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SABARIMALA SNOWBALLS
BJP and Congress declare war

against Left rule in Kerala
Sabarimala :  Cloaked in

black veils and shrouded in
early morning darkness, two
women of menstruating age
group made history on Wednes-
day when they stepped into the
Sabarimala temple of Lord
Ayyappa, breaking a centuries-
old tradition defying dire
threats from the Hindu right.

The women--Kanakadurga
and Bindu--aged 44 and 42,
stepped into the hallowed pre-
cincts guarded by police three
months after the Supreme
Court's historic judgement lift-
ing the ban on entry of girls
and women between 10 and 50
years of age into the shrine of
Lord Ayyappa, its "eternally
celibate" deity.

The women, draped in
black and faces covered in
veils, entered the temple at
3:38 am, a day after over 35
lakh women stood shoulder-to-
shoulder across the national
highways in Kerala, creating a

620 km-long human 'wall' from
the northern end of Kasaragod to
the southern tip in
Thiruvananthapuram as part of
the state-sponsored initiative to
uphold gender equality.

As the news spread like wild-
fire from the hill shrine, protests
erupted at several places, with
Hindu right-wing activists
blocking highways and forcing

closure of shops and markets.
Sabarimala Karma Samithi,

an umbrella organisation of vari-
ous pro-Hindutva groups, spear-
heading protests against the Su-
preme Court's September 28 ver-
dict, and Antarrashtriya Hindu
Parishad (AHP), have called a
state-wide shutdown on Thurs-
day.

Soon after some local TV

news channels aired visuals of
the two women trekking to the
hilltop temple, Chief Minister
Piranayi Vijayan, whose Left
Front government is weathering
a storm of protests by hardline
Ayyappa devotees over his de-
termination to enforce the apex
court verdict, announced they
had indeed offered prayers at the
shrine.

"Earlier, women were not
able to enter the temple due to
certain hurdles. They may have
entered the shrine today be-
cause they would not have
faced any issues. It is a fact that
the women have entered
Sabarimala. Police have given
them security," a visibly pleased
Vijayan said.
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Lord Ram is not bigger than

law for PM Modi: Shiv Sena

New Year bash: 455 cases
of drunk driving in Mumbai

New Delhi :The Shiv
Sena said Tuesday "Lord
Ram is not bigger than the
law" for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as he has
said that his government
can take a decision on an
ordinance for the Ram
temple's construction only
after the judicial process is
over.

The Shiv Sena, an ally
of the BJP, has demanded
an ordinance to pave the
way for the temple's con-
struction in Ayodhya, argu-
ing that the matter has been
dragging in courts for de-
cades.

"The Supreme Court has
said (hearing on the) Ram
Mandir is not an urgent
matter. Modi also did not
say anything different. I
congratulate him for mak-
ing his position clear on
the matter.

"...(The prime minister
says) Will not bring an or-
dinance for the Ram
temple. The constitutional
meaning of this is that Lord
Ram is not bigger than the
law," Shiv Sena leader

Sanjay Raut tweeted.
In an interview broad-

cast by various television
channels, Modi was asked
about the demand by
Hindutva groups for an or-
dinance for a Ram temple
in Ayodhya.To this, Modi
said, "Let the judicial pro-
cess take its own course.
Don't weigh it in political
terms. Let the judicial pro-
cess be over. After the judi-
cial process is over, what-
ever be our responsibility
as government, we are ready
to make all efforts," he said.
The Shiv Sena has hard-
ened its stand over the Ram
temple issue.  Addressing a
rally in Pandharpur in
Maharashtra's Solapur dis-
trict last month, Shiv Sena
chief Uddhav Thackeray
had asked BJP allies to
clear their stand on the Ram
temple issue.

"I want to tell BJP one
thing, we can forgive you
on 'ache din' jumla and the
promise of Rs 15 lakh to
each person. But we will not
forgive you if you come up
with one more jumla on our

faith or in the name of god.
We will beat you up. "We
will not allow you to make
any more false promises in
the name of Ram or any
other Hindu god,"
Thackeray had said.  In No-
vember, he had visited
Ayodhya and demanded an
ordinance to resolve the is-
sue.

Mumbai :  Mumbai police have
registered at least 455 cases of drunk
driving in the early hours of the New
Year Day on January 1, an official said
Tuesday. As per a report compiled by
thetraffic police till 6 AM, at least 455
drivers were found driving drunk.

Action like imposition of fine and
compounding of driving licenses has
been taken against them, the official
said. A large number of police personnel
manned various parts of the megapolis

to ensure smooth conduct of celebra-
tions to ring in 2019, and to prevent
rash driving. Till December 31 mid-
night, police had caught 1,533 drivers,
and 76 of them were found positive in a
breath analyser test, the official said.

"During the early hours of the New
Year day, at least 455 drivers were found
positive in the drunk driving test," he
said, adding that further action will be
taken against them as per orders of
court.

Lab tests at cheap rates: BMC finalises contractors

Mumbai: The
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has
found contractors for its
Aapli Chikitsa programme
aimed at providing patients
at civic-run hospitals with
basic and advanced pathol-
ogy tests at subsidised
rates.

Metropolis and
Thyrocare have been
finalised as the contractors
and the BMC will spend Rs
79 crore on a four-year con-
tract. The proposal, which
will be tabled before the
standing committee on

Wednesday, is likely to face
resistance as the programme
was initially meant to pro-
vide the tests for free, with
the BMC bearing the cost.

The programme is
aimed at reducing the load
on municipal hospitals and
providing quality services
at affordable rates. A health
department officer said,
“Not all municipal hospi-
tals conduct advanced tests.
Patients have to then pay
exorbitant fees at private

labs. Now, we are giving
them the same tests at
cheaper rates.”

The programme will
cover 101 tests for dengue,
malaria, diabetes, thyroid,
leptospirosis for just Rs100.
Advanced tests will cost Rs
200. The lab attendants will
take samples from munici-
pal hospitals and send re-
ports in the stipulated time.
The programme will cover
25 hospitals, 175 clinics
and 28 maternity centres.

Overspeeding cases soar
to 7.8 lakh in 2018

Thanks to high-tech
speed cameras installed in
the city in 2017, the num-
ber of overspeeding cases
registered by the Mumbai
Traffic Police accelerated
from around 25,000 in 2017
to a whopping 7.8 lakh in
2018, traffic officials said.

On New Year’s Eve on
Monday, the traffic police
registered 455 cases of
drunk driving and 1,114
offences of overspeeding
and rash driving combined.

