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Fadnavis-Uddhav come
closer to electoral ties

ALL SET FOR ASSEMBLY POLLS
IN RAJASTHAN & TELENGANA
BJP & Congress pin hopes as campaign ends

By  LEELADHAR KUNDER

Curtain has come
down on the assembly
polls in five States includ-
ing Chattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Mizoram as the
poll campaigning has
come to end in Rajasthan
and Telengana on
Wednesay evening, where
the polling will take
place on Friday.

The Counting of
votes will take place for
all the States on Decem-
ber 12 and the exit polls
will be out on coming Fri-
day evening as the elec-
tion commission has
given a green signal to the
broadcasters and the me-
dia to air their poll sur-
veys.

This is going to be wa-
tershed elections as both
the BJP and the Congress

have made every effort to
win the polls.  Telengana is
going to be only State
where there will be multi-
plicity of contests among
the ruling Telengana
Rashtriya Samiti, led by the
incumbent chief minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao, the
Congress Party and new al-
liance partner the Telugu
Desam Party led by the
Andhra Pradesh CM
Chandrababu Naidu and the

vocal MP and national
chief of MIMIM, a pre-
dominantly Muslim outfit
led by Asauddhin Owaissi.

The Congress is count-
ing on anti incumbency in
states of Chattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh and
Telengana where the BJP
has been in power for the
last three terms to romp
home, while the ruling BJP
is banking on pro incum-
bency and the popular im-

age of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to retain
power .

The Congress leaders
have been focusing on the
leadership of their president
Rahul Gandhi who has ad-
dressed a record number of
meetings in the poll bound
States in a desperate bid to
woo the voters as the Con-
gress is out of power in ma-
jority of States and its for-
tunes depend heavily on

the poll bound States.
In Madhya Pradesh the

Congress leaders including
Kamalnath, Digvijay Singh
and Jyotiradiya Scindia
have undertaken whirlwind
tours of their States and
have launched a no holds
barred campaign against
the chief minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan to boost
their prospects.

However the infighting
among the Congress lead-

ers have marred their
prospects as the support-
ers of both Digvijay
Singh and Scindia almost
came to blows during the
ticket distribution and
the video footage of CM
aspirant Kamalnath ex-
horting the party workers
to ensure 90 per cent of
Muslim votes has gone
viral spreading panic
within the Congress.

(Contd. on page 3)
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Maha needs stringent fire
NOC norms: Subhash Desai
Mumbai :  Concerned

over the rising number of
fire incidents in
Maharashtra, state indus-
tries minister Subhash
Desai Tuesday pitched for
making the process strin-
gent for obtaining fire no-
objection certificates
(NOCs).

Admitting that the gov-
ernment did relax a few
norms while reducing the
number of approvals
needed to be taken by in-
dustries under the ease of
doing business, Desai said
that certain safety norms
were also relaxed during the
process.

"We reduced the num-
ber of approvals required
from 75 to 25 while trying
to bring in ease of doing
businesses.

However, after these in-
cidents, we feel we
shouldn't give any relax-
ation if they don't exercise
their duties with the sense
of responsibilities," he said
while speaking at an event
organised by the Power
Cable Alliance.

"We are reviewing on

whether to give any relax-
ation connected with safety
of people and property," he
added.

Desai was referring to
the recent incidents of fire
at Mahalaxmi and Roha
industrial unit.

"In Roha incident, the
explosion and fire that led
to a loss of huge property
was mainly because there
was no proper earthing to
the equipment and also
lacked the quality of infra-
structure. Also, there were
no proper escape routes,"
he added.

The minister further
said that if both, the private
and public sector act effi-
ciently on the rules and
regulations related to fire
safety, then the government
can consider giving them
relaxations.

"We request the indus-
try representatives and the
public sector to offer their
suggestions and recom-
mendations regarding
implementation of fire
safety rules to ensure better
control. We are also con-
templating to hold a safety
conference soon to enrich
the deliberations," he
added. Meanwhile, speak-
ing at the event earlier
Milind Deshmukh, presi-
dent of the National Asso-
ciation of Fire Officers, said
that nearly 25,000 lives are
lost in fire incidents in the
country every year and 90
per cent of those are due to
short-circuits.

"This means we are los-
ing 63 lives every day and
of them 42 are women and
children which is an alarm-
ing number," he said, point-

ing out that there were no
enough safety standards
nor incentives are given for
quality products.

Deshmukh said that
country has deficiency of
80 per cent of fire safety
equipment, manpower and
buildings.

Shreegopal Kabra, man-
aging director, RR Cable,
said the real estate rates
were ranging from Rs 3,000
per sq ft to Rs 1 lakh per sq
ft in the state against which
the actual expenditure in-
curred on electrical infra-
structure was Rs 100 to Rs
180 per sq ft.

"But despite that no at-
tention is being paid to en-
sure quality electrical fit-
tings," he added.

Vijay Karia, managing
director, Ravin group, said
as under the new RERA
regulations, builders were
penalise for not giving flats
within the given period, on
the same lines, the provi-
sion of penalisation should
be made for faulty or sub-
standard electrical fittings
as people were losing lives
and properties due to that.

Himachal
resident
arrested in

Mumbai with
1.3kg charas

Mumbai : A 38-year-old
photographer was arrested
with 1.3 kilograms charas
worth Rs 6.5 lakh from
Chunabhatti by the
Ghatkopar unit of the Anti-
Narcotics Cell, an official
said Tuesday. Police iden-
tified the accused as
Himachal Pradesh native
Lilamani Roliram Chauhan
alias Cunni and stated that
he had come to supply
"manali cream" (street lingo
for charas from Parvati Val-
ley in that state). "Chauhan
was waiting for his custom-
ers near a bus stop on Sion-
Thane lane on Eastern Ex-
press Highway when he was
nabbed," the official said.
He was charged under Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotro-
pic Substances Act and a
local court remanded him
in police custody till De-
cember 10, he added.

Gardens, better seating arrangement

planned at KEM Hospital
Visitors to KEM Hospi-

tal may soon find its pre-
mises in Parel to be a more
welcoming sight, with new
dean Dr. Hemant Deshmukh
planning to start work on
landscaping gardens,
patching up uneven roads,
and improving the seating
areas for patients and their
relatives. Dr. Deshmukh
said he has already started
talks with the Garden and
Civil departments to take
the plan forward. The
1,800-bed civic-run facil-
ity is one of the biggest
public hospitals in the city
and treats nearly 85,000 in-
patients and 19 lakh outpa-
tients annually.

Dr. Deshmukh said, “I
am aiming to clear uneven
ground patches and pot-
holes, and have greenery in
as many places as possible.
The premises will look ap-
pealing and cleaner. We
will simultaneously put
more benches, drinking
water resources, and shade

to ease the wait on the hos-
pital premises.”

He will hold discus-
sions with the Garden De-
partment to finalise the
plan. “There is concrete
ground in some places, and
paver blocks in some. The
idea is to have an even
ground. This will also help
solve the waterlogging,” Dr.
Deshmukh, who took over
as dean last month, said.

Last year, many patients
had to be shifted to higher
floors after the ground floor
wards and departments
were flooded following ex-
cessive rain. The hospital
is located in a low-lying
area.

Dr. Deshmukh said he is
also working towards set-
ting up single window sys-
tems so that patients don’t
have to run from one place
to another and the waiting
time is reduced. He said the
plans are at a preliminary
stage, but will be imple-
mented soon.

Vested interests
behind Mumbai forest fire,

say environmentalists
A day after a massive

fire broke out in the forest
area near Aarey Colony in
Goregaon on Monday, en-
vironmentalists and activ-
ists said that it was started
deliberately to prevent
vegetation from growing
on the land and make the
area available for commer-
cial purposes.

The fire started at 6.21
p.m. near an IT park close
to Gokuldham Society and
was declared a Level III
emergency by 8 p.m. It was
doused with beaters as the
steep terrain made it diffi-
cult for fire-fighters to reach
the spot with their equip-
ment.

Mumbai 04/12/2018:
Barren hill seen day after
forest fire at the land where
fire broke out yesterday late
eveing at SGNP near Aarey
Colony in Jogeshwari on
Tuesday. Photo:Prashant
Waydande.
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Environmentalist Rishi
Aggarwal said, “This is a
collective failure on the part
of the activists and the en-
tire population of Mumbai.
This has been happening
because the organisations
concerned for environment
protection are not taking
the required steps. The fact
that organisations like The
Bombay Natural History
Society and the World
Wide Fund for Nature are
not stepping in means they
are only doing what the
establishment wants. It is a
city of millions of people
and yet no one comes for-
ward to save the environ-
ment.”

Residents of the area
said that the fire was not an
one-off incident, and such
fires occur in the area every
year. Sandeep Sawant, a lo-
cal resident, said, “For the
last 10 to 15 years, every
time the land becomes dry
after the monsoon, it is set
on fire by certain elements.
Only this time, it spread to
a wider area and was no-
ticed by the media.”
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In Rajasthan, the
Congress is banking on
the former chief minister
Ashok Gehlot and the CM
contender Sachin Pilot
and has cleverly refrained
from announcing its CM
candidate.  The BJP on
the other hand has no
option except to back its
incumbent CM Vasundara
Raje and hope to come
back to power. The PM
Modi who has been

addressing a series of poll
meetings in Rajasthan and
Telengana and emerged as
the star speaker has
reminded the voters that
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat
had retained power in the
Rajasthan and it is not a
fact that the voters here
invariably vote out the
ruling party and give a
chance to the Opposition
after every term. He has
also hit out at the Con-
gress for ignoring the
interest of Sikh commu-

nity while handing over
Kartarpur Sahib area
where Guru Nanak had
attained Samadhi to
Pakistan and insisted that
the imbroglio could be
solved due to his
government’s initiative.

The national chief of
the BJP Amit Shah has
already issued a clarion
call to the party workers
and is reeling figures of
achievements of the
Vasundara regime in a do
or die bid to retain power

in Rajasthan. “Mera
Booth Sabse Mahan” has
become a byword for the
BJP workers who are now
entrusted with the task of
managing each and every
booth on the polling day
to swell its voting
numbers. Meanwhile the
polling in Telengana
which is taking place nine
months ahead of the
scheduled date is fought
bitterly by the political
parties.  All the main
leaders including the PM

Narendra Modi, the BJP
chief Amit Shah, the
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi, the Andhra
Pradesh CM Chandrababu
Naidu and asauddhin
Owaisi have appealed to
the electorate to vote in
their favor to solve their
problems and further
develop the newly carved
out State Telengana.

One thing is sure that
the polling results could
either mar or resurrect the
Congress president Rahul

Gandhi whose political
career is under a cloud
following his party’s defeat
in majority of States apart
from the humiliating
defeat it suffered at the
hands of Narendra Modi in
the last general elections.

Interestingly, both the
BJP and the Congress are
striking confidence in
winning all the five States
and have made elaborate
preparations to hold
celebrations galore all
over the five States.

FLAT FOR SALE

830 SQ, FT GROUND FLOOR FLAT WITH
PERSONAL GARDEN OF108 SQ.FT

AT PRASADAM MIDC PIPELINE ROAD,
AMBERNATH EAST

NEXT TO GOLDEN PUNJAB HOTEL, CHIKOLI

TOTAL AMOUNT – RS 30 LAKHS INCLUDING
STAMP DUTY CHARGES,  SOCIETY CHARGES

AND POSSESSION CHARGES

FLAT NO A4 -001

CONTACT- 91 98337 72654

Rajasthanis keen on
Rajasthan poll results

BY OUR
CORRESPONDENT

The people from
Rajasthan settled in
Mumbai are minutely fol-
lowing the political pulse
of their state which is go-
ing to polls on December
7, is termed as a semi-final
before the Modi-led gov-
ernment faces the general
elections in another couple
of months.

Most of the Rajasthanis
belong to trading commu-
nity and have been strong
supporters of BJP for quiet
sometime. However, de-
spite the  GST and Demon-
etisation, which hit busi-
ness , the Rajasthani com-
munity still see a ray of
hope in PM Modi as a torch-
bearer. But, many feel
though Rajasthan Chief
Minister has not done
much, whereas Congress
leaders especially state
Congress chief Sachin Pi-
lot and senior Congress
leader and former Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot can
dismantle Vasundhara

Raje’s rule.
Many people have left

to their home state to can-
vass and support their lead-
ers and party. ACROSS
STATE Correspondent
spoke to some of them to
find out the mood of the
community.

Abhijeet Singh Rathod,
Pharmacist, running
Rathod Medical store in
Ghatkopar, who has been
following in his late fa-
ther’s footsteps who was a
hardcore BJP activist,
whole-heartedly canvass-
ing for BJP candidate from
his hometown in Jalore dis-

trict and is confident that
BJP nominee will win.

With Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and UP
Chief Minister Adityanath
Yogi’s visit, BJP has got an
upper hand in this assem-
bly elections and
Vasundhraji will form the
government without any
problem, says Rathod.

While Amit Panchal,
another Ghatkopar trader,
who has gone especially
for this election feels that
chances of BJP and Con-
gress winning are equal.
Inspite of people being
against the state govern-
ment for not fulfilling many
of their poll promises,
many still feel BJP would
be better than Congress,
who has not done much for
the state.

He gives credit to Yogi
and Modi in case if BJP
comes back to power, as it
would be purely because of
their public meetings peo-
ple have changed their
heart in many of the assem-
bly seats, Panchal main-
tained .

Abhijeet Singh Rathod

‘Navy monitoring all
happenings in Indian Ocean’
Kolkata : The Navy is

monitoring all the happen-
ings in the Indian Ocean
and is prepared to safe-
guard the country's security
and maritime interests, its
Eastern Fleet commander
Rear Admiral D K Tripathi
said Wednesday.

The Eastern Fleet com-
mander is in the city with
two of his ships -- the INS
Sumedha, a multi-purpose
offshore patrol vessel, and
the INS Kirch, a missile cor-
vette -- as part of the Navy
Week celebrations.

He said India was prima-
rily a maritime nation and
over 90 per cent of its trade
(in terms of volume) was
conducted through the sea
route.

"The Navy is commit-
ted to safeguarding the
maritime interest of the na-
tion wherever and whenever
required," Tripathi told re-
porters here.

"We are monitoring all
that is happening in the In-
dian Ocean," he said, when
asked about the presence of
the naval forces of other
nations, including the Chi-

nese naval ships, there.
Tripathi said India had

a 7,500-km-long coastline
and 1,180 islands and the
Navy was the prime agency
responsible for the
country's overall maritime
security, including offshore
and coastal security.

He said the Eastern
Fleet had grown in strength
and capability over the
years and now operated
some of the most modern
warships, including the
Shivalik-class stealth frig-
ates and Kamorta-class anti-
submarine corvettes, add-
ing that it would also re-
ceive some of the seven P-
17A stealth frigates being

constructed at two ship-
yards in the country.

"Since last year, the
Navy has transitioned to
mission-based deploy-
ments aimed at maximising
our time at sea with defined
outcomes in our areas of
interest," Tripathi said.

He added that in keep-
ing with this operational
philosophy, the ships of the
Eastern Fleet were de-
ployed far and for long to
demonstrate its presence.

Such deployments were
"also to assure our friends
that the Indian Navy is
available to assist in the
event of any contingency",
Tripathi said.

Guj doctor performs 'world's first' telerobotic coronary
Ahmedabad :  A city-based cardiologist Wednesday

performed what he claimed to be the "world's first"
telerobotic coronary intervention by remotely operating
robotically controlled instruments from a distance of 32
kms.

Sitting at Akshardham temple complex in
Gandhinagar, Dr Tejas Patel performed the surgery on a
middle-aged woman, who was in the operation theatre of
Apex Heart Institute in Ahmedabad.

For the operation which lasted for a few minutes, Dr
Patel used telerobotics technology. The robotic system
was placed in the operation theatre and he was connected

to it through high-speed wireless internet. Moving the
buttons from the temple, the patient's arteries were cleaned
up and a stent was inserted.

"India has achieved an important breakthrough in the
history of medical science. This is the world's first percu-
taneous coronary intervention conducted from a remote
location outside of the catherization lab," Dr Patel
claimed. The operation was shown on a screen at the
Akshardham temple, where Chief Minister Vijay Rupani
was also present. On the occasion, Rupani said it was a
matter of pride for Gujarat that such a breakthrough was
achieved in the state.
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Four held for Bulandshahr violence,
main accused from Bajrang Dal on the run

Bulandshahr (UP) :  Police
arrested four people on Tuesday
and were hunting for a Bajrang
Dal activist in connection with
mob violence in Bulandshahr
that left an inspector and a pass-
erby dead, as angry families de-
manded action amid criticism of
the UP chief minister and sugges-
tions of conspiracies

A mob of some 400 people,
including right-wing activists,
fought pitched battles with po-
lice on Monday in Siana area of
Bulandshahr district, apparently
after right-wing activists were
angered by the discovery of cow
carcasses strewn in a nearby
jungle.

