Evolution of Provincial Finance
in British India. Subsequently, Dr
Ambedkar wrote his magnum opus “Prob-
lem of the Rupee” in which the common
man was the focal point of his analysis.

Alefiyah Hussein DR. Retnakumar       Kabeer Yousuf              Prabha B. Shetty   Vidya Rani

Dhawale Pradip
 President

Dr. Vidyanand Vaidya
Ex President AIM Oman
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The sight of lawyers raising slogans, waving flags and block-
ing officers of the law from doing their duty is distressing, to
say the least. So much so that a Bench of the Supreme Court
has issued notices to the Bar Council of India, the Jammu and
Kashmir State Bar Council, the state's High Court Bar Asso-
ciation at Jammu and the Kathua District Bar Association.
Thereafter, the Bar Council of India weighed in and has de-
cided to probe the misconduct of lawyers regarding the Kathua
rape and murder case and constituted a committee to do so.

There have also been instances when lawyers have sought
to interfere with the smooth functioning of the courts, and

even obstructed judicial proceedings. Unfortunately, the sight
of men in black robes collectively protesting in streets as
they seek to address their grievances publicly, unhappy one
as it is, is not so unusual. People, who seek justice on behalf
of others from the courts, sometimes forget who they are - and
what they represent.

Lawyers are required to defend their clients, no matter
how heinous the crime. Even this fundamental right of an
accused - to get legal representation - is sought to be violated
by some groups of lawyers, from time to time. Such kind of
behavior is not expected of them. The Kathua rape case has
shocked the nation. There should be no interference in the
work of the police investigation and the filing of chargesheet.
The din of political and sectarian noises needs to be blocked
out consciously by all those engaged in the judicial processes.
These should be allowed to function unhindered by consid-
erations other than legal. The Supreme Court did well by
taking sou moto notice of the matter and by rapping the Bar
associations concerned on their knuckles.

Possess strong character, uncompromising
honesty and integrity: Vice President

The Vice President of India,
M. Venkaiah Naidu advised the
Management Students to possess
strong character, uncompromis-
ing honesty and integrity. He was
addressing the 9th Convocation
of Indian Institute of Manage-
ment (IIM), Shillong, Meghalaya
today. The Governor of
Meghalaya,  Ganga Prasad, the
Home Minister of Meghalaya,
James K. Sangma and other dig-
nitaries were present on the occa-
sion.

The Vice President said that
complete degeneration of values
and the absence of fear of law are
obviously leading to deviant and
crooked behavior among the
people. He further said that it is
important to adhere to values of
honesty, integrity, truthfulness
and adopt the best practices. Cor-

porate ethics should not be vio-
lated, he added.

The Vice President advised
the students to remember the
seven sins mentioned by Ma-
hatma Gandhi - wealth without
work, pleasure without con-
science, knowledge without char-
acter, commerce without moral-
ity, science without humanity, re-
ligion without sacrifice and poli-
tics without principle. He further
advised the students to possess
strong character, uncompromis-
ing honesty and integrity, ethi-
cal values, patience and a sense
of gratitude as they further their
career prospects. Never forget that
you will not only impact the lives
of people in your organizations
but also the lives of many others,
who depend on the livelihood of
your direct employees, he added.

The Vice President said that
the qualities like gratitude, em-
pathy and concern for fellow hu-
man beings seem to be missing
in the modern world of material-
ism and consumerism and one
must develop an attitude of car-
ing and sharing. The quality of
product, efficient service and ethi-
cal business practices are the hall-
mark of a positive global brand.
Every decision taken by you as a
thought leader should bear testi-
mony to these qualities, he added.

The Vice President said that
education is not only for employ-
ment, but also for enlightenment
and empowerment. He has also
asked management institutions
like IIMs to give priority to re-
search publications. Step up fo-
cus on research, he added.

Environment Ministry notifies Plastic

Waste Management (amendment) rules
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and

Climate Change has notified the Plastic Waste
Management (Amendment) Rules 2018.  The
amended Rules lay down that the phasing out
of Multilayered Plastic (MLP) is now appli-
cable to MLP, which are “non-recyclable, or
non-energy recoverable, or with no alternate
use.”

The amended Rules also prescribe a
central registration system for the registration
of the producer/importer/brand owner.  The
Rules also lay down that any mechanism for
the registration should be automated and
should take into account ease of doing
business for producers, recyclers and manu-
facturers.   The centralised registration system
will be evolved by Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) for the registration of the
producer/importer/brand owner.  While a

national registry has been prescribed for
producers with presence in more than two
states, a state-level registration has been
prescribed for smaller producers/brand owners
operating within one or two states.

In addition, Rule 15 of the Plastic Waste
Management (Amendment) Rules 2018 on
“explicit pricing of carry bags” has been
omitted.

Based on several representations received
from various stakeholders, MoEF&CC had
constituted a committee on issues/challenges
faced with regard to the implementation of
Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 and
Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016.  The
committee deliberated on several issues
related to the Rules and its implementation by
various stakeholders and submitted its recom-
mendations to the Ministry.
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Kidambi Srikanth
The Hyderabad star is now number one

Kudos to Kidambi Srikanth for emerging as the number one Badminton
player in the international arena following the latest ranking issued by the
Badminton Board. The right handed shuttler was declared the number one
player even before the conclusion of the Common Wealth Games.

Srikanth’s numerous fans are however little depressed as their hero could
not clinch the crucial gold medal and had to settle for silver medal after losing
the final match to his Malaysian opponent who is incidentally the former
World champion.

Kidambi had earlier beaten the same Lee in the team event which enabled
India to win gold medal but unfortunately could not replicate his performance
in the all-important final match of the singles event.

The Hyderabad star shot to fame when he won four consecutive Super
Series tournaments and has emerged as a true successor to Indian badminton
male legends including Prakash Padukone and Pulela Gopichand.  Inciden-
tally the last named who had won the all England championship is now the
coach of Indian players which includes Kidambi Srikant.

One hopes that the mercurial Srikant does not allow this fame and success
to go to his head and continues to make waves in both national and interna-
tional circuits with his amazing form.

We at ACROSS STATE wish him all the best.

Manika Batra
Table Tennis
star turns the

tables on
opponents

The table tennis sensation has caused several eyebrows to be raised
with her scene stealing performance in the just concluded Common
Wealth Games in Australia.

The swashbuckling Batra who was in scintillating form through-
out the tournament went on to win four medals including two gold
medals to the spontaneous delight of Indians.

Batra was largely instrumental in the stupendous show of team
India in the table tennis event as she not only won gold medal in
individual event but contributed her mite for three more medals to
add to the medal tally of India.

Batra came from behind to win the mixed doubles, women doubles
and the team event and saw to it that team India dethrones Singapore
from the top place in table tennis event.

Manika Batra became instant toast of the nation with her breath
taking display and rubbed shoulder with other top Indian players
including the legendary Mary Kom, Meerabai Chanu , Manu
Baker,Tejaswini Sawant Sakshi Malik and ofcourse P V Sindhu and
Saina Nehwal.



CMYK CMYK

CMYK CMYK

12  Mumbai, Thursday 19-25 April 2018 Centrespread 13

MEDAL MAGIC AND GOLD GALORE AT GOLD COAST CWG
Rousing  Reception and Historic

‘Ghar Wapsi’ for the Indian Contingent.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

By Leeladhar Kunder
66 Medals including 26 gold, 20 silver and 20 bronze speaks vol-

umes for the stupendous and tremendous show put up by the Indian
contingent at the Commonwealth Games in Australia.  Indeed it was a
gold quest at the gold coast as the Indian men and women stood up and
were on their feet for the unfurling of their tricolor and playing of their
national anthem for no less than 26 times.  In the process the Indian
contingent finished third behind the host Australia and England and
outshined and pushed the Canada to fourth place in the medal position
and made every sports loving Indian proud.

The medal winners were given rousing reception when they returned
home as it was a proud moment for them right from veteran Sushil Kumar,
the wrestler, Mary Kom, the five time World champion in boxing, Manik
Batra, the table tennis player, Saina Nehwal, the badminton wizard, Neeraj
Chopra, the javelin thrower and above all Manu Baker, the shooting
sensation were the toast of the nation. The   teenager Vinesh became the
cynosure of all eyes when he won the shooting event along with Tejaswini
Sawant.