The traffic police had
registered a record 80,000
cases in just the first three
months. Officials credit this
rise in numbers to the in-
stallation of speed cameras,
which capture licence plate
numbers of speeding ve-
hicles and generate e-
challans to the errant driv-
ers. The cameras, equipped
with Automated Number
Plate Recognition technol-
ogy, went operational on
New Year’s Eve in 2017.

Joint Commissioner of
Police (Traffic) Amitesh

Kumar said, “As opposed to
the 25,000-odd cases that
we registered in the previ-
ous year, we have in 2018
registered 7.8 lakh cases.
While earlier we were rely-
ing on our personnel and
speed guns, the speed cam-
eras have provided a shot
in the arm to our efforts to
crack down on traffic rules
violations and decrease fa-
talities. We observed a 25%
decrease in road fatalities
last year as compared to
2017, and a 35% decline as
compared to 2016.”

Mr. Kumar said the de-
crease in fatalities could
not be attributed to the
speed cameras alone, and
that increased awareness
among motorists and black

spot identification — an
approach where the police
identified and focused on
accident-prone spots —
had also contributed to
bringing down the figure.

“We identified 52 black
spots and worked towards
eliminating the risk of ac-
cidents. While at some
spots we installed speed
cameras, in others we made
structural changes or de-
ployed additional person-
nel. We also observed that
there was a surge in
overspeeding cases in the
initial months of 2018, and
as people learned about the
cameras and prompt action
against violations, the
number witnessed a slight
decline,” Mr. Kumar said.
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By Our Correspondent
It was a joyous moment for the residents of

Ghatkopar (the most populous eastern suburbs) to ride
in a Ghatkopar Local comfortably during morning peak
hour towards SoBo.

“The 10:35 am Ghatkopar slow Local is a New
Year gift for the residents of Ghatkopar to travel com-
fortably to CSMT ,” the North East Mumbai  BJP MP
Kirit Somaiya, said, while flagging off the first local
from Platform No.1.

The Ghatkopar local which will run from Monday
to Saturday, was an effort of Dr Subramanian Swamy,
who was then elected twice from the North East
Mumbai MP from 1977 to 1984, had taken out a “Long

March” from Mulund to V.T. demanding various facili-
ties and amenities on the Mumbai railways, including
Local, Road Over Bridge, Computer Ticket Counter
and Home Terminal at Ghatkopar station.

Dr. Swamy’s supporters Jagdish Shetty, Manoj
Mehta, Vinod Raghavan (all Ex-Railway Committee
Members), Maya Punjabi, Shyam Sawant, Dungarshi
Shah were instrumental in raising the issues regularly
with the top railway authorities and several time sat on
“Dharna”, said Manoj Mehta, adding everything is
documented.

It may be recollected that ACROSS STATE had pub-
lished the report in 20 December issue, and Jagdish
Shetty, present Railway Committee Member who is also
National General Secretary of Virat Hindustan Sangam,
raised the issue with the top railway officials and within
two weeks the local was sanctioned, says Dungarshi
Shah.

“We are hoping that railway top authorities seri-
ously take up the issue to solve the over crowded
Ghatkopar station with a Home Platform for both Up
and Down trains – CSMT and Kalyan end,” said Mehta.

Ghatkopar gets one
more Local for SoBo

Wait for Home Terminal, Halt for Long Distance continues

ACROSS STATE IMPACT Dashing policeman nab
biker after long chase

By Vinod Raghavan

A cop pinning down an
offender after a long chase
on a bike is seen mostly in
Bollywood films. But, in
real life one rarely come
across to see a dashing po-
liceman.

In a dare-devil act traf-
fic act, a traffic policeman
seeing an offender, who
tries to escape the clutches
of law, rushes to his bike
parked nearby and chase
the biker on the busy road
of LBS Marg, near BMC
water department in
Ghatkopar (West) and suc-
cessfully nabs the  culprit
for breaking the  traffic
rules.

Traffic Policeman
Satish Kate of Ghatkopar
division, saw a man in his

30s, carrying overload on
his bike, and signals him to
halt, but the cunning man,
instead of halting, he took
a left turn to avoid the cop
and enter the water depart-
ment, which is prohibited
for public vehicles.

Alert Kate, seeing the
act, rushes to his bike, and
follows the biker in the re-
stricted area, nearly after 7-
8 minute chase, he pins
down the offender and book
him for the offence.

The offender didn’t ex-
pected that he would be
nabbed, but Kate wanted to
teach him a lesson and to
give a message to other of-
fenders that “Kanoon ke
Haah Lambe Hothe Hai”
(Hands of law are very long
and no offenders can es-
cape), said a proud Kate.

Congress advice motorists’ Don’t

Drink & Drive through Gandhigiri
By Our Correspondent

Motorists’ were sur-
prised to to receive Red
Rose and a piece of advice
– “Don’t Drink and Drive”
on the New Years Eve by
the Congress party workers
at the busy Shreyas Cinema
junction of L.B.S Marg,
Ghatkopar West.

The Gandhigiri con-
cept was organised by the
North East Mumbai District
Congress Committe led by
its Vice President its Ketan
Praful Shah and Gaurang
Patel.

The party workers
spread  the noble concept
and spoke to the Motorists

at the traffic junctions at all
the four directions and
adviced not to Drink and
Drive and also the bikers
were told to use helmets for
their own safety.

Interestingly with the

police taking strict action
drunk driving over 3000
motorists were booked in
the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region on December 31st,
while in Mumbaidrunk
driving cases dropped by

26 % from 615 in 2017 to
455 in 2018, said Amitesh
Kumar, Joint Commissioner
of Police, Traffic.

“This idea came to our
mind as many people in the
mood of celebrating the
New Year eve on December
31st forgets to take care
while riding a bike or a car
and thus puts their life in
danger and also of other
innocent people’s life could
be in danger,” says Ketan
Shah.

 As part of creating an
awareness the Congress
workers men and women
participated in this noble
cause, said Supriya Kadam.

Mumbai Crime Branch cop
nabbed by ACB for bribery

Mumbai :  A Mumbai
Police Crime Branch in-
spector was Tuesday caught
along with with his driver
while allegedly accepting
a bribe of Rs 22 lakh in re-
turn for not acting against
a wine shop owner, a
Maharashtra Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau official said.