They set fire to dozens of ve-
hicles, hurled stones and also
fired guns at police who retali-
ated with gunfire. In the violence,
Inspector Subodh Kumar Singh,
the station house officer of Siana,
and 20-year-old Sumit Kumar
were killed.

A video emerged Tuesday
showing what a young man with
his hand over a bleeding wound
near the abdomen, being helped
by other people as they all run.
Someone is heard in the audio
saying the man has been shot. It
was not clear if the man is Sumit
Kumar

The National Human Rights
Commission issued notices to the
Uttar Pradesh government and the
director general of police over the
incident, officials said.

Police said on Tuesday that
four persons were arrested, but the
main suspect, Bajrang Dal district
convenor Yogesh Raj, was on the
run. They said 27 people have
been named in the FIR while cases
have been lodged against 50-60
unidentified people.

Of the 27, at least four are
workers and functionaries of
right-wing organisations such as
Bajrang Dal, the officials said.

There was heavy deployment
of security forces in the area and
tension spiralled as angry fami-
lies demanded justice for their
kin.

There was confusion about
the number of those arrested with
police officials first saying four,
then three and finally four again.

Additional Director General
of Police (Law and Order) Anand
Kumar told reporters that six po-
lice teams were working on the
case and trying to identify the
accused by monitoring video
footage.

"Tension has eased in strife-
torn Bulandshahr and efforts are
on to ensure there is no trouble in
future," he said in Lucknow.

Though both Singh and Sumit
died of gunshot injuries, the in-
spector, who was posted at the
Siana Police Station, also re-
ceived injuries from hard and

blunt objects, Kumar said.
As police continued their in-

vestigations, emotions ran high
with the families preparing for the
last rites. Singh's body, draped in
the tricolour, was given a gun sa-
lute. From Bulandshahr, the body
was taken to his ancestral home
in Etah.

The deceased policeman's son
Abhishek said his father wanted
him to be a good citizen who
doesn't incite violence in society
in the name of religion.

"My father has lost his life in
this Hindu-Muslim dispute.
Whose father is next?" he asked
tearfully.

Abhishek said he last spoke
to his father when he phoned him
to inquire whether he had stud-
ied and eaten.

Demanding "martyr" status
for the slain inspector, who was
one of those who initially probed
the 2015 lynching of Mohammed
Akhlaq, his sister alleged his kill-
ing was a conspiracy of the po-
lice and demanded martyr status

for him.
"My brother was killed in a

police conspiracy as he was prob-
ing a cow slaughter case... He
should be given martyr status and
a memorial should be constructed
in his name in our native place,"
Sunita Singh told reporters.

"The cow is our mother, I ac-
cept it. My brother has give his
life for her. The CM used to chant
'gau.. gau.. gau'.. Why can't he
come for 'gau raksha'," an emo-
tional Sunita Singh asked, hitting
out at Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath.

In Chingrawati village,
Sumit's family refused to conduct
his last rites until the government
assured Rs 50 lakh compensation,
pension to his parents and a po-
lice job to his kin.

His father Amarjeet Singh also
demanded state funeral as ac-
corded to Singh.

Bulandshahr MP Bhola Singh
and local MLA Devendra Lodhi,
both from the BJP, visited Sumit's
family in Chingrawati.

Lodhi accused the district
administration and police of im-
proper handling of the case.

The BJP legislator said locals
from the two villages of Mahav
and Chingravathi had found the
carcass of a cow and reported the
matter to the police on Monday
morning.

"Police should have regis-
tered the case, filed an FIR and
taken action accordingly," Lodhi
told media.

While Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) chief Mayawati blamed the
"irresponsible and wrong" poli-
cies of the BJP government in
Uttar Pradesh for the mob vio-
lence, the CPI(M) held Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath 's  "communally
provocat ive  speeches"  re-
sponsible. The violence was
"planned" in view of 2019
Lok Sabha polls, it said.

According to Additional
Di rec tor  Genera l  (Meeru t
zone) Prashant Kumar, the
protestors from Mahaw vil-
lage and nearby areas pelted
s tones  on  po l ice  and  in -
dulged in arson, set ablaze
severa l  veh ic les  and
Chingarwathi Police Chowki,
after some body parts of cows
were found in a jungle near the
village, prompting the police
to open fire.

A chilling video showing
the  body  of  a  po l iceman
slumped to ground from the
seat of a police vehicle sur-
rounded by some people came to
light after the incident.

The accused have been
booked under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code, including
those related to rioting, murder
and attempt to murder.

Lucknow : Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) chief Mayawati
on Tuesday blamed the "irresponsible and wrong" poli-
cies of the BJP government in Uttar
Pradesh for the mob violence in
Bulandshahr district in which a po-
lice officer was among the two per-
sons killed.

"Killing of (an) inspector and
one other person in Bulandshahr
violence is due to (the) irresponsible
and wrong policies of the state gov-
ernment. Strict action should be
taken against those involved in the
act so that people can feel that there
is a government here. Due to patronising of unscrupulous
elements by (the) BJP, there is 'jungle raj' in the state,"
Mayawati said.

Bulandshahr

violence due

to UP govt's

irresponsible,

wrong

policies:

Mayawati

Condoling the death of those who died in the violence, the
Dalit leader said there was a need to establish a rule of law to

prevent mob attacks.
Inspector Subodh Kumar Singh, who

had probed the Akhlaq lynching case ini-
tially, and a 20-year-old local had died of
gunshot injuries on Monday as a rampag-
ing mob protesting alleged cow slaughter
torched a police post and clashed with the
cops, according to police.

On the killing of a BJP leader in
Lucknow, Mayawati said the saffron
party's leaders were also suffering "due to
violent and aggressiveness promoted by

(the) BJP".
It seems that the BJP government in the state has failed to

discharge its duties, the BSP supremo added.
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Kolkata : Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
address a rally in Siliguri in north Bengal on
December 16 during the BJP's "rath yatra" cam-
paign, senior party leaders said.

Ahead of the parliamentary election next
year, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is
organising three "rath yatras", (chariot march)
titled 'Save Democracy Rally', in West Bengal
this month.

In 40 days, the BJP will cover all the 42 Lok
Sabha constituencies of the state where the party
has set a target to win 22 seats in the general
election due next year.

The first "rath yatra" will start on Friday
from Cooch Behar in presence of party presi-
dent Amit Shah. Modi's rally will be held in
Siliguri when the march reaches there.

"Prime Minister Narendra Modi ji will ad-
dress a rath yatra rally on December 16 at Siliguri
in North Bengal," a senior state BJP leader said.

Apart from the December 16 rally, Modi is
likely to attend three more rallies during the
"rath yatras" but the dates are yet to be finalised,
said another senior BJP leader.

Besides the first yatra in north Bengal, Shah
will also kickstart the other two -- from
Gangasagar in the south on December 9 and the
temple town of Tarapith in Birbhum district on
December 14.

Hakim elected Kolkata mayor
Kolkata : West Bengal

minister Firhad Hakim on
Monday became the first
Muslim since indepen-
dence to be elected as the
Kolkata mayor.

Hakim secured 121
votes in the 144-member
Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration (KMC) to win the
mayoral election. BJP's
Meena Devi Purohit
bagged five votes, while 12
Left Front and two Congress
councillors had boycotted
the election. The result of
the election, conducted
through secret ballots, was
announced by the civic
body's municipal secretary,
Harihar Prasad Mondal. It
was necessitated following
the resignation of Sovan
Chatterjee from the post on
November 22.

Hakim, who also holds
the portfolio of municipal
affairs, said his victory was
also a "moral defeat" for the
BJP. Purohit had claimed
last week that she would re-
ceive more votes than her
party's strength in the

KMC, hinting at a possibil-
ity of cross-voting. The
election results, however,
indicated that there was no
cross-voting. The TMC has
122 seats in the KMC
House, the Left Front 14,
the BJP five, the Congress
two, while one seat is va-

cant. Sources said one TMC
councillor gave the elec-
tion a miss due to ill-health.
After being elected the
29th mayor of the city since
independence, Hakim said
he should be known by his
work and not by his religion
and spelt out various de-

velopment initiatives.
"I will work for the de-

velopment and beautifica-
tion of the city. I will work
towards making the city
pollution-free," he said.

Hakim said the people
would get tax rebates if
they took up efforts to plant

trees in their houses. He also
stressed on waste manage-
ment and recycling to keep
the city clean. The new
mayor also announced a
WhatsApp number, asking
the citizens to inform about
their problems and come up
with suggestions to im-

prove the municipal ser-
vices.

Steps would be taken to
ensure that there was no
waterlogging in the city
during heavy rainfall, he
said. Last week, CPI(M)
councillor Bilquis Begum
had moved the Calcutta
High Court challenging
Hakim's candidature in the
mayoral polls on the
ground that he was not a
councillor from any ward of
the civic body. The high
court had on Friday refused
to stay the election.

Hakim, was chosen as
the mayor designate by the
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) councillors on No-
vember 22 in the presence
of West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee.

Talking to media after
the announcement of the
poll results, Hakim's prede-
cessor Chatterjee extended
his best wishes to the new
mayor. "I am sure the KMC
will function well under the
leadership of the new
mayor," he said.

Meghalaya govt plans to
set up farmers’ commission

PM Modi to address rally
in Siliguri on Dec 16

Shillong : Meghalaya
Chief Minister Conrad K
Sangma has said the gov-
ernment is planning to set
up a farmers' commission to
solve the problems of the
community.

The farmers face prob-
lems regarding infrastruc-
ture, logistics and market
linkages, the chief minister
said on Monday while ad-
dressing the first Farmers'
Parliament.

The Farmers' Parliament
is a platform for the peas-

ants to meet government
officials and policy makers.

"The government has
envisioned creation of a
farmers' commission to ad-
dress the concerns of the
farming community and
tackle the problems being
faced by them," Sangma
said.

The state government
has initiated various
programmes to enable di-
rect access to market and
value addition to agricul-
ture and horticulture prod-

ucts, he said.
He also told the farmers

that the government in-
tends to upgrade the poten-
tial of the farming commu-
nity through different inno-
vative and marketing
programmes.

The chief minister also
said a food exhibition and
a business meet will be held
in Meghalaya next year to
provide the farmers a plat-
form for business and tech-
nology transfer.
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Bhima Koregaon violence:
One more case registered

Pune :  Pune rural po-
lice registered one more
case in connection with the
January 1 Bhima Koregaon
violence after a woman al-
leged that her house, shop
and food stall were ran-
sacked.

Mangal Kamble, a resi-
dent of Bhima Koregaon,
filed a complaint Monday
at Shikrapur police station
stating that her food stall
was ransacked when she
was giving tea and snacks
to people visiting "Jay
Stambh" (victory pillar).

The victory pillar, situ-
ated in Perne village on
Pune-Ahmednagar Road,
was erected to commemo-
rate the Bhima Koregaon
battle between the Peshwas
and East India Company
forces in 1818.

The area had seen vio-
lence on January 1 this year
when Dalit groups had
organised a function to
mark the bicentenary of the
battle.

Kamble, in her com-
plaint, said that at around
11am that day, some 15-20
motorcycle-borne people
arrived at their stall, set up
outside the family-owned

shop, and ransacked it.
She said one of the per-

sons in this group also hit
her with a stick, adding that
the incident left her family
scared and they moved to
Hadapsar in Pune.

"The next day, at around
2 pm, our neighbour called
me and informed that our
house, shop and the stall
had been totally damaged
after they were set on fire,"
her complaint stated.

While the case is being
registered nearly 11 months
after the incident, Kamble
stated that police had car-
ried out a 'panchnama' at the
time but she could not give

an estimate of her loss then.
"When I came to know

that the government is giv-
ing compensation to the
victims of the violence, I
decided to file a police
case," she stated.

A case has been regis-
tered against some 25
people, including four per-
sons Kamble has named,
police said.

Police identified the
four as Sangram Dherange,
Prakash Kashid, Mukund
Gavhane, all residents of
Koregaon Bhima and
Vishal Gavhane, a resident
of Digrajwadi.

Police inspector

Sadashiv Shelar of
Shikrapur police station
said a case has been regis-
tered under sections 143
(unlawful assembly), 147
(rioting), 149 (unlawful as-
sembly in persecution of
common object), 427 (mis-
chief), 436 (mischief by fire
or explosives substance)
and 323 (hurt) of the IPC.

Relevant sections of the
Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act had
also been invoked, he said,
adding that no arrests had
been made so far.

The Gujarat police on
Tuesday arrested four more
persons in connection with
the leak of the paper for the
police constable recruit-
ment written exam, taking
the number of those ar-
rested to eight. Around a
dozen more arrests are
likely as the State police
has launched probe in mul-
tiple centres.

“A Delhi-based gang is
involved in leaking the
question paper and provid-
ing the answer sheet to the
candidates on payment of
?5 lakh each,” Gandhinagar
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Mayur Chavda told
journalists on Tuesday.

Talking about the
probe, Mr. Chavda said a
Delhi-based gang had
taken 25-30 candidates to
the national capital a few
days before the exam. The
candidates were given an-

swer sheets in return for a
blank cheque of ?5 lakh per
person.

“Each candidate was to
pay ?5 lakh after the exam
and a blank cheque was

taken in advance,” Mr.
Chavda said.

He said four persons
were arrested on Tuesday
while some persons are be-
ing interrogated by the po-

lice. Among the eight per-
sons already arrested are BJP
workers Manhar Patel and
Mukesh Chaudhary, and
sub-inspector P.V. Patel. Af-
ter Gujarat Chief Minister
ordered an investigation in
the case, the State Anti-Ter-
rorism Squad (ATS), CID
(Crime) and Ahmedabad
Crime Branch joined hands
with the Gandhinagar police
to launch a probe at mul-
tiple centres. The recruit-
ment exam, conducted by
Lok Rakshak Dal (LDR),
was cancelled after reports
of paper leak hours before it
was scheduled to be held on
Sunday. The written exam
was to be held for recruit-
ment to 9,713 posts of fixed-
pay constables. It was to be
held at more than 2,300 cen-
tres across the State and over
8.7 lakh applicants were
scheduled to appear in the
written exam.

‘Delhi gang involved in Gujarat
constable exam paper leak’

NCP corporator, seven
others booked for assault

on auto driver

Navi Mumbai: The
NCP corporator from
Koparkhairne, Munawar
Patel, and seven others
have been booked by the
police for abducting and
assaulting a 20-year-old
auto driver. Though the
incident occurred on No-
vember 2, a case was regis-
tered on Monday after the
complainant’s family met
the Commissioner of Po-
lice, Sanjay Kumar.

“I and my brother drive
autorickshaw for a living
and used to use Khairane
autorickshaw stand. But
Patel used to send his men
to collect ?100 daily from
us. Hence we moved to
Bonkode auto stand where
we do not have to pay any-
thing to anyone,” com-
plainant Sufiyan Shaikh
said.

On November 2,
Shaikh said, when he was
on his bike near Bonkode
auto stand, five people
whom he knew as Junaid,
Alim, Bhau, Firoz Patel
and Umar, came in an auto
and took him to the
corporator’s office. “I was
assaulted there by these
men and the corporator by
a rod. I repeatedly told
them that I recently had a
surgery in my leg, but they
kept hitting on my leg.
Their contention was that
I and my brother stopped
paying them and stopped
using Khairane auto stand.
They snatched my phone
and later let me go,”

Shaikh said.
On the same day,

Shaikh said, his brother was
abducted, assaulted, and
abandoned at Shil Phata.
“He was admitted to a hos-
pital for 15 days,”  Shaikh
said, adding he visited the
police station twice but his
complaint was not regis-
tered.

“He did visit us and we
lodged a non-cognisable
offence. He had never men-
tioned the corporator’s
name then,” senior police
inspector Shivaji Awate,
Koparkhairne police sta-
tion, said.

 Shaikh’s family met
Kumar on Monday after
which an FIR was lodged.
While in the case of assault
on his brother, the family
has approached the court,
Shaikh said.

“We are collecting evi-
dence in the case. If the
claims are found to be true,
we will arrest the accused,”
Sudhakar Pathare, Deputy
Commissioner of Police,
Zone I, said.

The corporator could
not be reached for a com-
ment.

The case was registered
against  Patel, Junaid, Alim,
Bhau,  Patel, Umar,
Sarfuddin and Sonu Kanya.
Sarfuddin and  Kanya were
present at the corporator’s
office and had assaulted
Shaikh. They have been
booked under sections of
abduction, assault and
criminal conspiracy.

BJP will make Rajasthan

prosperous, says Amit Shah
The BJP transformed poll-bound Rajasthan from a

‘bimaru’ to a developed state and would now make it
prosperous, party president Amit Shah said in Jaipur on
Wednesday while predicting that his party would form a
government with full majority.