For a change both the Union and the state government acted in tan-
dem and ensured that the sports persons get best of facilities to display

their skill. The sports minister Rajyawardhan Rathod who himself is
a silver medalist in Olympic shooting event saw to that that the CWG
participants are looked after  well before and during the sporting
events and make the nation proud.

There is however cause for concern as the next edition of CWG is
not going to have shooting event in which the Indians excelled and
won plethora of medals. The government and the sports authorities
should lose no time to oppose the ludicrous decision and must see to
it that the shooting event is on spot in the next CWG.

The performance  of Indian teams in hockey was however disap-
pointing as despite high hopes they failed to win a medal, while the
men and women teams in badminton and table tennis outclassed their
opponents to bag a rich haul of medals.  The Indian teams vanquished
their famed rivals Malaysia and Singapore in the team events and
enjoyed podium finish.

Let us hope that the Indian contingent does not rest on laurels and
put their best foot forward in other World class events.  After a long
time the Indian players have emerged on the world scene in sports
other than game of cricket and it is a matter of extreme pride.

leeladharkmumbai@gmail.com
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Has India already emerged
as a sporting nation?

The stupendous and tremendous show
displayed by the team India in the just
concluded Commonwealth Games has
taken the nation by pleasant surprise.

Hitherto the Indian team used to make
headlines only in Cricket and to some ex-
tent in Hockey and now our players are
there all over the place with their sterling

achievements.
The Indian players achievement in

Asian Games, Olympic Games and in
World events was abysmal to say the least
as our men and women were rarely getting
podium finish with the exception of one
or two individual players like P T Usha
and Kannam Maleshwari bursting on to

the international scene in athletics and
track events.

Against this background it was really
heartening to see the sea change in the
attitude and killer instinct of our both men
and women who stormed the world arena
with their eye catching performance.  One
after another Indian athlete in the form of

Susheel Kumar, Neeraj Chaudhary, Manu
Baker, Mary Kom, Meerabai Chanu,
Manik Batra, Tejaswini Sawant, Sakshi
Malik besides the indomitable P V Sindhu,
Saina Nehwal and Kidambi Srikant burst
on to the national and international scene
to bag medals of different colors of gold,
silver and bronze.

Afterall, nobody expected the team
India to get as many as 66 medals in CWG
and the credit must go to both the players
and the officials who acted in tandem to
unfurl the national tri color on no less than
26 occasions at the games.

Unfortunately, both the men and
women’s hockey team failed to make the
grade despite high expectations from them
as they fail to bag the medal after showing
initial promises.  At the same time the both
teams were well on their way to get po-
dium finish as our men’s hockey team lost
to a rejuvenated team – the New Zealand
in the crucial semi final and later also lost
the match for bronze medal to England to
the consternation of Indian fans.

The Indian women’s team however flat-
tered to deceive as it was swamped by
England in the bronze medal match 6-0.
It is time for our hockey teams to regroup
themselves and finish among the top three
during the next edition of Asian Games
slated for 2020.

The two Hindutwa parties who have
been at loggerheads with each other
eversince the last assembly polls in
Maharashtra are at it once again even as
there is hardly a year before the crucial
general and vidhan sabha polls.

Not a day passes without the Sena lead-
ers lashing out at their coalition partner
both at the centre and the state on one pre-
text or other and declare that they would
contest the forthcoming elections on their
own.  Now, comes the rejoinder from the
state BJP leaders led by the state finance
minister Sudhir Mungatiwar who has dared
the Sena to go ahead and contest the ensu-
ing poll on its own. He even reminded
them that there was no alliance between
the two parties during the last assembly
poll and it was only later the Sena joined
the coalition government to share powers
in the state.

One does not really understand the rea-
sons for these kind of daily diatribe be-
tween the two coalition partners as there

is every possibility of them coming to-
gether after the elections as they had done
in the past.

In fact there is no issue if they contest
against each other and that would show
their true strength and would allow them
to make a fair assessment of themselves
after the elections in the larger interest of
the people of state.

The crux of the matter is that both the
parties realize that they can either flourish
together or perish together to the chagrin
or glee of their opponents- namely the In-
dian National Congress and the National-
ist Congress Party.

Shiv Sena syndrome
worries BJP
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PM addresses Indian Community in Stockholm
The Prime Minister, Shri

Narendra Modi, today ad-
dressed the Indian Community
in Stockholm. He thanked the
Government of Sweden, in par-
ticular His Majesty the King of
Sweden; and the Prime Minis-
ter of Sweden, Mr. Stefan
Lofven who was present at the
event, for the warm welcome he
received in Sweden.

He said that India is going
through a great transformation
today. He said that the current
Union Government had been
elected on the mandate of Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas. He said the
Government has worked to-
wards a developed and inclu-
sive India, in the last four years.
He said all efforts are being
made to create a New India by
2022. The Prime Minister said
that through initiatives  such as
International Yoga Day, efforts
are also being made to see that
India emerges as a global
thought leader once again. He
said the world is looking at In-
dia with confidence. In this
context, he mentioned humani-
tarian relief and rescue efforts,
the International Solar Alli-

ance, and membership of key re-
gimes such as MTCR, Wassenaar
Arrangement, and Australia
Group. He said the world is ac-
knowledging India's technologi-
cal capability, including its space
programme.

The Prime Minister said that

because of digital infrastructure,
the format of engagement be-
tween citizens and Government
is changing. Technology is bring-
ing about accountability and
transparency, he said. He said ac-
cess to Government is no longer
a privilege, but a practice. In this

context, he mentioned faster file
disposal, Ease of Doing Business,
GST, Direct Benefit Transfer, and
access to cooking gas through the
Ujjwala Yojana.

The Prime Minister said that
through the MUDRA scheme,
there are new opportunities avail-

able to entrepreneurs. He said 74
percent of the beneficiaries un-
der the MUDRA scheme till
now, are women. He also men-
tioned the Atal Innovation Mis-
sion, Skill India and Start Up
India. The Prime Minister said
that India is also building Inter-
national Partnerships to boost
innovation. In this context he
mentioned the innovation part-
nership with Sweden, and a simi-
lar initiative with Israel. He said
the Government is focusing on
Ease of Living. In this context,
he also mentioned the
Ayushman Bharat scheme,
which he described as the
world's biggest healthcare assur-
ance scheme.

The Prime Minister said that
these steps are indicative of a
transformation in India. He said
that towards this end, the part-
nerships with Sweden and the
other Nordic countries are very
important. The Prime Minister
urged the gathering to not limit
their connect with India, to just
an emotional one. He said the
emerging New India offers them
many opportunities to innovate,
trade and invest as well.

1993 Mumbai blasts death row

convict Tahir Merchant dead

Chandrayaan-2 launch
postponed to Oct-Nov

Mumbai : Tahir Mer-
chant alias Tahir Takla, one
of the convicts in the 1993
Mumbai blasts case who
was sentenced to death,
died at a hospital in Pune
early today, a police offi-
cial said.

Merchant, who was ad-
mitted to the Sassoon Hos-
pital around 3 am after he
complained of chest pain,
died during treatment, the
official said.

"One (1993 Mumbai
blasts) convict named Tahir
Merchant, who was lodged
in the Yerawada prison, was
admitted to Sassoon Hos-
pital after he complained of
chest pain.

However, he died there
during treatment around
3.45 am," Dr
Bhushankumar Upadhyay,
Additional Director Gen-
eral of Prisons Department
said.

"Merchant was extra-
dited to India from Abu
Dhabi and was arrested by
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) in 2010

and serving his jail term in
Yerwada central prison in
Pune," an official said.

According to police,
Merchant had arranged the
finance for the blasts, and
was also linked to conspira-
tors Tiger Memon and
Dawood Ibrahim.

In 2007, a special TADA
court had convicted 100
accused, including actor
Sanjay Dutt, in connection
with the blasts. In Septem-
ber last year, a special court
awarded death sentence to
Tahir Merchant and Firoz
Khan, while awarding life
imprisonment to prime ac-
cused Abu Salem and
Karimullah Khan in the
1993 Mumbai blasts case.

The court had held that
Merchant was amongst the
main conspirators.