An ACB official identi-
fied the accused as inspec-
tor Anand Sitaram Bhoir of
Unit X (Andheri) of the
Crime Branch. He said
Bhoir had demanded Rs 25
lakh from the complainant
for not arresting him in a
case under Maharashtra
Prohibition of Liquor Act.
After negotiations, the
bribe amount was reduced
to Rs 22 lakh, following

which a complaint was
made with the Mumbai unit
of the ACB, he said. On
Tuesday, Bhoir and his
driver were nabbed from a
private vehicle while ac-
cepting the money in a trap
laid at MIDC Andheri, he
said. Incidentally, Bhoir
had in 2011, as sub-in-
spector with the Thane Ru-
ral police, assisted
Mumbai police in crack-
ing a sensitive kidnapping
case, officials said. Then
Mumbai police commis-
sioner Arup Patnaik had
praised him for his investi-
gation skills. Bhoir was ear-
lier in the midst of a con-
troversy for posing on so-
cial media with his service
revolver.
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Delhi records third lowest min temp in last 50 years

MHA's new Twitter handle
to combat cybercrime

Jammu : The Ministry of Home Affairs has launched a
dedicated Twitter handle @CyberDost to create aware-
ness about cybercrime.

"The Twitter handle is regularly educating people not
to share their user IDs, passwords, ATM/Credit Card PIN,
OTPs etc," said a communication from the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) addressed to chief secretaries of all
states.

The Twitter handle, according to the communication,
also informs people about various channels through which
they can file complaints against incidents of cybercrime.
"The handle is also aimed at mitigating possibility of
commotion in normal business activities or losses due to
cybercrime and misuse of cyberspace for promoting vul-
garity," it said, adding with a whopping increase in use of
technology, some people were becoming victims of vari-
ous cybercrimes such as cyber bullying and extortion.

"The Twitter handle has been launched to spread at-
tentiveness in preventing these crimes to a considerable
level," the communication said.

It said the information shared on the Twitter handle
will boost the basic knowledge about cybercrime and the
precautions to be taken for deterrence thereof.

"The general public is requested to make use of the
twitter handle @CyberDost and register their complaints
through the same," it added.

C'garh govt to set up SIT
to probe civil supplies scam

Modi demolishes
opposition’s motivated

agenda: BJP
New Delhi :  Prime Minister Narendra Modi has com-

pletely demolished the "motivated agenda" of opposi-
tion parties with his comprehensive interview broad-
cast Tuesday by television channels, the BJP said.

Hitting back at the Congress after the opposition
party dubbed the interview as "fixed" and dared Modi
to face a press conference, BJP spokesperson Nalin Kohli
said it is not surprising that it was "desperately working
overtime" to negate the positive message of prime
minister's comments.

"It is a comprehensive, detailed and candid inter-
view in which the PM has spoken on a wide range of
issues that have been in the media space for some time.
This interview completely demolishes the motivated
agenda of opposition parties and vested interests that
seek to malign the sterling performance of his govern-
ment," Kohli said.

Kohli's reaction came after the Congress attacked
Modi for his interview, broadcast by several TV chan-
nels, claiming that it was full of rhetoric and there was
neither mention of the ground realities nor any concern
for promises made.

Centre approves renaming of Allahabad as Prayagraj

Raipur : The
Chhattisgarh government
has decided to set up a Spe-
cial Investigation Team
(SIT) to probe alleged fi-
nancial irregularities in the
state's Civil Supplies Cor-
poration.

The decision was taken
on Tuesday during a cabi-
net meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at Mantralaya in
Atal Nagar, Agriculture and
Water Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey said
Tuesday.

"The Cabinet has de-
cided to constitute a SIT for
a high level probe into fi-
nancial irregularities in
Chhattisgarh State Civil
Supplies Corporation. The
probe will be headed by an

Inspector General of Police
rank officer," he added.

"The state's Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau had probed
the scam. In the raids con-
ducted by ACB during the
investigation (in 2015), it
had recovered a 113-page
diary (in which names of
beneficiaries of the scam
were mentioned). The con-
tent of only six pages of the
diary were covered in the
probe while remaining 107
pages were skipped," he
said.

In an application to the
state government recently,
IAS officer Anil Tuteja, who
was made an accused in the
case by the ACB, had de-
manded a detailed probe
into the matter, he said.

After seeking a report in

this connection from ACB,
it was decided that a SIT
should be set up to exam-
ine and probe the remain-
ing contents of the diary, he
added.

"The civil supply scam
was of about Rs 36,000
crore and several high pro-
file people were involved
in it. The SIT probe will re-
veal the truth," he added.

The alleged scam was
exposed in February, 2015
when ACB and Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) con-
ducted simultaneous raids
at 25 premises of Civil Sup-
plies Corporation and its
officials.

Later, the ACB made 18
people, including two In-
dian Administrative Service
(IAS)officers, Tuteja and

Alok Shukla, accused in the
case.

The Congress had ear-
lier alleged that then Chief
Minister Raman Singh, his
wife and other high profile
people were named as ben-
eficiaries in the diary which
was recovered during the
raid, a charge refuted con-
tinually by the BJP leader-
ship. Meanwhile, the oppo-
sition BJP has termed the
decision as "politics of re-
venge".

"The case is already in
the court and if there is any
evidence related to it, it
should be produced in the
court. It is a sign of politics
of revenge by taking help
of an accused in the case,"
state BJP chief Dharamlal
Kaushik alleged.

New Delhi :Delhi re-
corded an average mini-
mum temperature of 6.7
degrees Celsius in Decem-
ber 2018, the third lowest
in the last 50 years, the In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment said Tuesday.

According to the IMD,
the fog coverage data at
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA) in Palam
showed it was the clearest
month in the last 22 years
in terms of visibility.

"During the month of
December 2018, Delhi re-
corded the average mini-
mum temperature of 6.7
degrees Celsius, which was
the third lowest during the
last 50 years after 2005 and
1996, when the monthly
minimum temperature was

6 degrees and 5.9 degrees
respectively," the IMD said.

The daily minimum
temperature was below nor-
mal on 26 days. The
monthly mean temperature
was below normal by 1.6
degrees Celsius.

The lowest minimum
temperature recorded was
2.6 degrees on December

29 which was the fourth
lowest in the last 50 years
after 2013, 1996 and 1973.

The lowest minimum
temperature ever recorded
in Delhi is 0.0 degrees Cel-
sius on December 27, 1930.

There were 14 nights
with minimum temperature
below 6 degrees and eight
nights when the minimum

temperature was less than
or equal to 4 degrees, thus,
meeting the threshold of
cold wave and ground frost
conditions, the IMD said.

The average maximum
temperature during Decem-
ber was 23 degrees which
was normal for the month.

The fog coverage data
(hours) at IGIA, Palam
showed that it was the
clearest month in the last
22 years in terms of visibil-
ity. Fog hours (shallow to
very dense) during the
month were only 145
against normal of 300
hours. Dense fog condi-
tions were also subdued
with just two nights of 9
hours against normal of 9
nights and of 45 hours, the
IMD said.