Taking on the Congress at a press conference, he
said the party was involved in negative politics, pro-
moting casteism and appeasement. The BJP, in contrast,
practised the politics of development and got a good
response, Shah told reporters on the last day of cam-
paigning for the December 7 polls. While the Congress
promoted dynastic politics, making members of one fam-
ily party presidents, the BJP gives importance to those
who perform and work to push the country ahead, he
said. Referring to the violence in Bulandshahr, Uttar
Pradesh, earlier this week, Mr. Shah said it would be
unfair to give it a political colour. The Congress, he
added, had made allegations but things would be clear
after the Special Investigation Team report.
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Prohibitory orders extended in Sabarimala

Rahul Gandhi becomes Shiv
Bhakt when polls approach:Irani

Online voting to be discussed at State Election Commissioners’ meeting

Hyderabad : Hitting out
at the Congress, Union
Minister Smriti Irani Tues-
day said Rahul Gandhi
chants LordRams name and
also becomes a Shiv bhakt
as and when elections ap-
proach.

Addressing an election
rally at Ramagundam, she
said "How long you (Con-
gress) are going to divide
and mislead people in the
name of religion?I am say-
ing this because the
constituency's name is
Ramagundamand every
child in Ramagundam is
identified with Ram.

When the Congress
party was in power they
filed an affidavit in court
and said there was no exist-
ence ofLordRam. Now as
and when the elections
come,RahulGandhi not
only chantsLordRam's
name but also becomesa
Shiv Bhakt," Irani said.

Asserting that the Modi
government at the Centre
was committed to the de-
velopment of Telangana,

theUnion Textiles
ministeralleged that the rul-
ing Telangana Rashtra
Samithi had "failed" to take
the central schemes to
people at the grassroot
level.

At another election rally
in Nizamabad, she said if
voted to power, the
Bharatiya Janata Party
would provide bicycles free
of cost to girl students from
class VII to X, besides
scooter at 50 per cent sub-
sidy to young ladies pursu-
ing higher studies.

Highlighting the prom-
ises made in the BJP mani-
festo for the December 7
assembly elections in
Telangana, she said her
party would waive farm
loans up to Rs two lakh.

She claimed that as
many as 20 lakh families
in Telangana were given
free gas connections un-
der the Ujjwala Yojana
scheme and the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-
led government had sanc-
t ioned over two lakh
houses to the state.

"The central govern-
ment has also connected
44 agricultural markets
under eNAM (National
Agricultural  Market)
scheme for the benefit of
farmers for better price
and better market condi-
tions.

Each and every BJP
party worker can proudly
say in these 44 markets,
farmers of Telangana were
able to sel l  7.5 lakh
tonnes agricultural goods
worth Rs 30,000 crore,"
she said.

The minister also said
a notification for filling
two lakh job vacancies in
the state government
would be issued within
three months if the BJP
was voted to power.

According to Irani,
Modi government has in-
creased working days un-
der the rural employment
scheme, MGNREGA to
150 days from the earlier
100 days and also funds to
the extent of Rs 55,000
crore was given.

The use of Information
Technology (IT) to intro-
duce the concept of online
voting in elections was
among the key subjects on
the agenda of the two-day
State Election
Commissioner’s meeting,
which began in Mysuru on
Tuesday. Online voting,
which has for long been
mooted by pro-ballot activ-
ists as a solution to boost
voter turnout in urban ar-
eas, was tried out in the last
elections to six municipal
corporations in Gujarat in
2015. “We will be making
a presentation on the error-
free online voting experi-
ment we carried out in our
State during the confer-
ence,” Varesh Sinha,
Gujarat State Election
Commissioner, told media
on the sidelines of the con-
ference. Explaining the ex-
ercise carried out by the
commission during the elec-
tions to the municipal cor-
porations of Ahmedabad,
Surat, Rajkot, Vadodara,
Junagadh, and Bhavanagar

in 2015, Dr. Sinha said the
first ever online voting op-
tion in India was offered to
the urban voters who had
either a laptop or a desktop.
“It was not offered on mo-
bile phones,” he said.

A total of 20,000 voters
registered for the option,
and more than 6,000 voters
exercised their franchise
online. Even though the
numbers were a very small
percentage of the total vot-
ers, Dr. Sinha expressed op-
timism that they would in-

crease with more computer
and internet penetration,
besides greater awareness
on the concept.

The commission gave
voters the option to down-
load an app created for the
exercise on their laptops or
desktops before registering
themselves. The ballot pa-
per was made electroni-
cally and sent to the regis-
tered user and a one-time
password (OTP) sent to his
or her mobile number. Only
after the registered user

keyed in the OTP could
they make their choice in
the online exercise, Dr.
Sinha said. The process was
error-free and it can be rep-
licated in other elections in
a viable manner, he said.
“When banking transac-
tions are being carried out
online, why not voting?
With sufficient security
measures, it is possible,” Dr.
Sinha said.

He said that many coun-
tries such as Estonia and
Australia have introduced

online voting. According to
him, the concept can be
first tried out during elec-
tions to urban local bodies,
where access to computers
and internet is relatively
high. Also, electoral apathy
is high in urban areas,
which routinely witness
abysmal voter turnouts.
The option of online vot-
ing will give people a
chance to vote from the
comfort of their home with-
out going to polling
booths, he said.

Pathanamthitta/Thiruvananthapuram
:Pathanamthitta District Collector
Tuesday night extended the prohibitory
orders in Sabarimala, Nilackal, Pamba
areas for four more days.

Collector P B Nooh, after consider-
ing reports filed by the police commis-
sioner and other officials, extended the
prohibitory orders issued under Section
144 of the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC), banning assembly of four or
more persons.

"Prohibitory orders have been

extended till December 8 after consider-
ing various reports filed by officials,"
Collector Nooh told media.

Prohibitory orders were in place till
tonight at Sabarimala and surrounding
areas since the day the hilltop shrine was
opened for the annual two-month-long
Mandala-Makaravilkku pilgrimage
season, which began on November 17.

There have been protests against the
Supreme Court's verdict allowing entry
of women of menstrual age into the
hilltop shrine.

Aim big and serve society,

Naidu exhorts students
Chief Minister N.

Chandrababu Naidu has
urged students to emerge as
leaders in their respective
fields and make it big to
serve society.

Addressing them at the
4th edition of ‘Gnanabheri’
at Yogi Vemana University
on Tuesday, Mr. Naidu ad-
vised the students to exten-
sively use science and tech-
nology to improve their
learning skills.

“Put your best foot for-
ward and make a deter-
mined effort to go up the
career ladder,” he said.

Explaining how Ma-
hatma Gandhi, A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam and NTR made it big
in their lives in spite of hail-
ing from a humble back-
ground, Mr. Naidu recalled
his own “humble begin-
ning” as a student leader in
college.

The Chief Minister also
raised issues of contempo-
rary political relevance
such as the Centre’s alleged
indifference towards the
State, his role in develop-
ing Hyderabad into a

world-class city, the river
water linkage project and
his renewed commitment to
developing ‘smart districts’.

Lauding the present
generation for its high in-
tellectual quotient, Mr.
Naidu laid emphasis on the
need to channelise its
strength towards achieving
the common goal of na-
tional prosperity.

He made a specific ap-
peal to the students to
evince keen interest in serv-
ing their motherland, after
making it big in personal
career.

He also announced fi-
nancial support from the
State for innovative
thoughts that could make a
difference in the lives of
people.
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VVIP chopper case: Middleman
Michel extradited to India

New Delhi : Christian
Michel James, the alleged
middleman in politically-
sensitive Rs 3,600-crore
AgustaWestland chopper
deal, was brought to India
late Tuesday night follow-
ing his extradition by the
UAE, the CBI said.

The ruling BJP said the
extradition in the case from
the UPA era is a diplomatic
victory for India and could
spell "serious trouble" for
the Congress's "first fam-
ily", referring to Gandhis.

It also asserted that the
development was an un-
equivocal affirmation of
the Narendra Modi
government's "seriousness
in fighting corruption".

Michel landed at the
Indira Gandhi International
Airport on a Gulfstream jet
at 2235 hours, official
sources said.

The operation code-
named 'Unicorn' was carried
out under the guidance of
National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval and being coor-
dinated by interim CBI Di-
rector M Nageswar Rao, the
CBI spokesperson said.

A team of the agency's
officers led by Joint Direc-
tor Sai Manohar was in
Dubai to bring him back, it
said.

The agency said that
Michel has been brought
back to India after comple-
tion of the extradition pro-
cess.

The UAE government
had cleared the extradition
of 57-year-old Michel after
his appeal against the move
was turned down by a court
there.

His alleged involve-
ment in the chopper deal
surfaced in 2012 as a
middleman for swinging
the deal in favour of
AgustaWestland and for
making illegal payment of
commissions or kickbacks
to the Indian authorities,
CBI spokesperson
Abhishek Dayal said.

Michel was wanted for
investigation but he es-
caped and had avoided
joining the probe, he said.

A charge sheet was filed
against him in September
last year.

"An open non-bailable
arrest warrant dated Sep-
tember 24, 2015, was issued
by the special judge, CBI
cases, Patiala House Courts,
New Delhi," he said.

On the basis of this war-
rant, a Red Corner Notice
was issued by the Interpol
which led to his arrest in
Dubai in February 2017, he

said.
It was not immediately

clear whether Michel
would be kept in a safe
house or in the CBI head-
quarters itself for the night
before being produced in a
court.

"Michel, who has been
avoiding criminal proceed-
ings in India in the
AgustaWestland case, is
being extradited by the
UAE authorities to India.

"Under the guidance of
Ajit Doval, the National
Security Advisor (NSA),
the entire operation is be-
ing coordinated by the in-
charge Director of CBI, M
Nageswara Rao," he said.

Michel was behind bars
in Dubai since he was ar-
rested and sent to custody
pending the legal and judi-
cial procedure in the UAE.

The Dubai Court of
Cassation had earlier dis-

missed the two objections
filed by Michel's lawyers
and upheld the appellate
court's decision to consider
the possibility of extradit-
ing him to the competent
Indian authorities.

It was alleged that he
had entered into a criminal
conspiracy with co-accused
persons, which included
the then IAF chief SP Tyagi
and his family members,
and the public servants had
abused their official posi-
tions by reducing service
ceiling of the VVIPs heli-
copter from 6,000 metres to
4,500 metres.

The reduction in ceil-
ing made AgustaWestland
eligible for contract worth
556.262 million Euros,
which was awarded to it by
the Defence Ministry on
February 08, 2010, for pro-
curement of 12 VVIP heli-
copters.

He has been alleged to
be a "historical consultant"
of the AgustaWestland he-
licopters in the UK with
technical operational
knowledge of the aircraft,
the military bases and the
pilots, the CBI spokesper-
son said in a statement.

Michel worked with the
company since the 1980s
and before that his father
had also been a consultant
of the company for the In-
dian territory, the statement
said.

He was allegedly a fre-
quent visitor to India and
was operating as a middle-
man for defence procure-
ment through a wide net-
work of sources cultivated
in the IAF and the Defence
Ministry at different levels,
including through retired
and serving IAF officials,
the agency said.

Michel allegedly
shared the information col-
lected from the IAF and the
ministry with his associates,
who used to transmit the
despatches through fax to
other counterparts sitting in
Italy and Switzerland, the
CBI said.

"...He was updating and
informing the management
of Finmeccanica and
AgustaWestland, namely

Giuseppe Orsi and Bruno
Spagnolini and others,
about his efforts in India for
securing supply contract of
VVIP Helicopters," the
statement said.

In July 2006,
AgustaWestland's commer-
cial manager Renzo
Lunardi had proposed that
Michel will join other
middlemen Ralph Guido
Haschke and Carlo Gerosa
in carrying out "scouting
and monitoring activities"
with regard to the acquisi-
tion of helicopters in India,
keeping in view of his
"knowledge of Indian mili-
tary operational mecha-
nism", it said.

During that meeting in
Italy, they had negotiated a
comprehensive fee equal to
7 per cent of the supply con-
tract amount to cover the
expenses and their pay-
ments.

Michel allegedly en-
tered into 12 contracts
through two of his firms --
London-based Global
Trade and Commerce and
Dubai-based Global Ser-
vices FZE -- with
Finmeccanica to camou-
flage and legitimise the al-
leged bribe received by
him for clinching the deal,
the CBI said.

Won't contest next Lok Sabha
elections, says Uma Bharti

Bhopal : Union minister Uma Bharti Tuesday said
she won't contest the next Lok Sabha elections.

The senior BJP leader's announcement came days af-
ter her cabinet colleague Sushma Swaraj said she won't
contest the next LS polls.

Bharti said she will instead concentrate on the issues
of Ram temple in Ayodhya and cleanliness of the River
Ganga for the next one-and-a half years.

Bharti said she would "embark on a pilgrimage to
devote time for Ganga river and Lord Ram by leaving
power".

The Drinking Water and Sanitation Minister, how-
ever, clarified that she was not quitting politics.

External Affairs Minister Swaraj, who represents
Vidisha Lok Sabha seat in Madhya Pradesh, had last month
announced that she would not contest the 2019 polls due
to health reasons.

When asked about Swaraj's announcement, the Jhansi
MP said, "I am so sorry. I have said so (won't contest
elections) one or two years ago. Sushmaji has said it now.
Don't link both these things which are same, but the time
and reasons are different". Bharti announced that she

would set out on a 2,500-km yatra (pilgrimage) along the
Ganga river on foot from Makar Sankranti in January
next year for nearly one-and-a-half years by "leaving
power".

"I believe that one has to go to the banks of the Ganga
river by leaving power and I am doing so for next one-
and-a-half years. But I will be campaigning and would
do politics till my last and that too with energy," Bharti
told reporters at her official residence.

"I will not do anything for the next one-and-a-half
years except (working) for the Ganga and Lord Ram," she
said. Bharti's statement came amid demands by the Sangh
parivar to expedite construction of a Ram temple at the
disputed site in Ayodhya.

The saffron leader, who was a prominent face in the
Ram Janmabhoomi movement of 1990s, said she is not
retiring from politics.

"I am not taking 'sanyas' (from politics). 'Sanyas' is a
different thing. I will do politics till my end. Nobody can
force me to leave politics. I will do it while being in the
BJP only. But for one-and-a-half years, I need Ganga
(river)," the Union minister said.

BJP will get comfortable

majority in MP: Chouhan
Hyderabad :Madhya

Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Tuesday exuded confi-
dence that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) would
get a comfortable majority
in the just-concluded As-
sembly elections in the
state.

"We will get a good
majority. It's not correct to
say a number. I don't lie.
You will see on (Decem-
ber) 11th (counting day).
The BJP will get a comfort-
able majority," Chouhan,
who is here to campaign
for his party in the
Telangana Assembly polls,
said.

Some individuals

might have faced anti-in-
cumbency at some places,
but not against the govern-
ment, the chief minister
said, asserting that there
was no anti-incumbency.

On the concerns raised
by the Congress over elec-
tronic voting machines in
MP, Chouhan said, "The
speciality of the Congress
is that it starts searching for
reasons for loss even be-
fore the defeat and prepares
a prelude to it. The Elec-
tion Commission is a con-
stitutional body and we all
have faith in it."

"Can it happen in
today's age that EVMs
changed and power went
off?" he asked.
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India sees US as an important
defence partner: Sitharaman

Washington : Commencing
her five-day official visit to the
United States, Union Defence
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
Monday asserted that New Delhi
sees the US as an important part-
ner in the field of defence.

In her remarks at the start of
her bilateral talks with the US
Defence Secretary James Mattis
at the Pentagon, Sitharaman said
mutual trust and confidence in
defence partnership between the
two countries were growing.

The defence minister added
that she was encouraged by the
importance attached to the India-
US defence relationship in the
new US National Security Strat-
egy.

"A strong foundation has
been laid for the India-US defence

relationship over the years. India
sees the US as an important part-
ner in defence," Sitharaman said,
adding that the two countries
have good military to military co-
operation, defence consultations,
scientific collaborations and co-
production and co-development
and industry collaboration.

Exuding confidence that the
bilateral talks would accord
greater momentum to the dia-
logue and partnership between
the two countries, she said the
relationship continued to be very
strong.

The recent meetings between
the two countries, Sitharaman
said, have underscored their mu-
tual desire to move positively.
The high-level exchanges are an
indication of the depth and the

quality of bilateral ties as well as
their mutual desire to work
closely on a range of regional and
global issues, she added.

Sitharaman appreciated the
responsiveness of the Trump Ad-
ministration to India's sensitivi-
ties. At the same time, it is also
indicative of the desire and the
effort to have an even more ro-
bust relationship than before, she
said."Especially over the past
three to four years, we have made
considerable progress. Our rela-
tions, based on common demo-
cratic values, enjoy strong politi-
cal and popular support in both
countries. There's a growing mu-
tual trust and also the confidence
in defence partnership, which
augurs very well for the future,"
Sitharaman said.

Trump writes to Imran Khan; seeks help

in bringing Taliban to negotiating table

Islamabad:  US President
Donald Trump has written to
Prime Minister Imran Khan, seek-
ing Pakistan's support in bring-
ing the Taliban to the negotiat-
ing table to end the 17-year bru-
tal war in trouble-torn Afghani-
stan, officials here said on Mon-
day.