"The evidence proves
the anguish, agitation and
frustration expressed by
Tahir due to situation pre-
vailing in Bombay during
the period of riots in Janu-
ary 1993," it had noted.

He worked with (ab-
sconding conspirator) Ti-
ger Memon, participated in
several conspiracy meet-
ings in Dubai. Tahir made
travel arrangements, fi-
nanced the stay and travel
of several co-accused and
facilitated their training in
Pakistan, the court noted.

"The role of Tahir in
conspiracy is prominent. He
is one of the initiators of the
conspiracy," the court had
said in its ruling in June
2017.

Another convict in the
case, Mustafa Dossa had
died of cardiac arrest at J J
Hospital in Mumbai in June
last year.

The Mumbai blasts had
left 257 people dead and
713 seriously injured. It
had destroyed properties
worth Rs 27 crore.

New Delhi : The launch of India's
second mission to the moon
'Chandrayaan-2', which was scheduled
for this month, has been postponed to
later this year, ISRO chief K Sivan today
informed the government.

A national level committee to review
Chandrayaan-2 recommended some ad-
ditional tests before the mission could
take off, Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) sources said.

This has been done to exercise cau-
tion as Chandrayaan-2 will be ISRO's
first inter-planetary mission to land a
rover on any celestial body, they said.

During a meeting, Sivan briefed
Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State
in the Prime Minister's Office (that looks

after the Department of Space), on the
upcoming Chandrayaan-2 mission, ex-
pected to be launched from Sriharikota
around October-November this year, an
official statement said.

In a setback to ISRO last month, the
GSAT-6A, the country's newest commu-
nication satellite, went incommunicado
in space.

An ambitious mission, Chandrayaan-
2 will be equipped with a land-rover and
probe, which will descend on the surface
of the moon, from where they will col-
lect samples of soil, water, etc. to carry
back home for detailed analysis and re-
search.

This will be the first-of-its-kind moon
mission.
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Expanding Our Love

By His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami

Prabhupada
Lecture given in New

Vrindaban, West Virginia, on June
25, 1976

With practice, we can become
free from limited affection cen-
tered on the body and can then
realize the ideal of loving every-
one.

ko griheshu puman saktam
atmanam ajitendriyah
sneha-pashair dridhair

baddham
utsaheta vimochitum
"What person too attached to

household life due to being un-
able to control his senses can lib-
erate himself? An attached house-
holder is bound very strongly by
ropes of affection for his family
[wife, children, and other rela-
tives]." – Srimad-Bhagavatam
7.6.9

This material life is our bond-
age. We may be in gold handcuffs
or iron handcuffs, but that doesn't
matter; in this material world we
are handcuffed, imprisoned. Our
aim of life should be to get out of
this material bondage, or prison
house. When Prahlada Maharaja,
who is speaking this verse, was
asked by his father what was the
best education he had received
from his teachers, he replied
hitvatma-patam griham andha-
kupam vanam gato yad dharim
ashrayeta (Bhagavatam 7.5.5).
Family life, Prahlada replied, is
andha-kupam, a dark well. If a
man has fallen into a dark well, it
is sure death, atma-ghatam.
Therefore, one should give up
that life and take shelter of the
Lord.

Unless we are very cautious,
family life is very dangerous for

spiritual advancement. There-
fore, according to the Vedic sys-
tem, first of all one is trained as a
brahmachari so as not to be at-
tached to sex life. That is
brahmachari life – celibacy.
These boys here, these children,
can be trained. The first training
is brahmacharya. They are inno-
cent. As you train them they will
learn. To train the children as
brahmacharis is essential. The
purpose is that they may not to
be attached to sex life.

Sex life is allowed only to
beget children. The Vedic injunc-
tion is that a man accepts a wife
only to have good children. In the
Bhagavad-gita (7.11) Krishna
says, dharmaviruddho . . . kamo
’smi: "I am sex life when it is not
against the religious principle."

According to the Vedic sys-
tem, sex life is practically denied.
But because we are now in the
conditioned state, it is very diffi-

cult for us to completely deny sex
life, so there is regulation. First
of all the training is no sex life. If
a young man can remain without
sex life – brahmachari – that is
very good. But if he cannot, then
he can get married and live with
a wife, but have sex only for prog-
eny, not for sense enjoyment. If
the man sticks to one wife and
the wife sticks to one man, that is
real married life. Then the hus-
band is called a brahmachari even
though he's a grihastha, and the
wife is called chaste.

This is human civilization.
Formerly, if a man lived for a hun-
dred years he would spend
twenty-five years as a
brahmachari, twenty-five years as
a grihastha, twenty-five years as
a vanaprastha, and the last
twenty-five years as a sannyasi.
In three of these ashramas there is

no sex life: brahmachari,
vanaprastha, and sannyasa. Only
the grihastha is allowed sex life.
And that is restricted to begetting
children.

The Value of Practice

So in the Vedic civilization,
sex life is actually denied. It is
allowed only in grihastha life,
with restriction. Not that I have
sex whenever I like. No. That is
bondage. As long as we're at-
tached to sex life, then we have
to accept a material body. We
should remember this. People are
not educated to know the value
of life, how life should be con-
ducted, what is the aim of life. But
everything can be done in accor-
dance with proper human life. It
is not difficult; it just requires
practice. For example, you can
practice lifting by taking a small
calf on your back. You lift it as it
grows, and when the calf becomes
a very big bull, you can lift it.
But all of a sudden, if you want
to lift a big bull on your shoul-
der, that is not possible. But if you
practice to take the little calf from

the very beginning, it grows and
your strength grows. It is a
gradual process.

The whole training in Vedic
civilization is to avoid sex life.
That is liberation. If I desire sex

life some way or other, then I will
have to take birth again in this
material world to satisfy that de-
sire. So the training should be
how to give up this idea. And it is
possible. If training is there, then
it is possible. That is the instruc-
tion of Prahlada Maharaja:
kaumara acaret prajno dharman
bhagavatan iha (Bhagavatam
7.6.1). From the very beginning,
children should be trained up in
this line. That is the responsibility
of the father and mother. It is the
proper use of their affection.

But today the father and mother
do not know the aim of life. Nor are
they trained in how to train their
children. But in this age, although
training children is a very difficult
task, at least if we teach our chil-
dren to chant the Hare Krishna
maha-mantra, then everything is
possible. That is the facility of this

age. The children will be gradually
trained to the highest perfection.
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's benedic-
tion is there. Iha haite sarva-siddhi
haibe sabara: Simply by chanting
the Hare Krishna mantra, you'll get
perfection of life. (Chaitanya-
bhagavata, Madhya 23.78)

So don't be afraid and think,
"Because we are in this age, we can-
not be trained; it is very difficult."
We can very easily chant the Hare
Krishna maha-mantra. That is a spe-
cial concession of this age. These
children were dancing and chant-
ing. It is the duty of the parents to
train the children in such a way that
they get liberty in this very life. The
father and mother should think,
"This child has come to us. Now let
us train him in such a way that he
will get liberty, no more birth and
death." That is the real responsibil-
ity of the father and mother.
Everyone's duty should be to re-
lieve the living entities from the
clutches of birth and death. That is
ideal civilization.

Sense Control
The whole training is how to

control the senses, and the most
powerful sense is the tongue. Sense
control begins with the tongue.
Bhaktivinoda Thakura gives a de-
scription: sharira avidya-jala
jodendriya tahe kal. This body is
the cage. We are in the prison of
this material world. How are we
imprisoned? We have been given
a material body. That is imprison-
ment. And we are very happy to
keep the body very comfortable
without knowing the aim of life.
That is avidya-jal, a network of ig-
norance. And the senses are our
greatest enemies. Unless we con-
trol the senses, we are put into this
network of ignorance. And out of
all the senses, Bhaktivinoda
Thakura says the tongue is very
greedy. Ta’ra madhye jihva ati,
lobhamoy sudurmati. To control
the senses means to begin with con-
trolling the tongue. That is also a
very difficult job. Therefore, to con-
trol the tongue the best thing is to
take krishna-prasadam. First of all,
offer the food to Krishna, and then
take it. If we vow, "I shall not eat
anything not offered to Krishna,"
that will help us.