New Delhi : A fortnight ahead of the
'Kumbh Mela', the Centre has approved
the renaming of Allahabad as Prayagraj
as sought by the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment, officials said Tuesday.

The decision came more than two
months after the state government,
headed by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, took the decision to
rename the historic city as Prayagraj.

The central government has given
its consent for renaming of Allahabad as
Prayagraj about 10 days ago, a home

ministry official said.
The 'Kumbh Mela' in Prayagraj will

start on January 15 on 'Makar Sankranti'
and will conclude on March 4 on 'Maha
Shivaratri'.

The central government has given
consent to the renaming of at least 25
towns and villages across the country in
the past one year. The renaming
proposal of UP's Faizabad district as
Ayodhya is yet to be received from the
state government.

A proposal to rename West Bengal

as 'Bangla' is pending as the Ministry of
External Affairs is understood to have
expressed its reservation over the new
name, as it sounds similar to
Bangladesh. A decision in this regard is
expected soon as the general election in
the neighbouring country concluded on
Sunday.

The Union Home Ministry considers
the proposals of name change accord-
ing to the existing guidelines in
consultations with agencies concerned.

It gives its approval to the change of

name of any place after taking no-
objections from the Ministry of
Railways, Department of Posts and
Survey of India. These organisations
have to confirm that there is no such
city, town or village in their records
with a name similar to the proposed
one.

For changing the name of a village
or town or a city, an executive order is
needed. The renaming of a state
requires amendment of the Constitution
with a simple majority in Parliament.
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Kolkata welcomes
2019 with festivities

and fireworks
Kolkata : Soaked in New Year frenzy, revellers made

merry till the early hours of Tuesday on the streets of
Kolkata, as fireworks lit up the sky after midnight to usher
in 2019.

As the dusk gave way to the morning of the New Year,
thousands thronged the city's popular destinations like
Alipore Zoological Gardens, Victoria Memorial, Eco Park,
M P Birla Planetarium and the Shibpur Botanical Gar-
den.

Wishing the people on the occasion of New Year, West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee tweeted, "A new
year brings with it a new hope. Let 2019 be witness to
many new beginnings for you and your families. I wish
all your lives be filled with happiness, good health, peace
and prosperity. Let this year be a landmark in the countrys
history, too".

Police personnel, meanwhile, kept a tight vigil as
around 450 arrests were made in the metropolis since
Monday night to ensure there was no untoward incident.

While 267 persons were held for disorderly conduct,
182 were rounded up for drunken driving, a Kolkata Po-
lice official said. Serpentine queues were seen in front of
the Dakshineswar temple and Kashipur Udyanbati to wit-
ness the 'Kalpataru Utsav', celebrated every year on Janu-
ary 1. Restaurants along the popular hangout Park Street
area and elsewhere were overfilled, as people waited pa-
tiently outside decked-up eateries to wait for their turn.

Luxury hotels across the city also hosted New Year
parties, offering a heady cocktail of dance, music, food
and wine.

TMC hits back at PM Modi; asks not to

lecture them on democratic rights

Odisha CM offers prayers
at Jagannath Temple gate

TMC turns 21, Mamata
congratulates party workers

Kolkata :  West Bengal
Chief Minister and TMC
supremo Mamata Banerjee
congratulated party work-
ers on the Trinamool Con-
gress turning 21 on Tues-
day.

"The journey which be-
gan on January 1, 1998 has
been full of struggles, but
we have been steadfast in
our resolve to fight for the
people #Trinamool21 ...
We are thankful to Maa-
Mati-Manush for their con-
stant support. And the work-
ers who work hard 365 days
a year for the people. A big
salute to you,"A big salute
to you," she said.

Senior Trinamool Con-
gress MP Abhishek
Banerjee said the party
needs to work towards en-
suring a secular and pro-
gressive India under the
leadership of Mamata
Banerjee.

Describing 2019 as the
"year of change", Abhishek,
who is also the nephew of
Mamata Banerjee, said the
that the party is "standing
at a historic juncture where
it wants to play a vital role
in New Delhi in favour of
the working class".

"The year of 2019 is a
year of change and struggle.
We should fight hard in or-
der to ensure that we are
able to gift the people of
this country a secular and
progressive India in New
Delhi under the leadership
of Mamata Banerjee," he

said in an audio visual mes-
sage.

This year will bring
good days (acche din) in
the country, Abhishek said.

"Our party has turned 21
today. The number 21 as-
sumes immense signifi-
cance as it signifies
struggle, youthfulness and
change," he said.

TMC was founded on
January 1, 1998 by Mamata
Banerjee, who had been
with the Congress for over
26 long years.

The TMC leadership
had last week issued in-
structions to conduct vari-
ous programmes across the
state to mark the occasion.

The district leaders ar-
ranged for party flag hoist-
ing programmes and street
corner meetings to discuss
and highlight achieve-
ments of the party in the last
six-and-a-half years.

Puri/Bhubaneswar :
Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik was
among the thousands of
people who visited
Shree Jagannath Temple
on New Year's Day on
Tuesday but he offered
prayer from its Lions
Gate instead of entering
the main shrine.

Patnaik, who is
known to use Odia
sparingly, adressed the
people and extended his
New Year greetings to
them in the language in

a video clip on Twitter.
Patnaik, who has

knee problems, pre-
ferred not to climb
"Baisi Pahacha" (the 22
steps) and another set of
seven steps which lead
to the main temple.

He offered prayers
near 'Patitapabana' (the
symbolic idol of Lord
Jagannath near the
entrance sorrounded by
priests and security
personnel.

On Monday a release
issued by the CMO had

said "The Chief Minis-
ter developed pain in
his knees after the
morning exercises and
doctors have advised
him some rest."

"Smastanku nua
barsa ra abhinandana!
Happy New Year," he
said in the video, which
showcased some
selected moments of
2018 such as visuals of
Odisha Mens Hockey
World Cup
Bhubaneswar among
others.

Patnaik wrote in his
Twitter handle, "Best
wishes to everyone this
New Year. I pray to Lord
Jagannath that 2019
brings happiness and
prosperity to everyone
in the State".

The chief minister
met officials and
employes of the state
secretariat in the
evening. He, however,
did not meet the people
at his residence in the
morning due to the
health problem, an
official said.

Kolkata : The
Trinamool Congress Tues-
day hit back at Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi by say-
ing BJP should stop lectur-
ing it on "democratic rigts"
as BJP itself has destroyed
democracy and institutions
in the country.

TMC secretary general
Partha Chatterjee took a dig
at BJP"s defeat in three
Hindi heartland states by
saying that the BJP has got
a taste of "democracy" in
last few elections.