The development came
weeks after Trump said Pakistan
does not do "a damn thing" for
the US, alleging that Islamabad
had helped al-Qaeda chief Osama
bin Laden hide near its garrison
city of Abbottabad.

The Foreign Office (FO) said
that the President, in a letter, has
sought Pakistan's cooperation in
bringing the Taliban to negotiat-
ing table.

In the letter, Trump "stated
that his most important regional
priority was achieving a negoti-
ated settlement of the Afghan war.
In this regard, he has sought

Pakistan's support and facilita-
tion," the Foreign Office said.

The President also acknowl-
edged that the war had cost both
the US and Pakistan, and
emphasised that both the coun-
tries "should explore opportuni-
ties to work together and renew
partnership". Pakistan welcomes
the decision to explore ways for
a political settlement of the Af-
ghan issue, the FO said.

"Since Pakistan has always
advocated a political settlement
to end the war in Afghanistan, US
decision is welcomed," it said.

Pakistan also reiterated its
commitment to play a facilitation
role in good faith, stressing that
peace and stability in Afghani-
stan was a shared responsibility.

Last month, the Pentagon said
that the US has suspended USD
1.66 billion in security assistance
to Pakistan after President
Trump's directive.

Ties between the US and Pa-
kistan strained after Trump, while
announcing his Afghanistan and
South Asia policy in August last
year, hit out at Pakistan for pro-
viding safe havens to "agents of
chaos" that kill Americans in Af-
ghanistan and warned Islamabad
that it has "much to lose" by
harbouring terrorists.

In September, the Trump ad-
ministration cancelled USD 300
million in military aid to
Islamabad for not doing enough
against terror groups like the
Haqqani Network and the Taliban
active on its soil.

The Trump administration, in
the recent months, has intensified
its efforts to seek a negotiated
settlement of America's longest
war in Afghanistan where the US
has lost over 2,400 soldiers since
late 2001, when it invaded the
country after the 9/11 terror at-
tacks.

‘U.S. can’t prevent
export of Iran oil’
Iran’s President Hassan

Rouhani struck a defiant stance
against U.S. sanctions on Tues-
day, renewing his threat to cut off

international oil sales from the
Gulf.

“America should know... it is
not capable of preventing the ex-
port of Iran’s oil,” said Mr.
Rouhani at a rally in Semnan
province. “If it ever tries to do so...
no oil will be exported from the
Persian Gulf,” he added.

Since the 1980s, Iran has said
repeatedly that it would block-
ade the Gulf in response to inter-
national pressure but has never
carried out the threat.

Proposed oil embargo
Washington has reimposed

sanctions, including an oil em-
bargo, since withdrawing from a

landmark 2015
nuclear deal in
May. It has vowed
to reduce Iran’s oil
sales to zero, but
has granted tem-
porary waivers to
eight countries.

Mr. Rouhani
last threatened to
close the Gulf in
July when he
warned that the
U.S. “should not
play with the lion’s
tail”. He
downplayed the
economic impact
of sanctions, ac-
cusing the media
of exaggerating
the country’s prob-

lems.
“No hyperinflation, no mas-

sive unemployment will threaten
us. People should stop saying
such things in the papers,” he told
the crowd.

The latest inflation report
from Iran’s central bank says food
prices rose 56% year-on-year in
October. Mr. Rouhani acknowl-
edged that there were “some prob-
lems”, but said these would be
addressed in the new budget plan
to be presented on December 16.
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PAKISTAN PM Imran Khan would have set the pigeons aflut-
ter at South Block by his offer for talks with PM Modi. More
crucial for India's stance of “terror and talks cannot go to-
gether”, Imran conceded that it was not in Pakistan's interests
to allow the use of its territory for terror activities in other
countries. “The mindset of the people has changed,” he tried
to convince skeptical Indian journalists. The ball is now in
India’s court after it treated Pakistan's earlier quest to utilise
the Kartarpur corridor with suspicion as it sought a reset by
glossing over past terror strikes in India that were incubated
on its soil. Imran Khan’s call for amity and détente sounds
more sincere with a reference to India’s bugbear — cross-bor-
der terrorism.

But there were
adverse signals
both from the
presence of sepa-
ratists at the cer-
emony and the
Sikhs for Justice
(SFJ) announc-
ing plans for a
pro-Khal is tan
convention in
Pakistan. Such

provocations, even if of figurative importance, feed into the
apprehensions of the Indian security establishment, render-
ing them reluctant partners in a peace initiative. While Imran
has tried hard to cast Pakistan in global eyes as a harbinger of
peace, his admission about terror launch pads in Pakistan goes
only a small distance to address the angst of substantial po-
litical constituency here that perceives Pakistan as an exporter
of terror. The unanimity among all the major players in Paki-
stan on improving ties with India, as Imran claims, should be
reflected in bringing to book the masterminds of the Mumbai,
Uri and Pathankot attacks, the actual cause for the strain. The
Sikh community's happiness over the development of the cor-
ridor cannot escape the overarching political context. The
ease of passage of pilgrims to the shrine will always be an
adjunct of the state of play in bilateral ties. Imran is playing
for the long haul as is apparent from his readiness to wait for
reciprocation till the general elections here are over. Besides
bringing spiritual solace and fulfilment to lakhs of Sikhs, the
corridor can well be a new path to  peace.

National Commission for Women to support

livelihood programmes in Northeast
National Commission for

Women (NCW) will support
Northeast livelihood
programmes for women, particu-
larly for those in younger age
group, through Skill develop-
ment and Specialized training,
which can enable them to earn
their living and also empower
them as individuals. This was dis-
cussed at a meeting between
Union Minister of State (Indepen-
dent Charge) Development of
North Eastern Region (DoNER),
MoS PMO, Personnel, Public
Grievances & Pensions, Atomic
Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra
Singh and the newly appointed
member of the three-member Na-
tional Commission for Women,
Smt Soso Shaiza, who called on
the Minister here today.

During the meeting, it was
observed that even though the
women in Northeast, by and large,

are quite emancipated as far as
their contribution in outdoor
work is concerned, but there was
a huge scope for raising the lev-
els of education among the
women living in remote and ru-
ral areas, and also to impart skill
training to make them self - reli-
ant.

Dr Jitendra Singh said that the
National Commission for Women
can supplement its efforts and re-
sources in carrying forward sev-
eral of the women oriented
projects which are already un-
dertaken by the Ministry of De-
velopment of North-eastern
Region and the NEC. In this re-
gard, he made a special men-
tion of a number of Self Help
Groups (SHGs) of women do-
ing a commendable work in the
region.

The issue of Northeast
women, particularly of younger

age groups, living in metros
like Bengaluru and Mumbai
was also discussed. Dr Jitendra
Singh informed Smt Shaiza that
the construction work of an ex-
clusive hostel in Bangalore
University campus for girl stu-
dents from Northeast is almost
complete and the entire project
has been funded by North East-
ern Council / DoNER Ministry.
He also informed that the upcom-
ing hostel for Northeast students
in Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU), New Delhi will include
accommodation for 200 girl stu-
dents also.

Smt. Soso Shaiza was assured
by the Minister that the PSUs
working under the Ministry of
Development of Northeastern
Region  will offer their collabo-
ration and cooperation in women
oriented welfare programmes in
the region.

People with special needs require empathy

and not sympathy: Vice President
The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah

Naidu has said that people with special needs re-
quire empathy and not sympathy. He was address-
ing the gathering after presenting the 72 National
Awards for the Empowerment of Persons with Dis-
abilities (Divyangjan), on the occasion of Interna-
tional Day of Persons with Disabilities, here today.
The Union Minister for Social Justice and Empow-
erment, Shri Thaawar Chand
Gehlot, the Ministers of State for
Social Justice & Empowerment,
Shri Ramdas Athawale, Shri Vijay
Sampla, Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar
and other dignitaries were present
on the occasion.

The Vice President stressed the
need to change societal norms
through intensive awareness cam-
paigns to remove the stigma at-
tached to disability. He further said
that the society has a duty towards
fellow human beings to make them
lead good quality lives with dignity. One must learn
to recognize the valuable human assets we have in
persons with disabilities, he added.

Calling upon the people to rededicate to the
cause of less fortunate, Shri Naidu stressed the need
to provide appropriate career and life-enhancing
policies and measures to boost their self-confidence
so that the people with special needs can lead a
dignified life. He further said that a number of ac-
tions with speed and sincerity were needed to build
an inclusive society. Government has taken a num-
ber of initiatives to systematically address the chal-
lenges that they face, there is still a long way to go,
he added.

Saying that the guarantees the equality, free-
dom, justice and dignity of all individuals, includ-
ing Persons with Disabilities, Shri Naidu said that
legislations such as the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities Act, 2016 focuses on various key elements

of empowerment of persons with disabilities. He
called upon the States and Union Territories to ef-
fectively implement the Act so that the persons with
disabilities get the desired benefits at the earliest.

The Vice President said that early identification
of disability and effective interventions were im-
portant in providing care to those in need. He
stressed the need to harmonize the immunization

and disease-prevention programmes
with appropriate rehabilitation mod-
els and added that children in the
susceptible age groups should be
given access to better health care
and nutrition to prevent occurrence
of disability.

Stressing the importance of Edu-
cation in empowerment of every per-
son including persons with disabili-
ties, Shri Naidu opined that the pro-
visions of the Act have to be strictly
implemented to ensure that children
with disabilities have access to

school education with proper pedagogical support.
Our education system has to be re-invented to cre-
ate inclusive educational opportunities and we have
to use technology creatively to make this possible,
he added.

Shri Naidu said that policy makers and planners
must be aware of the infrastructural requirements of
persons with special needs and create accessible
environment. He said that increasing access to pub-
lic facilities must be priority area given the size of
the existing infrastructure and added that such gi-
gantic task require support of all stakeholders for
developing barrier-free environment for the Persons
with Disabilities be it in the physical infrastructure,
transportation sector or the ICT ecosystem.

Shri Naidu also urged the corporate and the pri-
vate entities to include in their CSR activities the
development of infrastructure accessible to persons
with disabilities.



The Indian Hockey team participating in the ongoing
World Cup for men is going places as the young lot is step-
ping into the shoes of its illustrious seniors.

The attention and focus is now on Akashdeep Singh, the
midfielder who is on the rise and is the cynosure of all eyes
with his dribbling skills and scoring.

Akashdeep has already scored two goals in the current
World Cup and is now shouldering the responsibility of the
entire team especially after the retirement of Sardara Singh,
the veteran midfielder.

Akashdeep is working in tandem with Mandeep and
Sukhwinder and is always positioning himself at the right
place as his colleagues penetrate into the rival camp.

All the eyes were on him in India’s first match against
South Korea and the Indian sheet anchor came from nowhere
to score two goals in India’s first match to maul the opponents
and register first win for the home team.

He was however tightly marked by the Belgium team in
the second match and could not score a goal.  However he
played a pivotal role while constantly moving into the deep
while guarding the midfield.

The Indian fans would certainly expect him to maintain
his form during our match against other opponents in this
World Cup Hockey 2018.

BEST OF LUCK TO AKASHSDEEP.
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Akashdeep
Singh

The most prolific run getter for
India in the women’s cricket and
former captain Mithali Raj has sud-
denly become a controversial crick-
eter following her omission from the
playing eleven in the recent World
Cup Cricket for women played in
West Indies.

Mithali who has been asked to
open the innings for the country re-
ceived accolades when she got two
consecutive half centuries in the
matches she played in the World Cup.

She was however replaced by a
lesser known cricketer in the next two
matches to the horror and terror of her
fans and Country. The popular crick-
eter did not play in the all important
semi final against England and the
Indian am had no answer to the wiles
and guiles of English team and had
the mortification of being knocked
out of the finals. A sore Mithali later
hit out at the national coach Ramesh

Mithali Raj
Powar and accused him of deliber-
ately sidelining her and later remove
her from the national team.  She had
written a letter to the BCCI asking it
to take appropriate action against
Pawar.

It is for nothing that Mithali Raj
is on the top of the global list for
leading run getters in women’s
cricket and even legendary cricketer
s including Sunil Gavaskar have
lashed out at the team management
for giving shoddy treatment to such
a leading and exceptional player
from India. Mithali should however
keep her cool and refrain herself from
taking any hasty and nasty action.
The team India needs her at least for
next couple of years.

The current Indian skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur and the vice cap-
tain Smriti Mandana should also stop
adding fuel to fire by their needless
suggestions to the selection panel.
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India’s
heaviest
satellite
GSAT-11

launched
successfully

India’s
heaviest
satellite
GSAT-11

launched
successfully

Bengaluru : India's heaviest
satellite GSAT-11, that would
boost broadband services in the
country, was successfully
launched by an Arianespace
rocket from the French Guiana in
the early hours of Wednesday, the
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) said.

Blasting off from the Ariane
Launch Complex at Kourou, a
French territory located along the
northeastern coast of South
America at 02:07 am (IST), the
Ariane-5 vehicle injected GSAT-
11 into the orbit in a flawless flight
lasting about 33 minutes.

"ISRO's heaviest and most-ad-
vanced high throughput commu-
nication satellite GSAT-11 was
successfully launched from the
Spaceport in French Guiana dur-
ing the early hours today," the In-
dian space agency said.

After a 30-minute flight,
GSAT-11 separated from the
Ariane 5 upper stage in an ellipti-
cal Geosynchronous Transfer Or-
bit. The achieved orbit was very
close to the intended one, it said.

".....the heaviest, largest and
most powerful satellite ever built
by India is successfully launched
by Ariane-5 today," ISRO Chair-
man K Sivan said soon after the
launch, describing the GSAT-11
as the "richest space asset" for In-
dia.

Weighing about 5,854 kg, the
GSAT-11 is the "heaviest" satel-
lite built by ISRO.

It is a next generation "high
throughput" communication sat-
ellite configured around ISRO's I-
6K Bus, and has a designed life-
time of more than 15 years.

Post-separation, ISRO's Mas-
ter Control Facility at Hassan, in
Karnataka, took over the com-
mand and control of GSAT-11 and
found its health parameters nor-
mal, the space agency said in a

statement.
The satellite is initially placed

in the Geosynchronous Transfer
Orbit and will be raised to the
Geostationary Orbit (36,000 km
above the equator) through phase-
wise orbit-raising manoeuvres in
the days ahead, using its on-board
propulsion systems.

GSAT-11 will be positioned at
74-degree east longitude in the
geostationary orbit, ISRO said,
adding that subsequently, the two
solar arrays and four antenna re-
flectors of the satellite will be de-
ployed in orbit. The satellite will
be operational after the success-
ful completion of all in-orbit tests.

According to ISRO, GSAT-11
will provide high data rate con-
nectivity to users of Indian main-
land and islands through 32 user
beams in Ku-band and 8 hub
beams in Ka-band.

Calling the satellite a fore-
runner in a series of advanced
communications satellites with
multi-spot beam antenna cover-
age over Indian mainland and is-
lands, it said GSAT-11 will play a
vital role in providing broadband
services across the country and
also be a platform to demonstrate
new generation applications.

Stating that GSAT-11 is going
to be the "richest space asset" for
India, Sivan said ".....it is going to
provide something like 16 GBPS
data link services to the country."

It is the third in a series of four
satellites aimed at achieving the
government's ambitious target to
provide high data connectivity of
100 GBPS in the country under
the Digital India Mission, he
added. According to the space
agency, GSAT-11 would provide
high data connectivity to users
across India, broadband connec-
tivity to gram panchayats under
the BharathNet project and sup-
port high data rate applications for

enterprise network and consumer
broadband applications.

GSAT-11 was initially
planned for launch on May 25,
but was rescheduled with the
ISRO, citing the need for addi-
tional technical checks, recalling
it for tests.  Sivan thanked
Arianespace for making it pos-
sible for the ISRO to achieve the
launch this year itself. The
Ariane-5 vehicle (Flight VA246)
also carried GEO-KOMPSAT-2A
for the Korea Aerospace Research
Institute (KARI), along with

Priyanka-Nick host reception in Delhi, PM attends
New Delhi : After their dreamy

wedding, Priyanka Chopra and
Nick Jonas hosted a reception here
that was attended by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, besides other
prominent dignitaries, family
members and close friends.

After spending the weekend in
Jodhpur in Rajasthan, the newly-
weds landed in the national capi-
tal on Tuesday. In the evening,
Priyanka and Nick appeared for a
photo-op at Hotel Taj Palace's Raja
Baugh area.

Just like the wedding affair,
the reception was also a fiercely-
guarded event.

There was tight security
around the luxury hotel and since
the prime minister attended the
event, policemen were also on
their toes.

The background bearing their
initials - NP at the centre - was
reminiscent of the one that fea-
tured as the backdrop of the mo-
ment the couple announced their
engagement in August.

Though they arrived late, the
couple smiled for the paparazzi
who waited for more than an hour
to catch a glimpse of them.

While Nick looked dapper in
a velvet jacket paired with match-
ing black trousers and a bow tie,
Priyanka opted for an beige
lehenga with neatly tied bun with
white roses.