Spiritual life begins with the
tongue. You should restrict your
tongue not to talk uselessly. You
should simply talk of Krishna or
chant Hare Krishna, read Krishna
books, and when you are hungry,
take krishna-prasadam. Then it will
be possible to control the tongue.
And if you can control the tongue,
then you can control the other
senses very easily.   To Be Contd.

Incredible ISKCON

Peerless Prabhupada, the founder of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness, ISKCON

Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, Golden Avatar of Radha Krishna
and founder of Hare Krishna Movement
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Are You

Taking Too

Many

Supplements?

Here’s Where To

Draw The Line
eople who love wellness often im-

merse themselves in finding the best way
to optimize their health. Their health jour-
ney invariably can lead to what we affec-
tionately refer to as "the supplement grave-
yard." You know, that cabinet filled with
all the vitamins, powders, and potions that
accumulate, leaving many to wonder what
the heck to even take.

So is there such a thing as too many
supplements and vitamins? Let me go over
exactly what you need to know when de-
ciding which supplements to take. There
are so many to choose from, and construct-
ing an effective—yet manageable—
supplement routine is more of an art than
a science. Here's how to hit that sweet spot:

1. Know your goals.
Do you want to bring down inflamma-

tion and heal your gut? Increase your en-
ergy levels, balance your hormones, opti-
mize your nutrient levels—or all of the
above? The first question you should ask
yourself is what you are trying to achieve
with your supplement regimen. This way
you can fine-tune and focus your efforts.

2. Get a baseline.
If you want to make sure you're not

spinning your wheels and taking unnec-
essary supplements, go see a functional
medicine practitioner and get some lab
work done. Tests for vitamin D, B vita-
mins, iron, selenium, and magnesium are
very simple and can all be done through
basic conventional blood tests. We can also
run more comprehensive labs that test for
underlying factors such as microbiome
health, hormonal imbalances, or toxicity;
these can provide a lot of direction when
it comes to your health and what supple-
ments would be a wise addition to your
routine.

3. Track your food intake.
For at least one week, log your typical

food intake in a food tracking app like
MyFitnessPal. In these programs you can
see what you're lacking as far as micronu-
trients (vitamins and minerals) and even

macronutrients (protein, fat, and carbohy-
drates). Based on this information, you can
optimize the foods you eat and decide
whether or not you need a supplement to
target what you are not getting through
food alone.

Many functional medicine doctors,
with the best of intentions, will recom-
mend a number of supplements depend-
ing on your case. Personally I always use
food as medicine primarily for a strong
foundation and use supplements based on
labs to keep it targeted and organized.
Some people do well with phasing in their

supplements every few days to see how
they respond while others are perfectly
suited to start them all at once. Depending
on what you are taking, sometimes it is
appropriate to spread supplements out over
the day to maximize nutrient absorption.

4. Read labels and look for daily val-
ues (DVs).

Once you find out which supplements
are pertinent to your unique needs, the
next step would be to pick a quality
supplement with the correct dosage. Read
the labels and look at the dosage and the
daily value percentage (%DV). We all have
different needs and requirements, so it may
be appropriate for you to talk to a quali-
fied functional medicine practitioner here,
but generally speaking, getting around
100 percent of the daily recommended
value is a good idea. If you are taking more
than one supplement with the same nutri-
ent, remember to add this to the percent-
age.

5. Know how much is too much.

Our bod-
ies tend to pee
out extra water-
soluble vitamins
like B-complex vita-
mins and C, so toxicity
tends to be less likely an is-
sue. On the other hand, fat-soluble vita-
mins like vitamins A, D, E, and K2 can be
toxic if you take too much for your body.
This also applies to minerals like selenium,
which in excess can cause hair loss, fa-
tigue, and joint pain. Similarly, supple-
menting with iron in excess can be oxi-

dizing, fueling inflammation. Therefore,
reading labels and understanding the up-
per limits (which you can find on the NIH
website) and the difference between fat-
soluble and water-soluble vitamins are
very important for your health and safety.

6. Be familiar with common supple-
ment interactions.

The supplements you choose might be
right for you in theory but not in reality.
This is likely due to interactions with pre-
scribed medications you may be taking.
For example, CoQ10, which is a great nu-
trient that many people can benefit from,
has many potential reactions with phar-
maceutical drugs like diabetes medica-
tions, beta blockers, blood thinners, and
ACE inhibitors. Melatonin, the common
natural sleep supporter, can interact with
medications for diabetes, blood thinners,
and birth control. For thyroid medications
it is advised to wait at least three hours
before you take any supplements (or foods)
that contain calcium and iron. Calcium and

iron can inter-
fere with the ab-

sorption of your thy-
roid medication.
7. Talk with your doc-

tor, but still think for yourself.
If you're taking any medica-

tions, I suggest talking with your pre-
scribing doctor before taking a supple-

ment. The problem with this advice, how-
ever, is that unless your doctor is trained
in functional medicine or at least nutri-
tion, they might not know what to tell you
and will probably err on the side of cau-
tion, telling you to avoid taking the supple-
ment. Why is this? Medical schools in the
United States offer, on average, only about
19 hours of nutrition education over four
years of medical school. Only 29 percent
of U.S. medical schools offer med students
the recommended 25 hours of nutrition
education. On the flip side, many doctors
have taken it upon themselves to earn ex-
tra degrees and certifications in nutrition
and functional medicine and will be able
to help you safely manage your supple-
ments. Regardless, I'm still a major advo-
cate for having an open, honest dialogue
with any prescribing doctor so that they,
as medical professionals, are looped into
your health decisions, and you can make
the most educated choices for your health.

Remember, you can't supplement your
way out of a poor diet. Food is founda-
tional, and supplements are meant to do
just that: supplement a whole-food, nutri-
ent-rich diet. So how do you know if you're
taking the wrong supplement or too much
for your body? The symptoms of overdo-
ing it on a supplement can vary, but diges-
tive symptoms like diarrhea, bloating, or
stomach pain are typically the first indi-
cation. I suggest that most people check
in on their body with labs occasionally,
depending on what they are going through
or what they are supplementing with. One
of my goals as a functional medicine prac-
titioner is to fine-tune and tweak supple-
ment protocols and food plans as time goes
on.
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Modi, May hold talks on infusing new
energy into post-Brexit bilateral ties

London :  Prime Minister Narendra
Modi assured his British counterpart
Theresa May that the UK's withdrawal
from the European Union offers opportu-
nities to "further increase" bilateral trade
ties as the two leaders had "fruitful
discussions" on multiple aspects of
India-UK relations and issues like
counter-terrorism, radicalisation and
online extremism.

Modi, who arrived at 10 Downing
Street for a breakfast meeting, was
greeted with the customary handshake
by May. "Very welcome to London,
Prime Minister," May said as she greeted
Modi.

Both leaders discussed ways to boost
cooperation between India and UK.

"Wonderful meeting with Prime
Minister @theresa_may at 10, Downing
Street. We had fruitful discussions on
multiple aspects of India-UK relations,"
Prime Minister Modi tweeted after the
meeting.

Ministry of External Affairs spokes-
person Raveesh Kumar said the two
leaders had wide-ranging talks on
redefining and infusing new energy into
the bilateral engagement post-Brexit.

Brexit refers to the UK's decision in a
June 23, 2016 referendum to leave the
28-nation European Union (EU).

A statement issued by 10 Downing
Street after the meeting said that the
Syria air strikes, counter-terrorism,
radicalisation and online extremism
were among some of the key topics
covered by both leaders.

"Prime Minister Modi said there
would be no dilution in the importance
of the UK to India post-Brexit. He said
the City of London was of great impor-
tance to India for accessing the global

markets and would remain so," a
Downing Street spokesperson said.

"The Prime Minister (May) updated
Prime Minister Modi on the progress of
the UK's withdrawal from the EU, saying
the implementation period agreed in
March gives Indian companies and
investors the confidence that market
access will continue on current terms
until the end of 2020," the spokesperson
said.

May reiterated the UK's position on

Russia's recent "destabilising
behaviour", underlined by the attack in
Salisbury on former Russian double
Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia
and the protection provided for the
Syrian regime's repeated use of chemical
weapons against its people.

"They reflected on the progress made
on bilateral defence and security
cooperation since the Prime Minister's

visit to India in 2016 and the agreement
to a number of Defence Capability
Partnerships in key strategic areas, with
closer military-to-military ties under-
pinned by a succession of high level
visits and exchanges," Downing Street
said.