"The BJP should not
lecture us on democracy
and democratic rights. As
BJP itself has destroyed
democracy and institutions
in this country. The BJP it-
self don't have any respect
for democracy or constitu-
tion," Chatterjee said.

Chatterjee's commnet
comes in the backdrop of
the Prime Minister's Office
tweet, quoting Modi,
"What has happened in
West Bengal. A political
party (the BJP) is being de-
nied a basic democratic
right. Our workers are bru-
tally killed in West Bengal,

Kerala, Karnataka. Politics
of violence has to end. All
parties have to reaffirm their
commitment to peaceful
politics,".

Quoting from Modi's
interview, broadcast by
various TV channels, the
PMO tweets covered a wide
range of issues, including

demands for a Ram temple
in Ayodhya, Urjit Patel's res-
ignation as RBI governor,
demonetisation, mob
lynching and BJP's defeat
in three Hindi heartland
states of Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhatisgarh.

The BJP is lecturing us
on democracy when they
themselves has destroyed

the economy by implemen-
tation of GST and demon-
etization in the country,
Chatterjee said.

The BJP and TMC,
which is a ruling party in
Bengal, are at loggerheads
over BJP's proposed Rath
Yatra in the state.

Modi's commets comes

at a time when the Bengal
BJP unit has been unable
to take out any of its three-
phase Rath yatra rallies,
being called the Save De-
mocracy Rally in Bengal
after the state government
denied permission to the
party to hold it.

The BJP has moved
court and the matter is pres-
ently subjudice.
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Vande Mataram not

sung at MP secretariat;

BJP targets CM
Bhopal : The incident of "Vande Mataram" not being

sung on the the first working day of January at Madhya
Pradesh secretariat has come to light, with the opposition
BJP Tuesday pointing the finger at Chief Minister Kamal
Nath.

Singing of the national song in the Mantralaya or
secretariat on the first working day of every month has
been the norm since the time of erstwhile Shivraj Singh
Chouhan government of the BJP.

Madhya Pradesh General Administration Department
(GAD) additional chief secretary Prabhanshu Kamal
could not be contacted despite repeated calls.

State unit BJP spokesman Rajneesh Agrawal tweeted
that the rendition of Vande Mataram is organised by the
state general administration department (GAD), a portfo-
lio held by Chief Minister Kamal Nath.

"Has it been on his direction? He (Nath) has recently
said that he does not care for criticism. Is there going to
be a ban on 'Bharat Mata Ki Jai' chant (sic)," he tweeted.

When contacted, state Congress spokesman
Bhupendra Gupta sought to play down the incident, say-
ing the CM is out of station.

He said the rendition of Vande Mataram couldn't take
place as SR Mohanty took charge as Chief Secretary Tues-
day, implying that officials remained busy.

"Why the BJP is creating fuss over it? If it (Vande
Matram) was not sung today, its rendition will take place
tomorrow or later. Nothing much should be read into this,"
the Congress leader said.

Don’t believe in jod-tod politics: Shivraj
Shirdi (Maha),  : Former

Madhya Pradesh chief min-
ister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan Tuesday said he
didn't believe in "jod-tod"
politics.

Chouhan took darshan
of Saibaba in Shirdi along
with his family members
this afternoon.

Responding to a query,
the senior BJP leader said
victory and defeat are part
of democracy.

"The Congress failed to
receive a clear majority in
recent elections though the
BJP secured more votes. I
don't believe in 'jod-tod' or
'ghatiya' (cheap) politics.
The party with more num-
ber of elected MLAs should
have the right to run a gov-
ernment," he said.

As the principal oppo-
sition party, the BJP will
cooperate if the Congress
government work for the
welfare of people, but will
oppose them otherwise.

When asked about
Kamal Nath government's
move to waive loans of
farmers in Madhya Pradesh
on the day of taking oath

last month, Chouhan said
only a loan waiver is not
sufficient to help the agri-
culturists.

"The government
should have a long-term
planning and schemes that
are aimed at doubling the
agricultural produce of
farmers and augmenting
MSPs for crops," he said.

Chouhan, whose party
lost by a narrow margin in
the recent assembly polls,

gave an ambivalent reply
when asked whether he will
become active in Delhi
politics now.

"I am an honest worker
of the party. I will do what-
ever the party wants me to.
But my personal view is
that I am connected with
7.5 crore people in
Madhya Pradesh," he said.

"I will not do any 'shiv
tandav' on January 7,"
Chouhan said in a lighter

vein while responding to a
query on the stand he
would take during the Leg-
islative Assembly session
beginning January 7.

The newly-formed
Congress-led government
is likely to prove its vote of
confidence during the ses-
sion, as per reports.

The Congress govern-
ment in Madhya Pradesh is
supported by MLAs of SP,
BSP and Independents.

Fire safety, open spaces on BMC agenda for 2019

As the BMC struggles
to improve the city's ease-
of-doing-business ranking
while grappling with fire
safety violations and ille-
gal construction,

The Mumbai Fire Bri-
gade will be better
equipped to tackle fires in
the new year, adding a
firefighting robot and a
specialised vehicle to its
fleet. The Hindu had re-
ported in September that
the Brihanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC)
had started the process of
procuring a firefighting ro-
bot, which will be used in
situations that are too haz-
ardous for firemen. It will
use thermal imaging, cam-
eras and a fire hose to de-
tect the source of the fire
and douse it, and will cost
Rs 92 lakh. The fire brigade
has also procured a Hazmat
vehicle to deal with fires in-
volving hazardous chemi-
cals and in nuclear disas-
ters.

Sports facilities
The city will get two

new sports complexes in

2019: the 12-acre
Bhavdevi sports complex
planned in Borivali, and an
11-acre complex at Veera
Desai Road in Andheri.
Work on both is in the final
stage.

Green spaces
Fire safety, open spaces

on BMC agenda for 2019
As reported earlier, the

BMC is in the final tender-
ing stage to create 22 gar-
dens under various city
flyovers and skywalks.

Most of them will have
lawns, shrubs, LED lights,
jogging tracks and
benches. Together, they
will add 3 lakh sq.ft. worth
of open space.

Flora Fountain
The Hindu had re-

ported that the revamped
Flora Fountain sculpture
had been unveiled for
Mumbaikars to see. In
2019, the fountain will
spring to life after three
years, as restoration work is

complete. It will be inau-
gurated in January.

Besides, work on the
entire Fort precinct’s heri-
tage street furniture and
lighting will gain momen-
tum.