After striking a pose for the
shutterbugs, Priyanka smiled and
told reporters, "Ab aapko family

se milate hai."
The couple's families -

Priyanka's mother Madhu Chopra
and Nick parents Denise Miller
Jonas and Paul Kevin Jonas Sr -
joined the couple on stage.

Nick's elder brother Joe and his
fiance Sophie Turner also turned
up for the photo-op.

Sophie, who opted for Indian
attires for the entire wedding
weekend, continued her tryst with

Indian traditionals. She opted for
a peach lehenga while Joe
donned a blue and black semi-
formal suit.

The couple, who is next in
line to tie the knot, posed for the
shutterbugs sans the families.

Priyanka and Nick ex-
changed wedding vows on De-
cember 1 at Jodhpur's majestic
Umaid Bhawan Palace in a
Catholic ceremony officiated by

the groom's father Kevin Jonas Sr.
It was followed by an equally
grand wedding as per Hindu tra-
ditions on December 2.

The couple shared a number
of pictures from their Mehndi and
Sangeet festivities but the veil on
the final twin ceremonies was
lifted by People magazine on
Tuesday. The US-based publica-
tion had the exclusive access to
the wedding ceremony.

India has potential to become global aviation hub: Vice President
present on the occasion.

The Vice President said that
the International Flight from
Vijayawada to Singapore that
would further enhance the
connectivity as well as Andhra
Pradesh’s business and tourism
potential. He further said that
the state of the art new terminal
will spread in 35000 Sqm is
being developed with Rs 611
crores budget to handle 1200
passengers per day with 24
Check-in counters and 8 gates.
The terminal would also
accommodate parking facility
for 1250 four wheelers, he said.
A total of 14 immigration
counters, 3 customs counters, 5
baggage belts would be in-
stalled for the convenience of
international and domestic
passengers, he added.

The Vice President said that
the new Air connectivity
between Andhra Pradesh and
Singapore would increase
India’s reach in South East Asia.
Andhra Pradesh would become
aviation gateway between the

two prospering regions and it
will boost tourism, he added.

The Vice President tasked the
state government to actively
promote tourism especially the

Budhist Circuit along with other
tourist attractions in the state.

Shri Naidu appreciated the
efforts of the State and Central
governments in facilitating the

state of Andhra Pradesh with Air
Connectivity under UDAAN
Scheme. He said that the
scheme would enable greater
connectivity between

Vijayawada, Hyderabad and
Chennai.

The Vice President said that
the recent aviation initiatives
such as development of Vizag
Airport at the cost of 90 Crores,
extension of runway at
Rajahmundry Airport at the cost
of 125 Crore and extension of
runway at Tirupati Airport at the
cost of 114 Crore would give
philip to the growth prospects of
the state.

Shri Naidu also appreciated
the authorities for adopting an
eco friendly infrastructure in
constructing the new integrated
terminal at Vijayawada Airport.
He said that the features such as
Rain Water Harvesting, double
insulated roofing, LED lighting
would conserve energy and
reduce wastage of water.

Calling aviation sector as the
backbone of the global transport
system, Shri Naidu said that was
indeed an important driver of the
economy and the most vital
sector for linking businesses,
bringing people together and

promoting tourism worldwide.
Growth in aviation sector would
yield positive results in promot-
ing connectivity and creating
jobs, he added.

Shri Naidu said that the
government has taken a series of
measures to improve infrastruc-
ture and regional air connectiv-
ity in the country and added that
schemes such as UDAN would
develop regional connectivity
and promote economically
viable flights on regional routes.

The Vice President called
upon State Governments to
partner with the Centre in a true
‘Team India’ spirit for building a
new prosperous, inclusive New
India by creating the right
ecosystem for the growth of
various sectors. The political
differences between parties must
end with elections and focus
should be given to governance
after assuming power, he added.

The Vice President said that
increase in public investments in
infrastructure projects of
aviation and other areas were

contributing in overall
development of economy.
Indian economy which is
growing at a steady pace and
the systemic governance
reforms are helping to create
a more inclusive society, he
added. Shri Naidu said that
India has the potential to
become a global hub for
MRO (Maintenance Repair
and Overhaul) in view of the
growing aviation business,
huge pool of engineering
talent and low labour costs.

The Vice President said
that the 14.1 per cent growth
over the last five years in
passenger traffic was a key
indicator of its progress and
said that reforms, systematic
development of the sector
would make a global hub for
MRO. I do understand that in
spite of the growth in
passenger traffic, some of the
airlines are facing problems
and I do hope that things
would improve soon for
them, he added.

GSAT-11.
The 3,507.20 kg GEO-

KOMPSAT-2A is designed to
conduct meteorological and
space weather monitoring mis-
sions.

Since the launch of India's
APPLE experimental satellite on
Ariane Flight L03 in 1981, it has
orbited 22 satellites under con-
tracts with the Indian space
agency, Arianespace said, adding
that two more satellites, GSAT-
31 and GSAT-30, were in the or-
der book.

The Vice President of
India, Shri M. Venkaiah
Naidu has said that India has
the potential to become
global aviation hub for MRO
(Maintenance Repair and
Overhaul) in view of the
growing aviation business,
huge pool of engineering
talent and low labour costs.
He was addressing the
gathering after inaugurating
the first International Flight
from Vijayawada to
Singapore and laying
foundation stone for the
Integrated Passenger Termi-
nal Building at Vijayawada
Airport, in Vijayawada,
Andhra Pradesh today.

The Union Minister for
Civil Aviation, Shri Suresh
Prabhu, the Minister of State
for Civil Aviation, Shri
Jayant Sinha, the Minister for
Finance, Andhra Pradesh,
Shri Y. Ramakrishnudu, the
Minister for Law, Andhra
Pradesh, Shri Kollu Ravindra
and other dignitaries were

Santosh Kumar Gangwar chairs the 223rd

meeting of the Central Board of Trustees,

EPFO held by the newly reconstituted CBT
The 223rd meeting of the Cen-

tral Board of Trustees (CBT),
EPFO was held by the newly re-
constituted CBT under the chair-
manship of Shri Santosh Kumar
Gangwar, Minister of State (I/C)
for Labour & Employment here,
today.

The Central Government re-
constituted the CBT, EPFO under
section 5A of Employees’ Provi-
dent Fund & Miscellaneous Pro-
vision Act, 1952 vide notification
published in the Official Gazette
on 09.11.2018 as S.O.No. 5668
(E).

The key decisions of the Cen-
tral Board, EPFO are:-

The Board approved the con-
stitution of the following commit-
tees and authorized Chairman
CBT, EPFO to nominate members
to the Committees:-

Finance, Investment and Au-
dit Committee

Pension & EDLI Implementa-
tion Committee

Exempted Establishments
Committee

The Board ratified the pro-
posal of appointment of M/s
CRISIL Limited as Consultant to
assist the EPFO in selection and
review of Portfolio Managers.

The Board mandated Finance
Investment & Audit Committee
(FIAC), a Sub Committee of the
Board to select new Portfolio
Managers for managing the cor-
pus of EPFO.

The Board noted that EPFO

has started investments in Tri-
Party Repo System in place of
CBLO.

The Board extended the ten-
ure of current portfolio managers
upto 31st March 2019 or till ap-
pointment of new Portfolio Man-
agers, whichever is earlier.

The Board extended the ten-
ure of M/s CRISIL Ltd as consult-
ant upto 31st March 2019 or till
appointment of new Portfolio
Managers whichever is earlier.

The Central Board took the
note of the appointments made in
the cadres of Addl. CPFC (HQ),
Addl CPFC, RPFC-I and RPFC-II
during the period from 15th May,
2017 to 15th November, 2018.

 The Central Board of Trust-
ees, EPFO adopted the revised
guidelines issued by the DoP&T
in consultation with UPSC to shift
the crucial date of eligibility to
1st January of the vacancy year
and relevant years upto which
APARs are to be considered for
conducting Departmental Promo-
tion Committee Meetings in re-
lation to all cadres in EPFO.The
Board also took note of addi-
tional responsibilities assigned
to District Offices that includes
coverage and compliance, assess-
ment of dues and damages, re-
ceipt and registration of claims,
handling of grievances and re-
covery of assessed amounts in re-
spect of establishments falling
under the jurisdiction of the Dis-
trict Office.
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Fadnavis-Uddhav come

closer to electoral ties

By LEELADHAR KUNDER

The stage is set for the
electoral ties between the
Bharatiya Janata Party and the
Shiv Sena as the two parties
have almost decided to bury the
hatchet and reestablish their
lost electoral ties ahead of the
Lok Sabha and Maharashtra
assembly polls.

The leaders of two parties-
the chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis and the Shiv Sena
chief  Uddhav Thackeray have
heaped encomiums on each
other at the Washim function in
Vidharbha last Monday to the
glee of their respective support-
ers.

The two parties have been at
loggerheads with each other
ever since the last assembly poll
when they contested against
each other and called it quits.
The Sena chief who had wanted
his party to contest a vast
majority of seats in Maharashtra
scoffed at every move by the

BJP to concede few seats to his
electoral ally and made it clear
that it was his party which is
calling the shots in the State
and the BJP should not insist
on contesting more seats than
what is offered to them by the
Sena.

An unperturbed BJP leaders
basking under the glory of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and propped up by other party
leaders refused to throw the
towel and later decided to
contest all the seats just three
w eeks before the assembly
poll and finished as number
one party in the State much
ahead of its rivals- Shiv Sena,
the Congress and the National-
ist Congress Party.

Eversince that Uddhav and
his son decided to play
naughty and attacked and
assailed each and every move
and PM Modi and CM
Fadnavis in a bid to embarrass
the BJP and bolster their own
prospects in Maharashtra.

Uddhav even started moving
closer to the Congress president
Rahul Gandhi and made extra
efforts in cosying up to the
Trinamool Congress Chief
Mamata Banerjee.

However the charismatic
Fadnavis slowly and steadily
won the race as he marshaled his
forces and won the praise from
the people of his home state by
winning most of the seats in the
by elections and other zilla and
panchayat polls to the chagrin of
his rivals.

The master stroke from
Fadnavis came when he suc-
ceeded in declaring reservations
to the volatile Maratha commu-
nity in Maharashtra which has
been hanging fire for all these
years.  The 16 per cent reserva-
tion for the Marathas in
Maharashtra has taken the end
out of sails of BJP detractors and
Uddhav must have felt that it is
no more feasible to oppose the
leadership of both Modi and
Fadnavis in view of their

tremendous popularity.
Moreover the Ayodhya

imbroglio has further fueled the
prospects of BJP and Sena
together as the national
leadership of BJP has refused to
take any tough measures
against the Sena chief and
felicitated his Ayodhya visit
with much fanfare and reiterated
the bond between the two
Hindutwa allies.

The Shiv Sena which has a
strength of 18 Lok Sabha MPs
from Maharashtra also is said to
be keen on retaining its
numbers and knows that it
would next to impossible to
keep this figure without
striking an alliance with the
BJP.

The BJP’s national chief
Amit Shah has also chosen to
mend fences with Uddhav and
took each and every allegation
made by the Sena leaders in his
stride and repeatedly advised
his workers from leaders from
Maharashtra not to fall into the

trap laid down by the Sena and
refrain from issuing provoking
statements.

It is learnt that the BJP is
willing to leave the same
number of seats to the Sena
which it contested during the
last general election, notwith-
standing the fact that the BJP is
on ascendency in the State and
is better equipped to contest
the polls on its own to the
discomfiture of Shiv Sena.

As the general elections in
the country is only few months
away, the Sena has now
suddenly raised its Hindutwa
commitment and is frowned
upon by other political parties
to entertain any hope to strike
an alliance with the constitu-
ents of Mahagatbandhan,
which was earlier functioning
under the name of United
Progressive Alliance in both
Delhi and elsewhere.

The Sena MPs are also
reluctant to face the electorate
separately and have reportedly
got feedback from its cadres
that it would be extremely
difficult nay impossible to
contest the polls on their own
and it is in their benefit to
patch up its differences with
the BJP and the two parties go
ahead with the joint poll
campaign as they had done
during the LAST general
elections .

Narendra Modi had ad-
dressed record poll meetings in
Maharashtra and campaigned
vigorously for the BJP and
Sena during the last general
elections in his capacity as the
then prime ministerial candi-
date of the National Demo-
cratic Alliance led by the
Bharatiya Janata Party.

Both the BJP and the Sena
reaped rich benefits as  Sena
won as many as 18 Lok Sabha
seats while the BJP won 22
from Maharashtra which saw
the BJP crossing the majority
mark required to form the
Union government on its own
for the first time since Indepen-
dence.

Meanwhile workers of both
the BJP and the Sena have
endorsed the decision of their
national leaders and are
working in tandem in
Maharashtra to take on the
challenge of Indian National
Congress and the Nationalist
Congress Party.
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The Best Way To Use Mushrooms For
Age-Reversing & Potent Detoxification

Mushrooms are often used as
a tasty addition to many meals
without much thought given to
their nutritional value. While
fungi aren't always the most ap-
pealing choice to everyone,
mushrooms have been used for
thousands of years in many cul-
tures for their medicinal proper-
ties, and research is now starting
to prove what people have known
for years—mushrooms are one
powerful superfood group.

In my functional medicine
clinic, I encourage regular con-
sumption of mushrooms to my
patients. There are thousands of
mushrooms in existence ranging
from poisonous to psychedelic,
but I focus on the ones that are
considered adaptogenic. These
varieties support and bring bal-
ance to different areas of the body
that are out of whack while also
still being sulfuric to aid in me-
thylation—your body's regulator
of detox and inflammation path-
ways.

So next time you hit the gro-
cery store, step away from your
usual Portobello, and reach for
these other next-level varieties to
seriously elevate your health:

1. Chaga
Often used in Eastern Euro-

pean traditional folk medicine,
current research is proving
chaga's ability to help heal vari-
ous ailments. In particular, the
phenolic content in chaga makes
it a powerful tool to fight free radi-
cals to reduce cell oxidation and
help your skin glow.

Chaga is also used as an anti-
viral against the flu and has been
shown to boost and rebalance the
immune system. Cancer is also no
match for this mushroom as lung,
brain, and liver cancers have all
been found to decrease with in-
take of chaga.

2. Cordyceps
If you are really looking for

natural beauty support, look no
further than cordyceps. This
mushroom will act as your foun-
tain of youth by increasing the
antioxidants glutathione peroxi-
dase and superoxide dismutase
while decreasing lipid
peroxidation activity and pro-in-
flammatory monoamine oxidase,
which contribute to signs of ag-
ing. Cordyceps also does wonders
to rebalance hormones and help
restore energy for those struggling

with adrenal fatigue.
3. Lion's mane
For anyone looking for added

brain support, my first recommen-
dation is Lion's mane. Its
neuroprotective properties are
second to none and the perfect
choice for alleviating brain fog

and enhancing cognitive func-
tion due to its amount of nerve
growth factors, which protect and
regenerate brain tissue. One study
found that those who took a lion's
mane supplement for 16 weeks
showed significantly higher cog-
nitive function compared to those
who didn't.

4. Himematsutake
Also known as Royal Sun

Agaricus, this mushroom is a

next-level cancer fighter. Blazein
is a specific protein found in this
mushroom that has been shown
in studies to kill cancer cells. One
study in particular showed that
this mushroom began to kill lung
cancer cells after three days and
stomach cancer cells after just two

days.
5. Maitake
Multiple studies have shown

that maitake is able to reduce the
growth of cancer cells and sup-
press tumor growth through its
ability to boost the immune sys-
tem. Maitake can also improve
glucose tolerance and blood
sugar in cases of diabetes.

6. Oyster
If you are struggling with sys-

temic inflammation, load up on
oyster mushrooms, which have
been found to soothe inflamma-
tion and aid in healing inflam-
mation-related health problems
such as cancer and heart disease.

7. Reishi
Blood sugar issues are a seri-

ous problem in our society with
50 percent of Americans being
either prediabetic or diabetic.
Ongoing blood sugar problems
can contribute to further hormone
imbalances, fatigue, weight loss
resistance, chronic inflammation,
and so much more. Focusing on a
plant-based ketogenic diet is one
way to battle this epidemic, and
mushrooms are a great nutrient-
dense low-carb option.

Multiple studies have proved
reishi's ability to lower blood
sugar in those diagnosed with
diabetes as well as down-regu-
lating alpha-glucosidase, the
enzyme responsible for turn-
ing starch into sugar in the
body. It can also help improve
symptoms associated with
diabetes such as kidney prob-
lems and poor wound healing.

8. Shiitake
Packed with B vitamins,

shiitake mushrooms work to
support optimal brain health
and healthy adrenal function.
Shiitake is yet another cancer
fighter and has been shown to

shrink tumors.  This mush-
room also has powerful anti-
microbial properties and cho-
lesterol-lowering abilities.

9. Turkey tail
Perhaps one of my per-

sonal favorites from this list,
and the most well-researched,
it is my go-to choice for pa-
tients dealing with small in-
testinal bacterial overgrowth
(SIBO) and candida  yeas t
overgrowth.