During a discussion on cooperation
between the two countries on legal
matters, which is likely to have covered
extradition matters, May also welcomed
the return to the UK of the "Chennai

Six", the former British soldiers accused
of piracy who were freed from an Indian
jail last year.

The two leaders said trade between
the UK and India had grown strongly
over the last year and agreed to build on
the recommendations of the UK-India
Joint Trade Review to reduce barriers to
trade, to make it easier to do business in
both countries and enable a stronger

bilateral trade relationship for the future.
May and Modi discussed a new UK-

India Tech Partnership, which will create
thousands of jobs and generate signifi-
cant investment in both our economies.

Looking ahead at the Common-
wealth Heads of Government Meeting
(CHOGM) tomorrow, they also agreed on
the importance of working together to
build a more "sustainable, prosperous,
secure and fairer future" for all Common-
wealth citizens.

A "flash mob" of sari-clad women
from Indian Ladies in UK, accompanied
by dhols, had gathered outside Downing
Street to welcome the Indian PM with
banners such as "In India, Peace is
always in Fashion".

After his meeting with the British
Prime Minister, Modi visited the Science
Museum to explore the '5000 Years of
Science and Innovation' exhibition and
interact with Indian-origin and other
scientists and innovators based in the
UK.

The event, hosted by Prince Charles,
include the launch of a new Ayurvedic
Centre of Excellence, aimed at creating a
first-of-its-kind global network for
evidence-based research on yoga and
Ayurveda.

"The Prince and @narendramodi
watch a performance by the Akademi
South Asian dance group at the
@sciencemuseum," Clarence House
tweeted.

It said the exhibition celebrates
India's role in the history of science and
technology by exploring its contribu-
tions to subjects including space
exploration and engineering.

Modi had landed in Britain from
Stockholm overnight for bilateral
engagements as well as multilateral
discussions as part of the Common-
wealth Heads of Government Meeting
(CHOGM). He was received at the airport
by UK foreign secretary Boris Johnson,
who said he was "excited" that India-UK
bilateral trade is growing at 15 per cent a
year and the visit will help build on
"huge economic advantages". Both
leaders held a late night meeting at
Heathrow airport.

According to official estimates,
India-UK bilateral trade stands at USD
13 billion, with the UK among the
largest G20 investors into India. Modi's
UK visit this week will have a particular
focus on the India-UK technological
partnership as well as an enhanced role
in the Commonwealth.

A series of demonstrations, including
a silent protest to condemn the rape and
murder of an eight-year-old girl in
Jammu and Kashmir's Kathua district,
have been planned by various groups at
Parliament Square here his visit.
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65th National Film Awards announced
Late Sridevi gets the

best actress award for
'MOM' while late Vinod
Khanna  conferred with
Dadasaheb Phalke award

The 65th National
Film awards were an-
nounced in New Delhi on
Friday and the winners
were announced by film
director Shekhar Kapoor
who heads the jury with
members like Imtiaz
Hussain, Mehboob,
Gautam Tadimalla, P.
Sheshadri, Anniruddha
Roy Chowdhury, Ranjit
Das, Rajesh Mapuskar,
Tripurani Sharma and
Rumi Jaffrey. Assamese
film Village Rockstars has
bagged the best film
award.

Bahubali 2 won the
award for best popular
film for providing whole-
sale entertainment.
Riddhi Sen bagged the

award for Best Actor for his
performance in Bengali
film Nagarkirtan. Divya
Dutta won Best Supporting
Actress award for her per-
formance in film Irada. The
best supporting actor has
been given to Fahad Fazil
for Thondimuthalum
Driksakshiyum. Newton
has been awarded the best

Hindi film.  Music maestro
AR Rahman has won the
best background score for
Mom. Water baby has been
adjudged the best non-fea-
ture film on the year.
Yesudas has been named
the best male playback
award for "Poy Maranja
Kalam" in the movie
Viswasapoorvam Mansoor.

The award for best female
playback award has been
given to Shashaa Tirupati
for "Vaan" in  Kaatru
Veliyidai.  Best Director
award has been given to
Jayaraj for Malayalam film
Bhayanakam.  President
Ram Nath Kovind will con-
fer the awards on May 3,
2018 in New Delhi.

B-town cheers
National Award winners

The B-town fraternity heaped showers of love and
cheered the proud winners of 65th National Film
Awards on Friday.

The National Film Awards winners' list was de-
clared on Friday which saw the best of talents hon-
ored for their proficiency in different areas of film-
making.

Late actress Sridevi was conferred with the Best
Actress award for her film 'Mom' following which her
daughters, Janhvi Kapoor and Khushi Kapoor along
with their father, Boney Kapoor released a joint state-
ment to express their happiness.

Karan Johar and Tappsee Pannu took to Twitter to
congratulate the partners of 'The Ghazi Attack' for
winning the national award in the category of Best
Telugu film.

The actress wrote, "So so proud to be a part of a
film winning National award. #Ghazi Love and hugs
to my entire team!"

The director also cheered Abbas Ali Moghul for
winning the award of Best Action Direction for
'Baahubali:

Rajkumar Rao's 'Newton' also won the award for
Best Hindi Film. He tweeted, "Newton won the Na-
tional award for the best Hindi film. Such a pompous
moment for all of us. Congratulations team Newton
for this well-merited special mention"

Kapoors elated on Sridevi bagging
the National Award for Mom

The announcement of the National Award for the
late Sridevi as the Best Actress for her mind-blowing
performance in "Mom" left her daughters Jhanvi and
Khushi and her husband Boney Kapoor elated. Says a
source close to the Kapoor Khandaan,that the legacy
of the "super actor" will live on.

Meanwhile Filmmaker Shekhar Kapur, jury chair-
person for the 65th National Film Awards, notified the
media that his "Mr. India" actor Sridevi wasn't selected
for the honour because of his relationship with her but
due to her contribution to "Mom".

Shekhar Kapur astonished by

class of series of regional films

Globally much-admired filmmaker Shekhar Kapur,
jury chairperson of the 65th National Film Awards,
stated that the tag of "regional cinema" must not be
attached to Indian movies in languages other than
Hindi. Kapur forayed into film production as a direc-

tor with Bandit Queen
in India. However, he is
astonished by the class
and series of subjects
that some of the movies
in Assamese,
Malayalam, Bengali
and Marathi movies
touched upon. The film-
maker said non-

Bollywood movies merit the attention.
"What an eye opener it has been chairing the Na-

tional Film Awards 2018. The class of regional cin-
ema has left us staggered. It's world class and it's time
to take away the tag of regional cinema. Hindi cin-
ema no longer can compete with the quality from
what we have seen from other languages. Alas main-
stream media and Bollywood have a extremely in-
cestuous relationship. So the luminosity of the new
regional cinema remains veiled from audiences. It's
time for that to change," he tweeted.

Kriti to receive Dada

Saheb Phalke Award
 Kriti Sanon has worked only in four Hindi films,

but the actor is privileged to be honored with the
prestigious Dada Saheb Phalke Award for her memo-
rable performance as “Bitti” young and free minded
girl, from a small town in ‘Bareilly Ki Barfi’. The
critics and the audience have acclaimed th actor for
her stunning performance in  the film. Along with
the 27 year old, Sanon, the romantic-comedy helmed
by Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari also features Ayushmann
Khurrana and Rajkummar Rao in lead role. The story
is based on the French novel ‘The Ingredients of
Love’ penned by Nicolas Barreau.

Controversial Pahlaj Nihalini teams up again with Govinda
Filmmaker Pahlaj Nihalini who turned

out to be a controversial figure during his
term with the Central Board of Film Certifi-
cation and David Dhawan's favourite hero
Govinda worked together earlier in
"Aankhen" released over two-n-half decades
ago. Now the twosome seems to be having a
blow-up on their next one, Rangeela Raja.

Since the past one month, they have
been shooting for this entertainer that also
features three new girls. The producer of
super hits like Ilzaam, Paap Ki Duniya and
Shola Aur Shabnam turns director with his
latest, which also sees Govinda in a triple
role for the first time in his 32-year-long
innings as an actor.