Zoo upgrade
After years of waiting,

work to makeover the
Byculla Zoo is finally un-
der way. The BMC has al-
lotted work to construct 17
new enclosures for the
zoo’s newest entrants: a ti-
ger, a lion, barking deer, ot-

ters, antelopes and more.
Besides, the zoo has got
access to 27,000 sq.m. ad-
ditional land, which will
eventually be used for a
third phase.

Digitisation
Though the BMC has

not been able to digitise all
its files as per government
orders, it wants to provide
98% of all its services
online in 2019. It also
plans to digitise medical
case papers in municipal
hospitals as part of its
Health Management Infor-
mation System. It will also
recruit 274 new doctors for
peripheral hospitals.

Animal matters
A veterinary hospital

will be built in Mahalaxmi
this year. The BMC has al-
ready floated bids and
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding for this. It
will also construct a veteri-
nary clinic in Khar. By the
end of 2019, the city will
alos have three incinerators
for veterinary purposes in
Deonar, Malad and
Mahalaxmi.

Prez Kovind
offers

prayers at
Somnath
Temple in
Gujarat

Junagadh: Somnath
President Ram Nath
Kovind Monday visited
the Somnath Temple in
Gujarat's Gir Somnath
district and participated
in 'maha aarti' and 'maha
tatkal' puja, officials
said.

This is Kovind's first
visit to the temple since
becoming president,
they added.

He was accompanied
by his wife and daugh-
ter as well as Gujarat
Tourism Minister
Ganpatsinh Vasava and
chief coordinator of the
temple trust Dr Y Bhatt,
a temple trust press re-
lease said.

He also paid tributes
at the statue of Sardar
Patel situated in the pre-
mises of the temple, of-
ficials said.
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Bedi, CM cross swords over Pongal gift scheme
Puducherry:  In a fresh

turf war, Puducherry Chief
Minister V Narayanasamy
Tuesday said he has re-
turned a file on Pongal gift
hamper scheme to Lt Gov-
ernor Kiran Bedi, protest-
ing her 'arbitrary' decision
to restrict it's coverage, a
charge rejected by her.

He also said the Lt Gov-
ernor had "no authority" to
take a decision contrary to
the proposal of the govern-
ment to extend the benefits
of the scheme to all ration
card holders.

"She is only misusing
her authority and acting to
the detriment of the people
by taking a decision con-
trary to the proposal of
elected government,"
Narayanasamy, who has
been at loggerheads with
Bedi on various administra-
tive matters, told reporters
here.

Joining issue, Bedi

charged Narayanasamy
with using public platforms
to spread 'false information'
and said he was party to a
decision taken last year that
the scheme would be lim-
ited to BPL families only
and not applicable to the
APL (above poverty line)
families.

On December 28, while
addressing Congress work-
ers at the Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) office
here, Narayanasamy had
said though the govern-
ment decided to distribute
Pongal gift hampers for all
ration card holders, Bedi
returned the file insisting
that only BPL families
should be covered.

The chief minister Tues-
day said his cabinet did not
accept the 'modification'
made by Bedi to the
government's proposal.

"When she sent the file
to the government with spe-

cific contention that only
BPL families should be
handed the Pongal gifts and
those coming under above
poverty line (APL) and
AAY (Antyodaya Anna
Yojana) categories would
not be eligible for it, I had
returned the file to her reg-
istering our protest against
her arbitrary decision," he
said.

The gift hamper com-
prises essential items like
rice, jaggery and cashew
nuts required for making
'Pongal' (a sweet delicacy,)

offered to Sun God on the
occasion of harvest festival,
which falls on January 15.

Narayanasamy said the
Congress government
wanted the benefits of the
scheme to reach all catego-
ries as done in
neighbouring Tamil Nadu.

Bedi's contention that
implementation of the
scheme would mean heavy
expenditure for the govern-
ment was "misleading and
is an utter lie," he alleged.

Noting that any differ-
ence of opinion between

the Lt Governor and the
government on implemen-
tation of welfare schemes
should be referred to the
Council of Ministers,
Narayanasamy said the
former had no authority to
adopt a totally "improper
and arbitrary approach."

Charging Bedi with
hiding facts to justify her
stand, he said she "does not
deserve" to be the incum-
bent of the gubernatorial
post. Puducherry would
witness a "big change"
sooner than later and all
"current sufferings and em-
barrassment" of the people
would come to an end, he
claimed without elaborat-
ing. Reacting to the chief
minister's comments, Bedi
in a message to the media
later said the gift hamper
was "limited to the BPL
and red card holders as per
the notification published
in the state Gazette in Janu-

ary last year.
"...the Chief Minister is

part of the agreed decision
- that the scheme is limited
to BPL families and red
colour card holders only
and that the benefit of the
scheme is not applicable to
the APL families," she said.

Bedi also said the ex-
penditure for this scheme
would be met from out of
the funds earmarked for
free rice scheme. When full
allocation was not avail-
able for the rice scheme, the
Chief Minister would
blame the office of Lt Gov-
ernor for not providing the
fund, she added. "The
Chief Minister is regretta-
bly using his public plat-
forms to spread false infor-
mation all the time. He is
violating his own gazette
schemes when he demands
Pongal gift forthe above
poverty line categories
also," she said.

Telangana tops
states in GSDP: CM

Foreign tourists can now
fly directly to Andamans

New Delhi , :  Foreign
tourists can now directly
fly to the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands as the
government has desig-
nated Port Blair airport
as an authorised immi-
gration check post for
entry into and exit point
from India.

The decision to open
up the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands directly
for foreign tourists came
after it was found to be
the most sought-after
tourist destination in the
country receiving an
average four lakh
tourists, including
several thousand
foreigners, annually.

"....the central
government hereby
designates Port Blair
airport of Union territory
of the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands as an
authorised immigration
check post for entry into/
exit from India with
valid travel documents
for all classes of passen-
gers," a Home Ministry
notification said.

The Superintendent
of Police (CID) of the

Island has been desig-
nated as the "civil
authority" for the
immigration check post
at Port Blair airport with
effect from Monday.

According to data
available with the Home
Ministry, more than 16
lakh tourists visited the
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands between 2015
and October this year to
enjoy the natural beauty,
beaches, flora and fauna
and historically-signifi-
cant landmarks in around
38 inhabited islands out
of the 572 islets.

The archipelago has
received 4,02,393
tourists, including
11,818 foreigners, till
October 2018, while it

received 4,87,229
tourists, including
15,310 foreigners, in
2017.

In 2016, as many as
4,00,019 tourists,

including 15,467
foreigners, had visited
the Andaman, and in
2015, a total of 3,11,358
tourists, including
14,674 foreigners, had
gone to the union
territory, the data
revealed. The Andaman
and Nicobar Islands is a
union territory and
comes under the admin-
istrative control of the
Home Ministry.