Turkey tail also works to
fight cancer by boosting the
immune  sys tem wi th  i t s
polysaccharides content. One
s tudy  showed tha t  the
polysaccharide known as PSP
in  tu rkey  ta i l  g rea t ly  im-
proved immune health in 97
percent of cancer patients.

Are mushrooms safe for
everyone?

The beauty of adaptogens is
that they are generally safe for
everyone. Since every person's
health case is different, what
works for one person may not be
the most relevant for another. Spe-
cific dosages can vary, but I like
to recommend to my patients
having some type of adaptogenic
mushroom three times a week
minimum. Start out small and
give your body time to adjust
before gradually increasing your
dosage.
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The Path of Heartfulness
Incredible ISKCON

Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, Golden Avatar of Radha
Krishna and founder of Hare Krishna Movement

By Pranada Devi Dasi

Yet we have to begin our grand
wise-love project from where we
are: with this body-mind, in this
world. We begin to glimpse wise-
love when we learn to extend ordi-
nary love unconditionally.

To encourage wise-love to root
and blossom, we move our hearts
in the direction of our ideal by at-
tempting to love everyone uncon-
ditionally, starting with those
around us. The unconditional love
of others is a standard of excellence
of being in the world. By regularly
interacting with others with the in-
tent to love them unconditionally,
we soften our hearts. As we experi-
ence the heart softening, we'll also
see the ways in which our hearts
remain hard. So this simple yet
powerful practice of giving uncon-
ditional love – love without any
expectation of return – will teach
us just how extraordinary wise-love

is, and how much the heart must
melt and be spiritualized in order
to reach the highest love of the
Supreme.

And if we want more than a
glimpse of wise-love, then, at the
same time, we'll water the seed of
bhakti by hearing about, remem-
bering, and serving our Divine
Other. Then wise-love can mature
and the petals of its flowers unfurl
to show their beauty.

In the process of stretching our
hearts to make them flexible, use-
ful qualities that support wise-love,
such as humility and compassion,
begin to eclipse our less worthy
qualities. And as we use our heads
(reason) to soften our hearts, we're
brought to the threshold of wise-
love, the doorway at which the self
meets its Source. From there, we
can enter the house ofspiritual
emotion, which transcends mun-
dane love and, in time and with
cultivation, reaches an uncondi-
tional, uninterrupted love, or love
as a state of being.

Rupa Goswami, the saint whose

definition of bhakti we considered
at the beginning of this chapter,
states that wise-love is like a mil-
lion suns whereas mundane love is
like a single candle. Both give light,
but the illumination, intensity, pu-
rity, and joy of one cannot be com-
pared to the other. It's difficult to
imagine the brilliance of the sun
and the gorgeousness of the world
it reveals by looking at the flicker-
ing movement of a small candle
flame in the dark.

Wise-love can satiate our need
for interminable, absolute love, but
to achieve it we're first asked to
develop new eyes with which to
look at light.

Chapter 17: Seeing With Your
Ears

Ears are crucial wherever eyes
cannot help. We can't see someone
trapped in a storm drain, a coalmine,
or under the debris of a collapsed
building, but we can hear them.
When we're asleep – and our eyes

are closed – a way to know we're in
danger is for someone to appeal to
our ears with a loud "Wake up!"

We tend to equate knowledge
with our ability to see. We use our
eyes to learn, to read, to discern
between one thing and another. But
hearing contributes more to our
knowledge than sight does. The
majority of the knowledge we
gleaned through schooling was
gathered, yes, by reading books
with our eyes, but more so by hear-
ing the texts and the subjects they
discussed interpreted by our teach-
ers and reflected on by fellow stu-
dents. In a similar way, transcen-
dental knowledge is acquired by
hearing. To see properly, open your
ears.

The Upanishads, Gita,
Bhagavata, and other texts are sa-
cred sound that existed prior to
being set down in writing. These
sounds are not human-made but are
inherent in and underlying nature.
This understanding is similar to the
conclusion of some mathemati-
cians that mathematical formulas

always exist and are revealed or
discovered rather than invented by
the human mind.

We may recoil from the idea of
revelation. We've heard speakers
cite books to make their points only
to misunderstand or misuse the
text. And from revealed books of
knowledge, we've also seen people
form rigid rules or state that every-
thing in the book being cited is
applicable at all times and in all
circumstances. This sort of inter-
pretation of revelation is unappeal-
ing, so we step away.

Illuminating sound that ap-
pears from the Supreme and enters
the ears and hearts of those con-
nected with him through wise-love
is attractive and relevant. Such
sound rises up from the hearts of
the devoted, dances on their
tongues, and finds its way into our
ears. If we allow this sound to fur-
ther enter our hearts, we'll live with
heartfulness and move into the
realm of wise-love.

We might contemplate a ques-
tion about how to pursue this in-

sight: would a conscious person
respond openly to us if we probed
and cut and measured and stole in
search of his or her secrets? A better
way to know something of our
lover is to earn his or her trust. Trust
opens the door to a lover's inner-
most secrets. Trust finds full expres-
sion in love: a loving approach is
the way the Infinite, who is fully
capable of revealing himself to the
finite, responds to us.

True revelations guide us past
obstacles and toward our highest
self-interest. The inner life, al-
though subtle, is deep, rich, and
broad, layered with meaning and
knowing not available to those who
remain focused on the external
world and the methods of taking
and demanding.

Sages, mystics, and seers show
how internal perceptions can be
honed and refined until we can see
and speak directly to the supreme
Sentient Being. The more often we
head in the direction of our inner
home through habit and attention,
the quicker we can return fully

present there, and the more pro-
found our insights become. The
inner journey is made by repeated
and regular excursions inward.
These refine our spiritual sensibili-
ties and cognition. Our spiritual
faculties – mind, intelligence, and
a full set of senses – can perform all
the functions of the mundane mind
and senses. We have practical ex-
perience how the external senses
of perception can be developed
when there's a need. The blind de-
scribe that their hearing, smelling,
and touching become acutely sen-
sitive, for example. Similarly, those
who are practiced at meditation be-
come more aware of physical and
psychic states than they were prior
to learning to control the mind.
Speak with pain management spe-
cialists who use breathing exer-
cises and meditation in their prac-
tice, and you'll learn how chronic
pain sufferers can change their lev-
els of pain by controlling the mind.
These are just some of the ways we
can evolve our sense perception.
There are subtler ways, too.

The Gita was captured through
an inner spiritual vision. Krishna
and his warrior friend Arjuna were
speaking as they drew their chariot
onto a battlefield between oppos-
ing armies. They were about to
wage a world war. Neither Krishna
nor Arjuna wrote down their con-
versation. It was Sanjaya, a mystic
in a king's court, who had the yo-
gic ability to see the scene and hear
the conversation in his heart even
though he was distant from the
battlefield. The king, who was
blind and who also had sons on the
battlefield, heard the details of each
day's fighting from Sanjaya. He had
the capacity to see and hear what
was transpiring at a distance, just
as, in a similar fashion, an antenna,
when rightly made and positioned,
can deliver sound and images to
the viewing instrument.

Untethered from matter, the
self's capacity of perception and ex-
pression far outreaches the mind's
and can probe the most secret of
secrets. In the conversation between
Krishna and Arjuna, Krishna says,

Peerless Prabhupada, the founder of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, ISKCON

speaking, really, to all souls:
mayy asakta-manah partha
yogam yunjan mad ashrayah
asamshayam samagram mam
yatha jnasyasi tach chrinu
"Now hear, O son of Pritha

[Arjuna], how by practicing yoga
in full consciousness of me, with
mind attached to me, you can know
me in full, free from doubt." (Gita
7.1)

Seers explain that sounds of
revelation form a bridge between
matter and spirit. These sounds ac-
tivate and enable the spiritual heart
and senses to perceive things that
are beyond the world of matter. In
other words, I have an inherent abil-
ity to perceive everything in the
land of consciousness, and books
of revelation serve as outlines to
guide me there. The bhakti texts
are love letters from the kind heart
of the Divine Person, written about
his life, which invite us to the home-
land of our hearts.

As poignant as Bhakti Vedantic
texts are, many are abstract, and be-
cause they are so voluminous, mak-

ing sense of them requires assis-
tance from one who has assimilated
and harmonized them in his or her
practical life. Homeward-bound
teachers help us tease out the mean-
ings and applications of revealed
sound. Do we really need scrip-
tures? Do we really need a guide?
Not if we listened to the world that
always speaks to us. But we don't
listen, usually, and even when we
do, we don't listen like seers. We're
not always sure what we're hearing.
We don't always have enough con-
text to understand what's being re-
vealed to us. We purposely or help-
lessly talk and take and pillage and
then ignore all the grieving sounds
others make as they suffer at our
hands. After all, we think, I'm in-
herently good. What can be done?

Keeping company with some-
one who is listening, whose ears,
eyes, and heart attend to the Abso-
lute, opens us to how we too can
hear and see revelation. A saint lis-
tening to the song of the Supreme
in her or his heart can help us hear.
A seer can help us see.
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SC approves Centre’s draft
witness protection scheme

New Delhi : The Supreme Court
Wednesday approved the Centre's draft
witness protection scheme and asked all
the states to implement it till Parliament
comes out with a legislation.

A bench headed by Justice A K Sikri
said that they have made some changes in
the scheme.

The issue of witness protection scheme
had cropped up earlier when the top court
was hearing a public interest litigation
(PIL) seeking protection for witnesses in
rape cases involving self-styled preacher
Asaram Bapu.

During the hearing on November 19,
Attorney General K K Venugopal had told
the apex court that the draft scheme, which
has now been finalised, would be made
into a law "in due course", but till then the
court should direct the states to start imple-
menting it.

The top court was also told by advo-
cate Gaurav Agrawal, who is assisting the
court as an amicus curiae in the matter,
that the government has finalised the draft
witness protection scheme after discuss-
ing it with all the states.

The draft witness protection scheme,
finalised in consultation with the National
Legal Services Authority (NALSA) and
Bureau of Police Research and Develop-
ment (BPRD), has three categories of wit-
nesses based on the threat perception.

In April this year, the Centre had in-
formed the top court that it had framed a

draft witness protection scheme and it was
circulated among the states and Union
Territories administration for comments.

The court had asked the Centre to
finalise the scheme after getting response
from the states and Union Territories.

The court had said that witness protec-
tion scheme can be implemented for at least
sensitive cases and the Ministry of Home
Affairs could come out with a comprehen-
sive plan. The draft of the Witness Protec-
tion Scheme, 2018 states that it is the first
attempt at the national-level to holistically
provide for the protection of the witnesses,
which will go a long way in eliminating
secondary victimization.

The witnesses, being eyes and ears of

justice, play an important role in bringing
perpetrators of crime to justice, the draft
noted.

"This scheme attempts at ensuring that
witnesses receive appropriate and ad-
equate protection. This will go a long way
in strengthening the criminal justice sys-
tem in the country and will consequently
enhance national security scenario," the
draft said.

The types of protection measures en-
visaged under the scheme are to be ap-
plied in proportion to the threat and they
are not expected to go on for infinite time,
but are expected to be for a specific dura-
tion on need basis which is to be reviewed
regularly.

Further, the scheme envisages that
there should be safeguards that witnesses
and accused do not come face to face dur-
ing investigation or trial and adequate se-
curity measures should be there for the
safety of the witnesses and all possible
steps should be taken for expeditious
completion of the trial of cases.

The scheme provides for identity pro-
tection and giving a new identity to the
witness.

In the cases involving Asaram, petition-
ers who are witnesses, have sought a probe
into the instances of alleged attacks and
disappearances of witnesses in these cases.

The top court had in March last year
questioned Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
over the status of implementation of wit-
ness protection schemes till then and had
directed them to provide security cover to
witnesses in rape cases against Asaram,
who is at present in jail.

While Uttar Pradesh has three such
witnesses, Haryana has one.

Section 195 A of the Indian Penal Code
deals with witness protection.

Countries such as USA, United King-
dom, China, Italy, Canada, Hong Kong and
Ireland have witness protection scheme.

In 2003, Justice V Malimath Commit-
tee on criminal justice system had recom-
mended enacting a separate witness pro-
tection law and in 2006, the Law Com-
mission of India, in its 198th report, pro-
vided for a draft witness protection law.

Mallya offers to return 100% of public money,
says UK extradition to take own legal course

New Delhi : Fugitive liquor tycoon
Vijay Mallya Wednesday said his extradi-
tion from the UK to India will take its own
legal course, while offering to pay back
100 per cent of "public money".

Mallya, who has been fighting a legal
battle against his extradition to India,
claimed that he has been falsely dubbed
as a "defaulter" by politicians and media.

"I see quick media narrative about my
extradition decision. That is separate and
will take its own legal course," he said in a
series of tweets.

In September, a UK court had fixed
December 10 as the date to deliver its ver-
dict on whether beleaguered liquor baron
can be extradited to India to face charges
of fraud and money laundering amount-
ing to around Rs 9,000 crore.

He further said, "The most important
point is the public money and I am offer-
ing to pay 100 per cent back. I humbly
request the banks and government to take
it. If payback refused, WHY (sic)," he

added. Mallya, who fled to the UK in
March 2016, is wanted in India over de-
fault of Rs 9,000 crore that was loaned to
Kingfisher Airlines (KFA) by several
banks. He, however said, "Politicians and
media are constantly talking loudly about
me being a defaulter, who has run away
with PSU bank money. All this is false.

"Why don't I get fair treatment and the
same loud noise about my comprehensive
settlement offer before Karnataka High
Court. Sad."  He claimed he had made the
offer to settle the dues to the banks since
2016. Reflecting on the downfall of KFA,
he said, "Airlines are struggling financially
because of hight aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) prices."

He further said Kingfisher also faced
the "highest ever crude prices of USD 140
per barrel."

"Losses mounted and that's where the
banks' money went. I have offered to re-
pay 100 per cent of the principal amount
to them. Please take it," he tweeted.
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Following her battle with cancer and treatment in a New
York hospital since July,  Sonali Bendre, returned to Mumbai
in the wee hours of Monday. As per her husband Goldie Behl,
she is recovering very well’ and does not have to go back to
New York for further treatment.

An ecstatic Behl told the media at the Mumbai airport that
it’s been six months and he wishes to inform one and all that
Sonali is doing ood and she is back for good.She is recovering
very well. He expressed his thanks to all for the love and sup-
port. Her treatment is over, for now, Sonali is absolutely fine.
Just like what happens in such diseases — regular checkups,
regular scans that we have to do since this disease can come
back.

For now there is nothing as such that she will have to go
back for. He added that he feels very happy that she is back
home. Like any other patient, she will have to go for regular
checkups. She is a very strong and determined woman and he
feels very proud of her.

Earlier Sonali had shared on Instagram that she is on her
way to Mumbai. She wrote “They say ‘Distance makes the
heart grow fonder’. It sure does. But let’s never underestimate
what distance teaches you. Being away from home in the city
of New York, I realised I was walking amongst so many stories.

“And now I’m on my way back to where my heart is. It’s a
feeling I can’t describe in words but I’m going to try - it’s the
joy to see my family and friends again, the excitement to do
what I love and mainly the gratitude for the journey I’ve had
up until this moment,” she added.

It was on July 4 when the actress took to social media to
open up about her disease and had not visited India ever since.
Since then, from time to time, Sonali has been sharing her
struggles and her brave way of battling the illness on social
media.

Sonali
Bendre

returns to
bay after

treatment
in New York

hospital

Priyanka  and Kareena  to appear
together on ‘Koffee with Karan 6’?

Shamoon Abbasi helmed

‘Mey Rahungi’ wins four

international awards
With multiple releases hitting the the-

atres every year, 2018 saw the likes of
‘Jawani Phir Nahi Ani 2,’ ‘Teefa in Trouble
‘and Cake winning over moviegoers, the
film industry in Pakistan has reached new
heights. Even as the Asim Abbasi directo-
rial has been selected for an Oscar nomina-
tion, it is not the only film to have reached
the international audience

Shamoon Abbasi’s short film ‘Mey
Rahungi’  has bagged four awards in
Virginia’s Crossover Film Fest. The film-
maker made the announcement on his
Facebook page. He wrote, “Short film ‘Mehy
Rahungi’, based on women empowerment
in Pakistan bags four awards in Crossover
Film Fest 2018, Virginia, USA.”

He added that the project won him the
Best Action Director accolade while Sherry
Shah and Saleem Meraj earned the Best
Lead Role by an Actress and Best Support-
ing Role by an Actor, respectively. ‘Mey
Rahungi’ also received the Best Indie Film
award at the festival. It marks Shamoon’s
third installment in his six part short film
series called Dapak. He has not only
directed ‘Mey Rahungi’ but also written the
script which was produced by the lead ac-
tor, Sherry. In the film, which is now avail-
able online for viewers, Sherry essays the
role of a strong woman fighting the power-
ful men of the society to prove her worth.
With her character, Sherry aims to pay trib-
ute to women across the world and show
that they too can stand up for their rights
without the support of a male figure.