Ekta to go in for TV version of

Kabhi Khushi Kabhi Gham?
Speculations are rife that Soap

Queen Ekta Kapoor will reportedly go
behind the television version of the

Karan Johar blockbuster 'Kabhi
Khushi Kabhi Gham'. She is to ac-
quire the rights for the television
version from Dharma Productions
and most likely Sony Entertain-
ment Television will be airing the
project Ekta is at present, work-

ing on 'Naagin 3', 'Kausatii Zindagii
Kii' and the spin-off show for 'Yeh Hai

Mohabbatein'.
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Anil - Madhuri to reinstate magic

in ‘Total Dhamaal’ after 26 years

After having teamed to-
gether in  Rajkumar
Santoshi’s 2000 drama,
Pukar, now Indra Kumar is
geared up to bring back
one of the most accepted
jodis of the ’90s, Anil
Kapoor and Madhuri Dixit,
together in his forthcoming
film ‘Total Dhamaal’

The pair will plunge
into the shoot for the ad-
venture-comedy from Sat-

urday 14 April today and
groove to the title track.
Indra Kumar affirms that he
along with Anil and
Madhuri are shooting to-
gether after 26 years after
‘Beta’ and feels excited on
the reunion with his block-
buster pair. They play hus-
band and wife in the film
and have been prepping for
a while.

Other big names to join

Anil-Madhuri in the song
on Sunday will be Ajay
Devgn, Arshad Warsi,
Jaaved Jaaferi, Riteish
Deshmukh, Sanjay Mishra
and Pitobash.

Interestingly, Anil and
Madhuri have shared
screen space in over a
dozen films from Hifazat  to
the the memorable Tezaab,
Parinda, Ram Lakhan,
Kishen Kanhaiya, Beta,
Khel and Pukar. They also
shared screen space in films
like Dil Tera Aashiq and
Gharwali Baharwali.

Both Anil and Madhuri
will be shooting non-stop
for the project. Kumar de-
scribes this Ajay Devgn and
Fox Star Studios produc-
tion “Total Dhamaal” as his
“most prestigious and am-
bitious project.”

Kareena and Sonam groove to a
party number for ‘Veere Di Wedding’

Badshah enthralled music lovers
with his party number 'Abhi Toh Party
Shuru Hui Hai' in the Sonam Kapoor
starrer 'Khoobsurat'. Now once again the
twosome collaborate for 'Veere Di Wed-
ding'  in which Sonam shares screen
space with Kareena Kapoor, Swara
Bhaskar and Shikha Talsania  in the
dance number choreographed by Farah
Khan. They shot for the song in Mumbai
recently.

This is going to be one song to watch
out for.

In midst of her own wedding
rumours, Sonam Kapoor is gearing up
for her much awaited film, 'Veere Di
Wedding'  The actress is kicked about
working with Farah Khan and sealed the
moment on Instagram with a selfie and
wrote, "Farah! I'm so lucky I get to work
with you! Thanks so much for doing this
song! We love you!

Kareena Kapoor Khan had earlier
spilled the beans on the premise of her
return film post Taimur's birth. She

claimed that "Veere Di Wedding' is a
movie about four women who attend my
wedding and all the extravagance that
it involves. It is the perfect time to do
this movie that deals with women and
their emotions." She further added that
even after returning to movies spend-
ing time with Taimur remains her top
priority

Earlier in an interview she quoted
that she started 'Veere Di Wedding' nine
months following Taimur's (Ali Khan)
birth and it is approximately unheard of
in Bollywood. She feels that people
should be patient with her because she
doesn't have the bandwidth to work so
hard so soon. But, she would like to
spend some time with her son, get things
sorted, and take her time to figure out
what she wants to do and sort her head
out.

The Rhea Kapoor produced and
Shashank Ghosh helmed 'Veere Di Wed-
ding' is all set for June 1st release this
year.

Netizens unhappy with Anupam’s
walk pace as Dr.Manmohan Singh

The walk pace  of
Anupam Kher as Dr
Manmohan Singh in 'The
Accidental Prime Minister'
has not gone down well
with netizens. A clip from
the shoot of the film has
gone viral on the social
media showing Anupam
Kher, attired as India's ex-
Prime Minister, walking
down the stairs of a build-
ing in the United Kingdom.

Anupam Kher shared
the clip on his official Twit-
ter handle and wrote - ,"This
clip was sent to me by vari-
ous people. So someone
captured it & posted it
while I was rehearsing. It is
from our shoot of
#TheAccidentalPrimeMinister
in UK. So instead of you
finding it on various plat-
forms I am happy to share it
with you all myself.
#PowerOfSocialMedia".

The clip showed Kher
donning Singh's trademark
blue turban, white kurta-
pyjama, along with a black
Nehru jacket.

The weird similarity
between the two veterans
was made sure for film on
the political honcho, titled
'The Accidental Prime Min-
ister'.

The film is an upcom-
ing biographical political

film centered on the life of
Dr Singh, the economist
and politician who served
as the Prime Minister of In-
dia from 2004 to 2014 un-
der the United Progressive
Alliance. The film is
helmed by Vijay Gutte and
scripted by Hansal Mehta.
It is based on 2014 memoir
of the identical name by
Sanjay Baru. The film also
features Akshaye Khanna
in a key role.

Pak actor Fawad Khan's ‘exit’
from B-town brunt Annup Soni
Following the Uri at-

tacks that shook the nation
in 2016, Pakistan artistes
were barred from doing
Bollywood films by Indian
Motion Pictures Producers
Association (IMPPA) in the
wake of the incident. This
led to the two-pronged ties
between India and Pakistan
to hit a violent space.

Certain TV star was also
hit by the decision. Crime
Patrol's host, Annup Sonii,
was left in a dividing line
in the upshot of the attack.

Karan Johar had signed
him for his film featuring
Fawad Khan and Katrina
Kaif, but with the Uri At-
tack, the project was put on

the backburner. As per a
source, his step and man-
ner reverberated in Crime
Patrol and Karan was obvi-
ously overwhelmed. He was
assigned the role of a tough
cop in the film and was
looking forward for the
filmmaker to make an offi-
cial announcement.

The host also revealed
that he was fed up to a cer-
tain point as repetitiveness

sneaks in if one inclines to
do the same thing day in
and day out especially if
you are in TV or movies.
One needs to explore.
There is no need to experi-
ment. I However, he wants
to remain away from TV for
some time to explore my
acting talent and take it to
the next level.

An chance did knock
on his door in the form of
Karan Johar's  big project,
but things didn't move for-
ward.

Once Pakistani artistes
were banned, Fawad never
returned to the country (at
least until now) and the rest,
as they say, is history.

Deepika Padukone to
foray into film production

Not long ago those specu-
lations were rife that Deepika
Padukone was to foray into
film production. Now with the
massive success of Sanjay
Leela Bhansali helmed
"Padmavaat"  it seems she's
really due to head that way.

 A source informs that
Deepika is focusing on setting
up her own production house.
She wants to be associated
with interesting and content
driven films and very soon she
is don the producer's hat..

So it should come as no
surprise that the actress might
well announce her first produc-
tion sometime soon. Let's wait
and watch! All the best
Deepika.
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Peecee, Deepika and Aishwarya
ranked world’s most admired women

On an annual survey conducted by
YouGov, B-town’s Priyanka
Chopra, Deepika Padukone and
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan have been
honoured for mtheir inclusion in the
ranks of the world’s most admired women
in 2018. by being included in the ranks
of the world’s most admired women in
2018. Whereas Aishwarya is placed 11th,
Priyanka  and Deepika  ranked 12th and
13th, respectively. Reportedly, over
37,000 people from 25 countries were
interviewed for the study. The final re-
sults were based on “the mishmash of re-

sponses to two questions – whether a
respondent esteems the figure at all and
then whether they are the figure the re-
spondent admires the most. Each nation’s
results in the worldwide collection are also
subjective to embody the country’s popu-
lation size. India’s most admired women
list moved Padukone up to No. 4,
Aishwarya to No. 7 and Chopra to No. 8.
Other Bollywood names on the list are Lata
Mangeshkar, Sushmita Sen and Katrina
Kaif. The list of world’s most admired men
includes Narendra Modi at 8th place and
Amitabh Bachchan at 9th.