The island was under
global spotlight recently
after the killing of a 27-
year-old American

national by members of a
highly protected tribe,
Sentinelese, in prohib-
ited North Sentinel
Island in November.

The archipelago has
been inhabited for
several thousand years,
at the very least.

The earlier archaeo-
logical evidence so far
documented goes back
some 2,200 years.
However, indications
from genetic, cultural
and linguistic isolation
studies point to habita-
tion going back 30,000
60,000 years, well into
the Middle Palaeolithic
period, according to the
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands tourism Depart-
ment. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Sunday
announced renaming of
three islands of the
Andaman and Nicobar
archipelago as a tribute
to freedom fighter Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose.

The Ross Island was
renamed as Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose
Dweep, the Neil Island as
Shaheed Dweep and the
Havelock Island as
Swaraj Dweep.

Hyderabad : Telangana
topped the states in the
country in terms of growth,
clocking an average GSDP
of 17.01 per cent in the last
four years, Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao has
said.

The states tax revenue
growth rate stood at 29.97
per cent in this financial
year so far, he said at a meet-
ing with officials of the
food processing department
here, where it was decided
to evolve an action plan for
promoting the sector, an
official release said Tues-
day.

...the state economic
growth is excellent and
has been registering con-
sistently on an average
17.01 per cent growth
rate during the last four
years... we are also num-
ber one in the country in
Gross State Domestic
Product ,"  the  re lease
quoted him as having
said at the meeting on
Monday.

Rao also said the
growth rate was expected to
go up further as the state
government would spend
Rs 10 lakh crore during the
next five years and

emphadised the need for
out of box thinking to
achieve better results.

It was decided in the
meeting to prepare an ac-
tion plan for promoting the
food processing sector, the
release said.

Observing that adul-
teration of food products
was rampant, Rao said a
brand name should be es-
tablished for products
rolled out by the govern-
ment-sponsored food pro-
cessing units.

The products can be
exported after meeting do-
mestic needs, he said.

The IKP (Indira Kranti
Patham) women group
members need to be in-
volved in the process, Rao
said.

He also said there was a
need to effect a change in
certain traditional habits of
farmers such as crop
prefrences, adding greater
results could be achieved if
they were brought into the
organised sector.

Lamenting that there
was not enough demand for
Indian agriculture products
in the international market,
he said efforts should be
made to overcome it.
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India facing complex security challenges, threat
to territorial integrity, internal stability: Rawat

New Delhi : India is fac-
ing complex and dynamic
security challenges along
its borders, which are a
threat to the country's terri-
torial integrity and internal
stability, Army Chief Gen.
Bipin Rawat has said.

In a new year message to
Army personnel, he hailed
the collective grit, determi-
nation and sacrifices of the
troops in standing up to the
challenges along the bor-
ders as well as in combating
threats of terrorism.

"We are facing complex
and dynamic security chal-
lenges along our borders
which threaten territorial
integrity and internal stabil-
ity of the nation," Gen.
Rawat said.

He, however, did not
mention about the situation
along India's nearly 4,000-
km frontier with China or
along the Line of Control in

Jammu and Kashmir.
"Our steadfast resolve

to ensure territorial integ-
rity has been evident from
the collective grit, deter-
mination and sacrifice of
our troops who have stood

their ground under the most
challenging, inhospitable
and most hostile circum-
stances," Gen. Rawat said.

The Indian Army has
been firmly dealing with
infiltration bids and inci-

dents of unprovoked firing
by Pakistani Army along
the Line of Control (LoC)
in J and K.

The Army has also im-
proved its vigilance in sev-
eral key sectors along the

border with China follow-
ing last year's Doklam epi-
sode.

"All ranks have dis-
played highest degree of
sincerity and commitment
while guarding our fron-
tiers, combating terrorism
and insurgency," the Army
Chief said.

He also appealed to the
12-lakh strong Army per-
sonnel to work with added
zeal in dealing with secu-
rity challenges facing the
country.

"We need to continue to
work with added zeal while
upholding our core values
of integrity, loyalty, duty,
respect selfless service,
courage and honour to ful-
fil our constitutional obli-
gations and assigned roles,"
he said.

Gen. Rawat described
his force as one of the most
disciplined and profes-

sional armies in the world,
adding that it must preserve
that pride with dignity and
honour.

"I am sanguine that the
rank and file of the Indian
Army will continue to dis-
charge their responsibili-
ties in the best traditions of
our organisation," he said.

Gen. Rawat also men-
tioned about the "stellar
role" the Army played dur-
ing the devastating floods
in Kerala as well as the way
it has discharged its duties
in the UN missions.

"I salute all those per-
sonnel who made the su-
preme sacrifice in the line
of duty for the nation in the
past year. I wish speedy re-
covery to all others who are
recovering from injuries in
the line of duty," the Army
Chief said.

In New Year gift,
4,000 govt officials

get promoted
New Delhi :  As a new

year gift, nearly 4,000 gov-
ernment officials working at
different levels of hierarchy
have been promoted, Union
minister Jitendra Singh said
Tuesday.  "Most of these
promotions had been pend-
ing for over 10 to 15 years,
either because of litigation
or indefinite delay for other
reasons. A decision was
taken to clear the backlog
as far as possible and, in cer-
tain cases, subject to the
outcome of the litigation,"
the Minister of State for Per-
sonnel said. Expressing sat-
isfaction, he said, this issue
was very close to his heart.
"It is a new year gift to these
employees. Ever since I
came to the Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT) in 2014, I always felt
deeply pained to see dozens
of government officials re-
tiring every month without
getting promotion for years
together," Singh told media.
He appreciated the coopera-
tion received from all the
officers of DoPT in carrying
forward the resolve to cor-
rect this anomaly.  Singh

also appreciated the man-
ner in which the entire
staff in the DoPT had
worked day and night to
ensure that all these pro-
motion orders could be
processed and issued be-
fore the last day of the year
i.e. December 31, 2018. Of
the total 3,991 promoted
officials, 1,756 belong to
the Central Secretariat Ser-
vice (CSS) and 2,235 to
Central Secretariat Stenog-
rapher Service (CSSS), ac-
cording to an official state-
ment. Singh said the DoPT
was working hard to clear
the remaining pendency of
promotions as well.  At
least 584 more promotions
in the Section Officer (SO)
grade are already in pro-
cess and the orders will be
issued in coming days, the
minister said.The promoted
officers belong to different
categories, including
deputy secretaries, under
secretaries, section officers,
private secretaries, private
personal secretaries, senior
private personal secretaries
and principal assistants, the
statement said.