Indisputably, Karan Johar's 'Koffee
with Karan 6' is one of the most talked
about chat shows and well  known for its
sass, class and hipness. This current sea-
son some unusual pairings havde been
witnessed and looks like there is another
surprise in store!

Now, reports are to be believed
Kareena Kapoor may be emerging  with
Priyanka Chopra. As per mdia reports,
Priyanka might grace the settee with
Kareena. Priyanka Chopra and Kareena
Kapoor's relationship had its ups and
downs. The two divas have allegedly
over the years had disagreements and
conflicts over many issues.

If the news of their coming together
for the show turns true, it will be a bo-

nanza as viewers would be getting to
know PeeCee and Bebo's secrets. In the

earlier season of 'Koffee with Karan'
Kareena had said not so nice things about

about Priyanka, why she sports an ac-
cent and where she gets it from. To this,
Priyanka had replied on another epi-
sode, I think it was the same place her
boyfriend Saif Ali Khan gets it from.

 The episode could be shot on ei-
ther December 14 or 15. If this actually
happens then 'Koffee with Karan 6' will
get lot more interesting

Priyanka Chopra, as of now is get-
ting busy with her wedding prepara-
tions. The 'Quantico' actress is marry-

ing American singer and songwriter Nick
Jonas in Rajasthan's Jodhpur.

News has it that heeding to the
request by Bollywood actor Rishi
Kapoor, the Pakistan government
has decided to convert his inherited
home in the Qissa Khwani Bazar in
Peshawar into a museum soon.

As per Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi, there was a call
from Rishi Kapoor who requested
that his family’s home in Peshawar
be made into a museum or some sort
of institution. Speaking to a group
of visiting Indian Journalists, he said
the actor’s request has been accepted
b y the Pakistan Government.

Pakistan’s Interior Minister
Shehryar Khan Afridi said Kapoor
telephoned him to preserve his
family’s house in Peshawar and ‘we

Rishi Kapoor’s ancestral

home in Peshawar to be

converted into a museum

are responding positively to his re-
quest.’

Afridi added that the actor had
called him and talked about the con-
version of his family home into a
museum. Now the federal and pro-
vincial governments are working on
this and will transform the house into
a museum soon.The Kapoor Haveli
in Qissa Khwani Bazar was built by
Basheswarnath Kapoor, the father of
Bollywood icon Prithviraj Kapoor.

Raj Kapoor, the son of Prithviraj
Kapoor, was born in Peshawar on De-
cember 14, 1924. The actor-director
is best known for a string of hit films
he made in the 1950s and 1960s. The
Kapoor family left Peshawar after the
Partition in 1947.

Meghna Gulzar: Good content
plays a major role for the success

of films in today’s time
Those were the days when films used to be hit exclu-

sively on star value. Now the Indian cinema audience
wants star as well as story, says Raazi filmmaker Meghna
Gulzar. According to her, good content plays a major role
for the success of films in today’s time.

At the Times LitFest Delhi 2018, in the session
‘Changing Trends Of Hindi Cinema’ Meghna asserted
that: “In Indian cinema, earlier a lot of emphases was
given to heroes and heroines, but now things are not the
same. Now, people are giving due importance not only to
actors but also to the content... Content is becoming a
crucial element in Indian cinema.”

Lyricist Prasoon Joshi, who was also a part of the panel,
agreed. He said there has been an evolution.

“Now people are hungry for content...things have
changed. People who earlier used to go to theatres just to
watch their favourite stars on the big screen did not care
much about the story, and they are the same people who
now want to know what the story is about. They read
reviews of the film and then will go to theatre to watch a
particular movie.” Joshi, the censor board chairman, said
there is a rise of “informed cinema” in India.

“Instead of knowing what are the songs in the films,
now a person is keen to know what is the story of a film.
People have become informed. They think twice before
spending their precious 2-3 hours on any movie now,”
added the multi-faceted Joshi, who has written lyrics for
songs from hit movies like Rang De Basanti and Taare
Zameen Par. The session also saw Udaan director
Vikramaditya Motwane in conversation



Mumbai, Thursday 06-12 December 2018Filmi Baatein By : K V Raman 19

Anushka
Sharma is all

set for the
release of

her upcoming
film ‘Zero’

Making her debut in
Bollyood under the banner
of Yash Raj Films opposite
Shahrukh Khan is a dream
for any wannabe actress.
And Anushka Sharma
earned that opportunity
and achieved more mile-
stones in her decade-long
career. As the actress is all
set for the release of her
upcoming film Zero, once
again with SRK, she says
the only way to grow as a
performer is to challenge
herself.

Speaking to the media,
Anushka revealed “I think
as an actor, I am always try-
ing to put myself in an un-
comfortable position, tak-
ing up roles that are chal-
lenging and interesting. I

think that is the way for me
to grow as an actor. “In fact
when I took up my role in
Zero, it was an opportunity
to know and get into the
mind of a character with a
certain physical condition
that I do not know anything
about…that’s what excites
me, an opportunity that al-
lows me to reinvent the ac-
tor in me, whenever I come
on-screen.

Helmed by Aanand L.
Rai, the story of Zero re-
volves around three charac-
ters played by Shah Rukh,
Anushka and Katrina Kaif
in the film. Anushka plays
a NASA scientist with cere-
bral palsy in the film.

“Very interestingly,
Aanand Sir and our writer

celebrated the character
beyond her physical chal-
lenges and that is beautiful.
It was a very well researched
script and the projection of
the character is very posi-
tive you know…she is very
accomplished as a profes-
sional, she is intelligent,”
Anushka said.

“Mine and Shah Rukh’s
characters have challenges
but they also have dreams
and desires. On the other
hand, Katrina’s character
has her challenges that are
not so visible to people,”
shared the Band Baaja
Baaraat actress. Starting her
career in 2008 with Rab Ne

Bana Di Jodi, Anushka has
acted in films like Jab Tak
Hai Jaan, PK, NH10, Dil
Dhadakne Do, Sultan, Ae
Dil Hai Mushkil, Pari,
Sanju and Sui Dhaaga.

So, does the transforma-
tion from a pretty heroine
to a physically challenged
character with no vanity at-
tached, a shift from an ac-
tress to an artiste?

“If you look at my de-
but film, there is no scene
where my hair is flying
and I am wearing a glam-
orous dress. I played a
small-town girl in Rab
Ne… because I think Adi
(director Aditya Chopra)

Sir believed that I could
stand on my own with my
capability as an actor.
Then I acted in Band
Baaja… opposite a new-
comer, with a debutant di-
rector.”

“You see, in the begin-
ning of your career, no-
body will come up with a
challenging role because
they do not know your
worth as an actor. One has
to earn that body of work
to prove the fact how well
you are as a performer, as
an actor. When I did a
film like NH10 in the fifth
year of my career, it was
quite challenging be-

cause nobody wanted to
do that film you know….
So I would say the trans-
formation is nothing sud-
den, but a continuous pro-
cess to chase excellence as
an actor,” explained the
actress.

Quite interesting to
observe how the actress
chooses films with uncon-
ventional choice of roles.
Coming from a non-film
background, where does she
gather the self-assurance
from?

Anushka said: “From the
beginning of the journey,
whoever came to talk about
missing out on visibility and
insecurity, I told them to go
out of the door. When we
are starting out, there are
people who would create
a sense of insecurity in our
mind and then they will
start controlling our deci-
sions based on that.”

“It affects confidence
level you know, and I
learnt very quickly about
the nature of the business
here, which is success-
driven. Since I had no des-
peration and insecurity to
be part of every film, I actu-
ally waited patiently to
choose the right role,” she
added.

Zero is scheduled to hit
the cinema halls on Decem-
ber on 21.

Comedian Rajpal Yadav faces
three-month civil prison

News has that Bollywood comedian Rajpal Yadav
was sentenced to three-month civil prison in a loan
default case.  The Delhi Police immediately took the
actor into custody after the Delhi High Court order
was pronounced on Friday. While counsel for Yadav,
Advocate Surat Singh sought more time and also ex-

pressed readiness
to submit the pa-
pers of an immov-
able property as as-
surance, the Court
did not provide
him relief. Advo-
cate S.K. Sharma,
the counsel for pe-
titioner M.G.
Aggarwal said that

there were several occasions where Yadav had dodged
the decree for a very long time.

To this, the court observed: “I am satisfied from
the past conduct of Yadav that in spite of being in a
position to pay the decretal amount 8 crore are man-
aging their affairs so as to avoid execution of the de-
cree.” Actor Yadav and his wife Radha had taken loan
in 2010 from to make his directorial debut with Hindi
film ‘Ata Pata Laapata’. They have been engaged in a
legal battle after Delhi-based businessman, M.G.
Agarwal, owner of Murli Projects, filed a case against
the couple in the High Court for failing to repay a loan
of Rs 5 crore which the actor had allegedly taken in
2010 to make his directorial debut.

Kangana opens up on actors and
technicians in Bollywood

Even as Kangana Ranaut  is all set for the release of
her forthcoming film “Manikarnika - The Queen of
Jhansi”, she says that actors get an needless atten-
tion and importance in the film industry

The ac tress was interacting with media at
the 25th anniversary of Swiss Watchmaker
brand Chopard where they unveiled their
‘Happy Sport Collection’ on Saturday, here.

Even as “Manikarnika - The Queen of
Jhansi” which is in its post-production
stage, reportedly, is  now facing the rage
of a section of the crew which is disturbed
that their dues, which had been prom-
ised by October, and still remain unpaid.
The workers have approached the apex
body of the cine employees, the  FWICE
(Federation of Western Indian Cine
Employees) to seek its help.

Countering the issue, Kangana said,
“It’s very sad. She has always opposed
such kind of practices. She feels there
are doubts that labourers and techni-
cians in the film industry are really un-
dervalued. She is unable to understand
why actors only get an needless atten-
tion and importance in the film industry and because of
that, she also wants to be a technician.

“I feel they are absolutely devalued. I want to venture
into direction and writing as these people are unsung he-
roes of the film industry.”Kangana added that issues like
non-payment of dues cannot be tolerated.

“When such things happen with labourers, it can’t be

tolerated but I have been promised by the makers of the
film that there is no such thing like that. They told me

that they have a dispute with a vendor and
they are doing a negotiation with him be-
cause they don’t think they should pay as
much he is demanding,” she said.

Kangana further added that she warned
makers of the film that she will not promote

the film if they won’t be able to solve the
issue. “I warned the makers of the film that if

such thing will happen then I am going to
disassociate with this film even though

I have given 300 days of my life
to it.

“I told them that I will not go
for any promo launch and I will
make sure that I will not promote
the film even if one labourer’s
money has been stuck but they
told me to calm down on this is-
sue so, I don’t things such an is-
sue can happen on a film like
this. Zee Studio is very big stu-
dio and they have a good repu-
tation so, I am sure that there will

be no complaints from our end,” said the actress. 
“Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi” is a historical

biographical film based on the life of Rani Laxmibai of
Jhansi It is directed by Krish and produced by Zee Stu-
dios in association with Kamal Jain and Nishant Pitti.

Kangana plays Rani Laxmibai. The film is sched-
uled to be released on January 25.
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Priyanka Chopra and Nick Jonas
finally become Mr & Mrs Jonas

At last after making headlines on their
whirlwind romance India’s global icon and
former Miss World Priyanka Chopra en-
tered into marital bliss with American
singer Nick Jonas in a traditional Hindu
ceremony, after three days of wedding cel-
ebrations which included a
colorful mehendi ceremony, a friendly
cricket match and a power-
packed sangeet. Whirlwind The couple,
soon dropped their sangeet and mehendi
ceremony pictures on social media, but is
yet to share pictures from the main Chris-
tian and Hindu wedding rituals. 

 From their roka ceremony in August
to their wedding, Nick has embraced In-
dian traditions whole-heartedly. Priyanka
also ensured an occasion like Thanksgiv-
ing Day was celebrated like it’s meant to
be with Nick’s family.

“One of the most special things that
our relationship has given us is a merging

of families who love and respect each
others’ faiths and cultures.

. ”And so, planning our wedding
with an amalgamation of both was so
amazing,” Priyanka and Nick wrote on
their respective Instagram page when
they shared glimpses of their ‘mehendi’
revelry. Their wedding celebrations were
in tune with the majestic venue – the
royal Umaid Bhawan Palace, situated
atop a hill in this ‘Blue City’ in
Rajasthan. A successful Bollywood star,
Priyanka made a transition to American
showbiz as the lead in crime
drama Quantico, eventually landing a
role in the Baywatch film. All said her
marriage is a running commentary on
India and Hindu values/ customs / ritu-
als to the west. Most of her guests are
were Holly wood . She is looking for
modelling assignments there .Clever
little PC .

Sylvester Stallone
calls it a day

Creed II ‘last rodeo’ as Rocky Balboa

was his last as on-screen boxer

Unarguably Sylvester Stallone is an iconic on-
screen boxer Rocky Balboa.Much to the disappoint-
ment of his countless fans, Stallone in a video posted
on instagram  has announced that his days as on-screen
boxer are officially over.and his recently released
Creed II marks his “last rodeo” as Rocky aka Italian
Stallion, a character he played in eight films over 40
years. “Well, this is probably my last rodeo because
what I thought happened, and has happened, I never
expected, he wrote. .

“I thought Rocky was over in 2006; I was very
happy with that. Then all of a sudden this young man
presented himself (gesturing towards actor Michael B
Jordan) and the whole story changed. It went on to a
new generation, new problems, new adventures,”
Stallone said in the video. The actor said the story of
Rocky has been told and it is time for “a whole new
world that’s gonna be opening up for the audience,
this generation.”

“Thank you very much, (director Steven Caple
Jr.), and you, Michael, for making this all possible.
Now you have to carry the mantle,” Stallone added.
Stallone first played the iconic boxer in 1976 feature
“Rocky”, which he had also penned.

At the 49th Academy Awards, the film bagged three
Oscars, including the Best Director and the Best Pic-
ture. Since then, the franchise has spawned seven se-
quels: “Rocky II” (1979), “Rocky III” (1982), “Rocky
IV” (1985), “Rocky V” (1990), “Rocky Balboa”
(2006), “Creed” (2015) and “Creed II” (2018)

Ranveer Singh shakes a

leg with Amitabh

Bachchan at his reception

Ranveer Singh and Deepika Padukone’s wedding re-
ception held on Saturday  witnessed a starry Bollywood
night enjoying their hearts out. Even as Ranveer Singh
has been seen as the heart and soul of other wedding par-
ties, it was expected from the groom to shake a leg at his
own wedding reception. Many inside pictures and videos
from the wedding reception have surfaced on the social
media, and its evident enough how ecstatic was everyone
to celebrate love. In one of the videos, Ranveer Singh is
seen dancing on the iconic song, ‘Jumma Chumma’ with
megastar Amitabh Bachchan. The photo shows how happy
Sr. Bachchan after watching Ranveer groove to his ever-
green ‘Jumma Chumma’.Ranveer Singh looked dapper in
a black velvet suit and a bow with gelled hair and black
leather shoes, while Deepika Padukone looked smolder-
ing hot in a red embellished dress with a long trail. Later,
Ranveer opted for a printed furry jacket and Deepika
changed to white sneakers and was seen sans the trail for
the after party. With Bollywood’s Badshah Shah Rukh
Khan also present at the function, Ranveer along with
SRK, put on their dancing shoes to dance on the sassy
Chhaiyya Chhaiyya song. The Gunday actor also rapped
at his reception party.On the whole it was a wedding re-
ception to remember.

News has it that actor Michelle Yeoh is all set to
reunite with her Crazy Rich Asians co-star Henry
Golding on the new romantic-comedy, Last Christ-
mas. Game of Thrones actor Emilia Clark is playing
the lead opposite Golding in the comedy which will
be directed by Paul Feig.

As per reports, the screenplay will be written by
Oscar winner Emma Thompson along with Bryony
Kimmings. Earlier, Golding had suggested in a tweet
that the film will shoot in London at the end of the
year.

Sharing the news in his twitter he wrote “Finally, I
can start getting excited and share the news”  and I
will be back to business in The story follows Kate
(Clarke), who’s infamous for making bad decisions,
including opting to work as an elf at a year-round
Christmas shop. Tom (Golding) seems too good to be
true when he walks into her life and starts to break
through Kate’s barriers.

Feig and Thompson will also produce the comedy
alongside Jessie Henderson and David Livingstone.
The film has a release date of November 15 next year

Michelle Yeoh to
reunite with Henry Golding
on the new in Last  X’Mas
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Kareena wants to explore
different things till she is 70

Even as hailing from Indian
Cinema’s first family, Kareena Kapoor
Khan redefined professionalism by re-
suming work soon subsequent to deliv-
ery of her  first son named Taimur Ali
Khan in 2016

From doing films as different as
chalk and cheese to redefining profes-
sionalism for working mothers to try-
ing her hands at a radio show, top ac-
tress Kareena Kapoor Khan does not
want to stop there and says she would
like to keep exploring “different things”
till she is 70 years old.