Jennifer
Winget

returns to
the small

screen with
'Bepannaah'

Jennifer Winget em-
barked into her profes-
sional career at the age of
12 as a child artiste in the
film Raja Ko Rani Se Pyar
Ho Gaya, and then appeared
as a child artiste in the In-
dian film Kuch Naa Kahoat
the age of fourteen .Later
as an adult she went on to
work in various different
Indian TV shows.

She won the Indian
Television Academy
Awards for Best Actress Crit-
ics for her role in
Saraswatichandra. Eastern
Eye placed her at 21st po-
sition on its list of World's

Sexiest Asian Women for
2012. Jennifer worked in
the Sony Entertainment
Television romantic thriller
Beyhadh where she played
negative role of Maya.

Winget is the daughter
of a Punjabi mother and a
Maharashtrian Christian
father and is often mistaken
for a Westerner due to her
unusual name. Winget mar-
ried Karan Singh on 9 April
2012. In November 2014,
Winget stated that she and
Grover had separated.

The UK-based newspa-
per Eastern Eye placed her
in their "50 Sexiest Asian

Women" list. In 2013, East-
ern Eye placed her at fifteen
position. Winget was in-
cluded in the "Television's
Top 10 Actresses" list by
Rediff. Winget was listed
among the "35 Hottest Ac-
tresses In Indian Television"
by MensXP an Indian
lifestyle website for men.

'Bepannaah' which was
premiered on March19 in
colors channel at the 9 pm
slot has turned out to be
very interesting and it is
being much raved about for
the performance of Jennifer
Winget and Harshad
Chopda. It's a passionate
drama about love and dis-
loyalty that changes two
peoples' lives forever.

The show gyrates
around Aditya (Harshad)

and Zoya (Jennifer) the two
strangers who come to-
gether by a mysterious ac-
cident that shakes the very
roots of their foundation.

According to Jennifer,
when she heard the narra-
tion for the first time for the
show, tears rolled down her
eyes and she says that a
show like Bepannaah
comes your way hardly ever
and  she is ecstatic to be a
part of it. .

Her character as Zoya is
a sweet, polite young lady
who has always led a very
sheltered life and has al-
ways been dependent on
the men in her life. How her
life turns upside down in a
flash is baffling to say the
least. She is having a blast
shooting with Harshad and
Sehban and she feels sure
that the sure viewers will
love their chemistry.

As per Harshad Chopda
who portrays the character
of Aditya, he returns to the
small screen after a hiatus
and had been consciously
waiting to pick the right
story. Bepannaah's core
concept and the director
Aniruddha and DOP
Deepak were the major
influencers in this case; he
and Jennifer hit off as soon
as they met. He is for sure
that the audience will like
their performance.

Stunning Vishnumaya rocks

at the 'Rising Star' Season 2

Vishnumaya Ramesh, a Kerala born, and currently
a student of the Amrita Public School, Kollam, is just
12 years old.  She rocked at the recently concluded
singing reality show 'Rising Star' Season 2 which had
its Grand Finale on Sunday 15 April.

She was the darling of the audience and the ex-
perts. She is very active on social networking websites
including Facebook and Instagram

Gifted with a rich vocal texture, she impressed
the experts, Shankar Mahadevan,

Monali Thakur who named her Ms. 'Thangbali
Chitra' and Diljit Dosanjh. Even the Bollywood ce-
lebrities, who visited the singing reality show to pro-
mote their film, too lauded Vishnumaya for her tal-
ents and particularly for her voice. Shankar
Mahadevan found no words to laud her - even not
knowing a word of Hindi; she could sing so brilliantly
the Hindi songs without any flaw.  One playback
singer who was much impressed by Vishnumaya for
her voice was none other than Bollywood's most
popular singer Kavita Krishnamurthy, who was awe-
struck when Vishnumaya rendered the 'Hawai Hawai
song from Mr. India.

Even Rekha was floored over Vishnumaya's voice.
A girl of twelve, not knowing a word of Hindi and
rendering a Hindi song flawlessly is something un-
believable to be raved about.

 She mesmerized the viewers with her luminous
performance on the song "Jiya Jale" in the auditions
round. Later, her performance on the song "Kehna Hi
Kya" won her a whopping 93% votes from the view-
ers via Voot app. Sadly even after reaching the grand
finale, she lost to Rohanpreet. In fact everyone ex-
pected her to emerge as the winner.

Currently, she is focusing on her career growth in
the music industry. Shankar Mahadevan has already
offered her singing assignments in films in which he
will be scoring music. He went on to add that choos-
ing a difficult song and rendering it flawlessly not
knowing a word of Hindi at this age of twelve is sim-
ply incredible.

After Amitabh Bachchan lent his voice for the Umesh Shukla helmed "102 Not
Out" it is heard that Rishi Kapoor, for the first time ever in his long career. He will be
singing the song 'Badumbaaa which happens to be a fun and a lively number com-
posed by Bachchan himself.  It appears that besides acting and singing, Bachchan
will also be penning his own lyrics in his future films too.

In the penultimate day of the shoot, the team was having a discussion on how
'102 Not Out' should also have a song featuring both the actors. While Bachchan
instantly gave a nod to the idea and even claimed that he would compose the song
himself. When Shukla approached Kapoor to sing the song, though the actor was
anxious he said that he would like to rehearse for the song first and then sing.

According to the director, when Rishi came to the recording studio, he did the
first rehearsal and after the first rehearsal itself he was himself surprised to discover
his singing talent. Surprisingly there wasn't much retakes as he was perfect in the
song.   Interestingly, the duo are sharing screen space after 27 years .

Rishi

Kapoor to

sing for

"102 Not

Out"?
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Bring BCCI under RTI
- Law Commission to Law Ministry

New Delhi : The Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) should be brought
under the ambit of the RTI
Act, the Law Commission
said on Wednesday noting
that it falls under the defini-
tion of a public authority
which has received substan-
tial financing from govern-
ments.

It also said non-consider-
ation of the role played by the
BCCI as "monopolistic" in
regulation of the game of
cricket has resulted in the
board "flying under the radar
of public scrutiny, encour-
aged an environment of opac-
ity and non-accountability"

In July 2016, the Supreme

Court had asked the commission
to recommend whether the cricket
board can be brought under the
Right to Information Act

There have been demands to
bring the cash-rich cricket body
under RTI to usher in transpar-
ency

The report, submitted to the
Law Ministry on Wednesday,
states that BCCI ought to be clas-
sified as 'state' within the mean-
ing of Article 12 of the Constitu-
tion

"An analysis of the function-
ing of BCCI also shows that the
government does exercise control
over its activities and function-
ing

"... BCCI, falling in line with
the foreign policy of India, did

not recognise a
player from South
Africa due to their
practice of apart-
heid; and that the
cricket matches
between India
and Pakistan in
view of tense in-
ternational rela-
tions were made
subject to govern-
ment approval.
The foregoing
positions BCCI

as a ?limb of the state'," the law
panel report said

It said though the BCCI is
continued to be regarded as a "pri-
vate body", owing to its "monopo-
listic character coupled with the
public nature of its functions, it
can still be termed as a 'public
authority' and be brought within
the purview of the RTI Act

The report pointed out that
BCCI has received "substantial
financing" from appropriate gov-
ernments in the form of tax ex-
emptions and land grants

The BCCI has enjoyed tax
exemptions of "thousands of
crores", the report said. "To be
precise, between 1997-2007, the
total tax exemption amounted to
Rs twenty-one billion six hun-

dred eighty-three million two
hundred thirty-seven thousand
four hundred eighty-nine. It may
also be noted here that from 2007-
2008 onwards, the registration of
BCCI under section 12A of the
Income Tax Act, 1961, as a chari-
table trust, was withdrawn," it
noted The BCCI, it said, exercises
?state-like' powers affecting the
fundamental rights of the stake-
holders, guaranteed (in) the Con-
stitution. It is hereby recom-
mended that the BCCI be viewed
as an agency or instrumentality
of state, under Article 12 of the
Constitution, thereby making it
amenable to the writ jurisdiction
of the Supreme Court under Ar-
ticle 32," the report said

It noted that human rights are
sacrosanct and innately associ-
ated with the human personality.
These rights...are to be respected
by, and can be enforced against
not only the ?state' but also pri-
vate entities.