Making her debut in 2000 with
J.P.Dutta’s ‘Refugee’, she was later seen
in films like Ajnabee, Asoka, Chameli
Ki Shaadi, Yuva, Omara, Jab We Mt,
Heroine, Satyagraha, Ki & Ka, Udta
Punjab and others.. She launched her
radio show titled “What Women Want
with Kareena Kapoor Khan” on Ishq
104.8 FM last month.

About her aspirations to embark to
something more, Kareena made it
known to the media, that the idea today
is only about content – and being a part
o good content hether it is the web, cin-
ema, stage o radio, she feels that artistes
and actors of today are all about sup-
porting content and she feels happy to
try her hand at it.

Kareena, who married actor Saif Ali
Khan in 2012, also praised digital plat-
forms and added: “I am glad all this is
opening up for us.” She added: “The
content in cinema and different plat-
forms is changing. There are so many
options to do what you want in today’s
time and I think it’s the best time to be
an actor.” The “Veere Di Wedding” ac-
tress has lent her voice to the character
of the hypnotic python Kaa in the Hindi
version of actor-filmmaker Andy Serkis’
forthcoming film “Mowgli: Legend Of
The Jungle”, which is slated to have a
global release on the streaming site
Netflix on December 7.

Kareena, who is excited to be a part
of the eternal classic originally written
as “The Jungle Book” by author
Rudyard Kipling, says: “Mowgli was
one of the closest characters to my heart
because his journey has been very in-
teresting.... The journey of (his) self-dis-
covery is something every young adult
gets attracted to.”

Is she excited to share the film with
her two-year-old son, when he grows
up? “When he  turns 13, he will be there
watching it with me... But that is why I
couldn’t say no.”She said being offered
to lend her voice to Kaa is an absolute
honour.

Karan Johar's
new digital
'Dharmatic'

In an emerging trend
Bollywood's ace producer Karan
Johar on Wednesday announced  a
new digital division called
Dharmatic, to focus on creating
content for digital channels.

Taking to his social media,
Karan Johar shared the news with a
message that read, "Our new
journey begins! DHARMATIC! The
digital content company. This is
our new baby." The message was
accompanied with a picture of the
company's workplace.

Further, the producer also
introduced Somen Mishra as the
head of creative development and
senior journalist Aneesha Baig as
the head of non-fiction content at
the new venture.

Over the last few years, the
production house has tasted success
with films and the advertising
division. On the work front, the
team presented the Rajinikanth-
Akshay Kumar-starrer 2.0 that was
released on November 28.

 Johar is also producing two
more multi starrer films Kalank and
Takht.

Deepika and Katrina have left bygones be

bygones and have buried the cold war
There was a time when both Deepika

Padukone and Katrina Kaif were not on
talking terms. Now it is learnt that B-town
beauties cuddle each other regardless of
the cold vibes, they share.

It’s an acknowledged fact that both
Dippy and Kat were in a relationship with
Ranbir Kapoor at some point in their lives.
In fact, Kat was said to be the reason for
Deepika and Ranbir’s much publicized
breakup, but ultimately, Kat and Ranbir
also called it quits.  Now, reports has it that
both the actresses have let bygones be by-
gones and buried the cold war. It all started
with Katrina congratulating Deepika and
Ranveer for their wedding on social
media. Post that Katrina was contended as
punch to receive an invite from Ranveer

Singh for the grand wedding reception in
Mumbai. Indeed, it came as a pleasant sur-
prise to the actress who was least expecting
an invite from DeepVeer (she had made it
evident during Koffee With Karan 6).

And then, at the reception, she went up
on-stage and hugged Deepika, putting an
instant end to their silent war. Now, Deepika
sort of reciprocated it by LIKING a picture
of Katrina Kaif. Not just Katrina, in fact
Deepika even liked a recent picture of
Anushka Sharma, who was said to be in a
relationship with Ranveer Singh during
Band Baaja Baaraat. It’s pretty evident now
that these beauties have moved on from their
personal rancor and are happy in their re-
spective spaces, career-wise and personally
too.

Ayushmann transforms into a ‘Dream Girl’ in “Dream Girl”
It is a known fact that

Ayushmann Khurrana is the
poster boy for quirky subjects.
Be it a sperm donor (Vicky Do-
nor), a man with erectile dys-
function (Shubh Mangal
Saavdhan) or a man who must
come to terms with the fact that
his parents are having sex into

their late forties (Badhaai Ho),
his experimentation’s have paid
off.

He has piqued the inquisi-
tiveness of the audiences with
each of his characters. None can
forget his blind musician act
in Andhadhun, another notable
performance. Now, he’s back to

shock everyone yet again, with
a whacky character, that of a
Dream Girl in the movie by the
same name. The filming has be-
gun and sharing the first look,
Ekta Kapoor writes, “FILMING
BEGINS! JAI MATA DI… An in-
credible story that’s going to
baffle you, make you laugh, and

then win your hearts!
The film is going to emerge

as yet another interesting sub-
ject unlike anything that the
actor has done so far. Sitting on
a bike, Ayushmann is seen
dressed in a yellow saree over a
plain white tee and striking an
unusual expression.
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Rahane says India will have
to produce long partnerships

Adelaide :  India vice-
captain Ajinkya Rahane on
Tuesday tagged Australia as
the favourites ahead of the
first Test and said the visi-
tors will have to come up
with long partnerships to
win their maiden series
Down Under.

Rahane cited the ex-
ample of his 262-run part-
nership with Virat Kohli at
Melbourne in 2014-15 and
said that the Australian fo-
cus on the India's star bats-
man helps other batsmen
do their job silently at the
other end.

"Each and every
batsman's role will be to
contribute for the team and
I think for us it is important
to get those long partner-
ships together (like last
time). That will be really
helpful in (winning the se-
ries) in Australia," said
Rahane.

"Last time both of us
really enjoyed that partner-
ship at the MCG. Mitchell
Johnson was going after
Virat Kohli and I was en-
joying from the end as well
as playing my own game.
Virat at the other end was
really aggressive and going
after the bowlers, verbally
as well.

"That really helped me
focus on my game and I
played my natural attack-
ing game at the other end.
But I was still batting com-

pletely opposite to Virat. As
an individual you have to
understand that everyone's
role is completely different.
This is a team sport and Virat
also understands that."

The Indian batting line-
up has come under immense
criticism for their twin fail-
ures in South Africa and
England, wherein Kohli
was the only one to defy the
opposition.

"People will criticise or
appreciate, but for us it mat-
ters to stay together in dif-
ficult times. In England
conditions were really chal-
lenging and even English
batsmen struggled a lot.

Apart from Alastair Cook's
last Test innings, no one
scored (big runs) for them.
So it is important not to fo-
cus on criticism or even on
people who appreciate,"
said Rahane.

"It is important to start
fresh in each and every se-
ries. In England and South
Africa, we learnt a lot and
there are definitely areas to
improve. When you tour
abroad, in countries like
England, South Africa and
Australia, it is important to
start well."

When asked about his
personal growth as a bats-
man since he first came

here as part of the 2014-15
touring party, Rahane said,
"As a batsman in 2014, per-
sonally I thought I did re-
ally well but what the
team's performance matters
more. When you do well as
a team, you feel really
good."

His focus is on playing
long.

"Personally I learnt a lot
from last tour (in Australia).
In South Africa,
Johannesburg match was
really crucial for me. I
thought I did well.

"In England I got a
couple good starts 80-odd
in Nottingham and another

half-century in
Southampton. For me as a
number five batsman, it is
important to convert those
starts into big hundreds
rather than thinking about
targets."

There is also intense
spotlight on the Australian
batting line-up and how
they will cope in the ab-
sence of Steve Smith and
David Warner. Rahane said
that playing at home, Aus-
tralia start as favourites.

"I feel any team that
plays at home is really
good and Australia are still
favourites to win the series.
Yes they will miss Smith

and Warner but I don't think
they are vulnerable. Look
at their bowling attack they
have really good bowlers.
When you have to win Test
matches and Test series you
have to have a good bowl-
ing attack.

"Definitely Smith and
Warner are quality players,
and I will not take anything
away from them. But on a
given day anyone can
score runs. Usman Khawaja
and Aaron Finch are
equally dangerous in their
conditions. They know
how the wicket behaves
and it is all about intent as
batsmen."  After enjoying a
day off on Monday, India
got down to business in a
bid to prepare for the first
Test. All top-order batsmen
had an intense work out in
the nets, with the team
management likely to go in
with six full-time batsmen.

The new-ball bowlers
Mohammed Shami, Jasprit
Bumrah and Ishant Sharma
worked up intense pace in
the nets and troubled the
likes of KL Rahul and
Murali Vijay.

Rahane said that irre-
spective of whether there is
another specialist batsman
after him or not, his role in
the side is to bat as long as
possible and convert his
starts/half-centuries into
tall scores. "When you bat
at number four or five, it is
important to give yourself
some time, first 15-20 min-
utes, and you should
visualise the situation from
dressing room. You cannot
just sit around in the dress-
ing room and keep think-
ing.  "Then, when you bat
with lower-order batsmen,
you perhaps know whether
to attack or play a defen-
sive game and have a part-
nership with those guys.

"Kookaburra ball, after
30-35 overs, is relatively
easy to bat against. When
you bat in England against
Duke's ball, you know you
are never set in those con-
ditions. You have to go with
a positive mindset whether
you have a regular number
six batsman or not. You
have to have that intent, he
signed off.

Gautam Gambhir announces

retirement from all forms of cricket
It was a decision left to

Gautam Gambhir. When
and how to bow out of
cricket? He chose to leave
on his terms, just as he
played the game, making
his decisions, good or bad.
The Delhi-Andhra Ranji
Trophy match will mark the
conclusion of a glorious
chapter in Indian cricket
when the dashing opener
plays his final first-class
innings.

“The most difficult de-
cisions are often taken with
the heaviest of hearts. And

At 37, Gambhir was ob-
viously left with little mo-
tivation to carry on. He had
lost his place in the Indian
team, having last played
a Test in 2016, and ODI in
2013, but he had plenty

to contribute to his state,
particularly after Delhi
had lost the services of
Virender Sehwag and
Ashish Nehra.

Gambhir was one of his
kind. He did not mind a
confrontation in the
middle. In fact he loved it.
Some of his spats with the
opponents may not have
gone down well in cricket
circles but his mates knew
he essentially did it to
charge himself up for the
sake of the team. He used
the anger to deliver.

As an opener, he
brought aggression to the
crease, playing his strokes
from the first ball, un-
flinching when the oppo-
sition targeting him, not
making any compromise
with his game. He inspired
confidence in his partner at
the other end by taking on
the best bowler of the day.
This was Gambhir’s speci-
ality. He did not believe in
leaving the job to someone
else. He did not shirk from
the responsibility at any
stage of the contest.

with one heavy heart, I’ve
decided to make an an-
nouncement that I’ve
dreaded all my life,”
Gambhir said of his retire-
ment from all forms of the
game.
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WORLD CUP HOCKEY

India- Belgium play an enthralling draw

By Leeladhar Kunder

The World Cup Men’s Hockey
being played in Orissa saw an
enthralling match between the host
India and the Belgium side as it
ended in a draw with both the teams
scoring two goals each.

The thrilling draw ensured for
both countries top of the table
honors in their group as the two
sides now prepare to take on other
teams.

The team India who swamped the
South African side five-zero in its
opening match played a strategic
game against a higher ranked team
and came from behind to first to
gain an advantage and later draw the
match.

The Indian coach Harendra Singh
gave full credit to his boys and
congratulated the team members,
most of them are promoted to the
national team from the junior World
Cup team.  He said his team played
to its potential and was unlucky not
to win the match.

He complimented the Belgium
side which had finished second to
Australia in the last edition of World
Cup and said the visitors had

applied lot of pressure on the young
Indian team in the initial stages of
match and forged ahead in the first
quarter.

The Indian team came back
strongly in the second half after
ensuing that the talented Belgium
side does not increase its margin till
the half time and went on to score

two goals to take lead over the
formidable opponent.

The Indians conceded an early
goal when the Belgium team scored
from its second penalty corner as the
drag flicker placed the ball inside
the Indian goal which went in
between the legs of goal keeper
Sreejesh who had earlier saved the

first penalty corner.
The Indians collected their wits

and changed their strategy in the
second half to the utter shock of
Belgians as they succeeded in
getting a penalty corner in the third
quarter, which resulted in a penalty
stroke.  The Indian skipper Manpreet
Singh calmly placed the ball over
the diving goal keeper to restore
parity.

In the last quarter the Indians
made some fearsome moves that
rattled the Belgians no end as the
talented Indian forward dodged past
several Belgian defenders to give a
perfect pass to well placed
Sukhwinder Singh who had no
problem in tickling the ball into the
opponent’s net.  That goal gave
India two-one lead as the massive
crowd started cheering every further
move of Indians.

The Indians could have increased
their lead but for unforced errors
from their forwards as they fumbled
in front of the goal during crucial
moments.

The Belgium side which now
appeared desperate made a frantic
move to bring out their goal keeper
and replace him with a kicking back
in the dying moments of the game.

The Indian crowd which was
anticipating a victory now was
forced to beat a retreat as the kick-
ing back succeeded in receiving a
loose ball and hit it past the advanc-
ing Indian goal keeper.

A stung Indian team tried its best
to win the match but the time was
running out for them and the two
teams shared the honors on Sunday.

Now the Indian team will take on
the Canadian side on Saturday to
make sure that it finishes on top and
play the quarter finals.

The Indian Coach had stated
during half time that the lone goal
scored by the Belgian side is not at
all  threat as his team is fully pre-
pared to take on the challenge in the
second half.  He maintained that his
boys fully justified the faith reposed
in them and played a spirited game
after conceding an early goal.

The team India must maintain its
composure and rise to the occasion
in other group matches to come on
top and dictate terms to other teams.
The Indian team which had won the
World Cup way back in 1975 under
the leadership of Ajit Pal must not
play to the gallery and concentrate
on winning the World Cup.

leeladharkmumbai@gmail.com
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Nitin Gadkari expresses satisfaction on
the progress of Clean Ganga Mission

Union Minister for Water
Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation Shri
Nitin Gadkari today expressed
his satisfaction over the
positive feedback being
received for Clean Ganga
Mission and assured the people
of the country that their dream
of rejuvenated Ganga will soon
be fulfilled. He said that with
the support of all stakeholders,
the work on Clean Ganga
Mission is going on war footing
and the hard work of all
stakeholders has started to show
visible results on ground. “The
government has freed Kanpur
from the ill effects of Sisamau
drain after 128 years, which was
infamous for the pollution it
was causing to River Ganga,”
Gadkari said, adding, “140
MLD of waste water has been
stopped from flowing into River
Ganga.” Shri Gadkari was
speaking at the three-day long
India Water Impact Summit
2018 (5th to 7th December
2018) being organized at
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

Six reports prepared by
cGanga were released on the
occasion regarding flow
regimes and Ganga River Basin
Management Plan of five main
stem Ganga basin states. Green
Ganga App, developed by
Remote Sensing Centre of ISRO

was also launched during the
occasion. Green Ganga App is
used for geo-tagging of
saplings and delineation of
plantation boundaries under
ongoing afforestation activi-
ties of Namami Gange
programme. The touch-

enabled information kiosk about
Namami Gange programme,
developed jointly by NMCG and
ISRO, was also launched.

Shri Gadkari said that since
inception of Ganga cleaning
programme (1985) till 2014,
central government had spent
less than Rs. 4000 crore. With the
launch of Namami Gange
programme, provision of Rs.
20,000 crore have been made for
5 years. So far, National Mission
for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has
sanctioned 254 projects for more
than Rs 24,000 crore and has
spent about Rs. 5,000 crore in the
last 4 years. He said that not only
has the pace of expenditure
increased manifold, results are
visible on the ground as well.
“Out of these 254 projects, 133
are for sewerage management, 11
bioremediation, one modular
STP, 1 rural sanitation, 64 ghat
and crematoria, 6 bio-diversity
and 16 afforestation projects,”
Shri Gadkari informed the
gathering. He added that 133
sewerage infrastructure projects
costing Rs. 19,789 crore will

create 3969 MLD of sewage
treatment capacity and lay
down 4871 kilometer of
sewerage network.

Reiterating the focus on
tributaries of Ganga, Shri
Gadkari said that 26 projects are
being taken up on tributaries
like Yamuna, Saryu, Ram
Ganga, Gomti, Kali, Kosi,
Gandak, Damodar, Rispana-
Bindal etc.

Shri Gadkari also mentioned
that the Aviralta of River Ganga
has also been given importance
and to ensure that required level
of ecological flow is always
maintained, a notification has
already been published in
October. Following this a
meeting has been held with all
state Chief Secretaries asking
them to implement the e flow
notification. Shri Gadkari also
talked about the success story
of Hybrid Annuity mode (HAM)
in sewage water sector and One-
City-One-Operator for integrat-
ing the development of new
STPs with the existing treat-
ment infrastructure under HAM.
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