Therefore, the BCCI should
be held accountable, under all
circumstances, for any violations
of basic human rights of the stake-
holders, the report said

To support its case further, the
law panel said the uniform Indian
team wears contains the national
colours and their helmets display

the Ashok Chakra
"BCCI, though not a na-

tional sports federation, nomi-
nates cricketers for the Arjuna
Awards. Parliament and state
legislatures chose not to en-
act a legislation to govern the
sport of cricket reflecting
tacit recognition on the issue
afforded to BCCI," it said

The panel is of the view
that the BCCI virtually acts
as a national sports federation

It said the BCCI's memo-
randum of association states
that the Board's objects and
purposes are to control, im-
prove quality, lay down poli-
cies pertaining to the game of
cricket in India as well as se-
lect teams to represent India
at international fora

"Moreover, as per the state-
ment made in the Lok Sabha,
the central government has
already been regarding BCCI
as a national sports federa-
tion... since all other sports
bodies which are listed as
NSFs are covered under the
RTI Act, it is inconceivable
as to why BCCI should be an
exception," it said

The recommendations of
the Law Commission are not
binding on the government.

Mary Kom has no intention

to retie anytime soon

New Delhi,  Thoughts of
retirement, even at 35, are like a
pack of lies for champion boxer
MC Mary Kom, who says she is
far from relinquishing the
queendom she has carved out

for herself in all these years.
The Olympic bronze

medallist, five-time world
champion and newly-crowned
Commonwealth Games cham-
pion today swiftly put to rest

speculations around possible
retirement, which gained
credence after she added the
CWG gold to her glowing list of
achievements.

The 35-year-old boxer said,
"I have never talked about
retirement, they were just
rumours. Even I was shocked
when I heard about my
retirement, Mary Kom told
reporters in the Capital as
India's boxing team returned
from the Gold Coast with three
gold, three silver and three
bronze medals.

She has won almost
everything but not winning
one Olympic gold rankles.

"An Olympic gold is what I
am still dreaming. That
remains an unfulfilled dream."

She was devastated to miss
out on a wildcard entry for the
Rio 2016 Olympics.

She seemed to have got
worked up, when a question
on calling it quits and age was
put to her, but Mary Kom
ended up managing it pretty
well, often having the audi-
ence in splits and, in a lighter
vein, also challenging the
scribe for a fight.

"Who said my age is a
factor? Come up and I will
show what I can do," she said
in jest when asked about

boxing in her mid-thirties.
"This (age issue) should be

taken out of the mind. I will
know when my body will not
allow me to carry on."

'Magnificent Mary', who is
a mother of three, conceded
she had a busy schedule -- as a
professional athlete, parent
and lawmaker -- but warned
her opponents against assum-
ing she had too much on her
plate. "I have taken this
challenge to keep fighting at 35
or 36. No one can guarantee
winning or losing, but when I
train nobody can beat me
easily," Mary Kom, a subject of
a Bollywood film, said.
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By Leeladhar Kunder

Mumbai Indians bounced back into
contention with a convincing victory over
Royal Challengers Bengaluru in the In-
dian Premier League on Tuesday. The vic-
tory could not have come at a better time
as the MI had lost three consecutive
matches giving sleepless nights to their
franchise owners.

Skipper Rohit Sharma led from the
front as he belted the hapless and helpless
bowlers from the RCB all over the ground

at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai to
the spontaneous celebration of the local
fans who thronged the ground in anticipa-
tion of a thrilling match in favor of the
home team.

Interestingly, the MI team had a disas-
trous start in the last year’s edition of IPL
as it had lost several matches on a trot and
was on the verge of elimination from the
knock out stage of the tournament.  How-
ever it later started to win matches regu-
larly and ultimately emerged as the cham-
pions to the wild celebrations of its sup-
porters.

There was utter confusion as the
Mumbai Indians lost to Chennai
Superkings XI, Sunrise Hyderabad and
Delhi Daredevils despite some impressive

performances from both their batsmen and
bowlers.  Their key player Keiron Pollard
however insisted that there is no need to
ring the alarm bell and the team is fully
committed and prepared to put up a good

show in the next matches.
True to his words, the MI team made

amends and registered a runaway victory
over the indomitable RCB led by the In-
dian skipper Virat Kohli.  The MI suc-
ceeded in making things very difficult for
the RCB side by posting an imposing to-
tal of 213 runs after batting first.  Rohit
was on a rampage as he wanted to make
amends for his failures in the previous
matches.  He had a sedate start and later
stepped up the scoring rate in the com-
pany of Pollard and Hardik Pandya.

Rohit missed a century by a whisker as
he perished while going for a big hit in the
penultimate ball of the last over.  He gave
a tame catch to the fielder in the deep and
was crestfallen as he missed the magic fig-

ure.  He however ensured that the total laid
by his team remains out of reach of his
opponents notwithstanding the presence
of players of the caliber of Kohli, De
Velliers and others.

The RCB skipper Kohli sportingly ac-
cepted the challenge as he came to the
crease at the fall of first wicket and went
after the bowling of MI.  He however ran
out of his partners and could not give fin-
ishing touch to the match.  He remained
not out on 90 runs and found the target
very difficult and his team could only score
167 runs for the loss of eight wickets.

For the Mumbai Indians the left arm
spinner Krunal Pandya came out with a
brilliant spell as he accounted for three
RCB batsmen for only 28 runs.  Jaspreet
Bhumrah and Markande also joined the
party and took two wickets each to dis-
miss any hope entertained by the RCB to
turn the tables on MI.

However it must be said that the MI
side was a bit unlucky to lose two matches
to CSK and DD even after playing splen-
didly.  The MI lost to CSK in its opening
match even after posting 165 for four and
came tantalizingly close to win the match
as the CSK achieved the target from the
penultimate delivery of last over.  In their
match against DD led by Gautam Gambhir,
the MI team had scored 194 for the loss of
seven wickets, while the DD team came
from behind to score 195 for the loss of
three wickets.

The MI team is depending heavily on
the Pandya brothers and their bowlers to
deliver the goods.  Their skipper Rohit will
have to lead from the front as he has a repu-
tation of putting up big innings once he
gets going in the twenty-20 format.

Let us wish him luck.

leeladharkmumbai@gmail.com



CMYK

CMYK

24  Mumbai, Thursday 19-25 April 2018 Last Page

Printed, Published and Owned by Mr. Sanjay Mangesh Bhaire. Printed at Somani Printing Press, Gala No. 4, Amin Industrial Estate, Sonawal Cross Road-2,
Near Jawahar Nagar Fatak Brudgem Goregaon (East  400 063 and published at B/2, Mangal Murti, Goregaon Subhash Nagar Co-op. Hsg. Soc, Near

Sankardham College, Goregaon (west), Mumbai- 400 104.   Editor :  Mr. Sanjay Mangesh Bhaire  phone :  022-49719932 email :  sanjay.bhaire@gmail.com

Gold glitters on Akshaya Tritiya;
silver at Rs 39,000/kg

Mumbai : Gold prices rose by another Rs 135 to Rs
31,290 per 10 grams, due to token buying by jewellers on
the occasion of Akshaya Tritiya, but a subdued trend over-
seas capped the gains.

Silver rescaled the Rs 39,000-mark by jumping Rs 620
to Rs 39,565 per kg on increased offtake by industrial
units.

Traders said, besides token purchases by consumers
on the auspicious occasion of Akshaya Tritiya, depreciat-
ing rupee against the US dollar helped gold prices to trade
higher.

Standard gold (99.5 purity) gained by Rs 135 to end at
Rs 31,290 per 10 grams as against yesterday's closing level
of Rs 31,155.

Pure gold (99.9 purity) also rallied by a similar margin
to conclude at Rs 31,440 per 10 grams as against Rs 31,305
previously. Silver (.999 fineness) spurted by Rs 620 to
finish at Rs 39,565 compared to Rs 38,945 yesterday.

Globally, Gold prices eased as the dollar and stocks
advanced, pointing to higher demand for riskier assets
driven by upbeat US economic data and a slew of strong
corporate earnings reports.

Spot gold was marginally firmer at USD 1,346.42 per
ounce at early trade.

Meanwhile, spot silver climbed 0.2 per cent to USD
16.78 per ounce, after touching a one-week high of USD
16.83 earlier in the session.
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