GST collection drops to
Rs 94,726 cr in December

New Delhi :  GST col-
lection dropped to Rs
94,726 crore in December
2018, lower than Rs 97,637
crore collected in the pre-
vious month.

Compliance however
improved during the
month as the total
number of sales re-
turns or GSTR-3B
filed in December
stood at 72.44 lakh, as
against 69.6 lakh filed
in November.

The finance min-
istry in a statement
said of the Rs 94,726
crore collected, Cen-
tral GST (CGST) collection
was Rs 16,442 crore, State
GST (SGST) was Rs 22,459
crore, Integrated GST
(IGST) was Rs 47,936 crore
and Cess was Rs 7,888
crore.

The government has
settled Rs 18,409 crore to
CGST and Rs 14,793 crore
to SGST from IGST as regu-
lar settlement, it said.

The total revenue
earned by central govern-
ment and state governments
after regular settlement in

December was Rs 43,851
crore for CGST and Rs
46,252 crore for SGST, the
ministry added.

The December revenue
collections reflect the pur-
chase and sales activities

conducted in November.
In the nine months

(April-December) of the
current fiscal, the govern-
ment has mopped up over
Rs 8.71 lakh crore from
Goods and Services Tax
(GST). The 2018-19 budget
had estimated annual GST
collection at Rs 13.48 lakh
crore, which means a
monthly target of Rs 1.12
lakh crore.

The monthly average
GST collection in last fis-
cal (July 2017 - March

2018) was Rs 89,885 crore.
The GST revenue could

see some more pressure in
the coming months as the
GST Council has cut rates
on 23 items effective Janu-
ary 1, 2019. With the recent

round of rate cut,
only 28 items are left
in the highest tax slab
of 28 per cent.

The rate reduc-
tion would have an
annual revenue im-
plication of Rs 5,500
crore, which means
that in the remaining
three months of the
current fiscal (Janu-

ary-March) the revenue loss
would be about Rs 1,375
crore.

"It appears that the GST
revenues are stabilising.
During this year, we have
had rates heading south,
hence it would be difficult
for revenue to head north
immediately," Deloitte In-
dia Partner M S Mani said.

PwC National Indirect
Tax Leader Pratik Jain said
GST collections in the next
couple of months would be
on similar lines and there

could be more enforcement
and investigation cases.

"The government may
want to have a more realis-
tic estimate of GST collec-
tion for next year. When the
new compliance frame-
work comes in from next
fiscal, the collections could
improve again as there
would be greater control
over input credit claimed by
businesses," Jain said.

GST collection stood at
Rs 1.03 lakh crore in April,
Rs 94,016 crore in May, Rs
95,610 crore in June, Rs
96,483 crore in July, Rs
93,960 crore in August, Rs
94,442 crore in September,
Rs 1,00,710 crore in Octo-
ber and Rs 97,637 crore in
November.

EY Tax Partner
Abhishek Jain said the dip
in GST revenue collection
as compared to the last two
months is a bit discourag-
ing.  "This may deter the
government from
rationalising the tax rate of
goods left in the 28 per cent
category like cement, auto
parts, etc in the short term,
he added.
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PM Modi congratulates
Sheikh Hasina on
electoral victory

I will be everyone’s
premier: Bangla PM Hasina

Trump has not risen to the mantle of White House: Mitt Romney
Washington :  Mitt Romney,

the Republican party's presiden-
tial nominee in 2012, has
slammed US President Donald
Trump, saying his conduct over
the past two years, particularly
his actions this month, is evi-
dence that he has not risen to the
mantle of the office.

Romney, 71, who was elected
as a Republican Senator from
Utah in November, will be sworn
in on Thursday.

"The Trump presidency made
a deep descent in December...on
balance, his conduct over the past
two years, particularly his actions
this month, is evidence that the
president has not risen to the
mantle of the office," Romney
said in an op-ed published in the
Washington Post on Tuesday.

His strong-hitting op-ed gains
significance that he is unlikely
to follow White House position
on critical issues given that the
ruling party has 53 seats in a 100-
member Senate.

On some critical issues
Trump would require 60 votes to
get his legislative agenda passed.

Romney, notably enough,
during the Republican presiden-
tial primaries in 2016, had de-
scribed Trump as a con man and

accused him as a fraud.
"There's plenty of evidence

that Mr Trump is a con man, a
fake. Mr Trump has changed his
positions not just over the years,
but over the course of the cam-
paign," Romney said in his
speech at the Hinckley Institute
on March 3, 2016.

"Here's what I know. Donald
Trump is a phony, a fraud. His
promises are as worthless as a de-
gree from Trump University,"
Romney had said and warned his
party colleagues that Trump if
nominated as the Republican
nominee would never be able to
defeat the then Democratic can-
didate Hillary Clinton.

However, Trump went ahead
to earn the Republcian presiden-
tial nomination by overcoming
the challenge from 16 others and
surprised political pundits by
defeating favourite Hillary
Clinton in the November 2016
presidential elections.

After Trump's electoral vic-
tory, the two leaders met over din-
ner in New York.

The then media reports said
that Trump considered him for the
position of Secretary of State.

However, later Trump gave
the position to Rex Tillerson.

Romney, two year later, who
is known for being a successful
governor of Massachusetts de-
cided to run for the US Senate
from Utah.

He who won with an impres-
sive margin in the November elec-
tions. In the weeks thereafter, he
has increased his attack on
Trump.

In his op-ed, Romney said that
Trump cannot take his support for
granted.

"I will act as I would with any
president, in or out of my party: I
will support policies that I believe
are in the best interest of the coun-

try and my state, and oppose those
that are not," he said.

He said that he would speak
out against significant statements
or actions that are divisive, racist
and anti-immigrant.

"I do not intend to comment
on every tweet or fault. But I will
speak out against significant
statements or actions that are di-
visive, racist, sexist, anti-immi-
grant, dishonest or destructive to
democratic institutions," he
wrote.

Observing that to a great de-
gree, a presidency shapes the
public character of the nation, he

said a president should unite us
and inspire us to follow "our bet-
ter angels."

"A president should demon-
strate the essential qualities of
honesty and integrity, and elevate
the national discourse with co-
mity and mutual respect," he said.

"As a nation, we have been
blessed with presidents who have
called on the greatness of the
American spirit. With the nation
so divided, resentful and angry,
presidential leadership in quali-
ties of character is indispensable.
And it is in this province where
the incumbent's shortfall has
been most glaring," Romney
added.

Noting that the world is also
watching, Romney rued that sev-
eral allies in Europe are experi-
encing political upheaval.

"Several former Soviet satel-
lite states are rethinking their
commitment to democracy. Some
Asian nations, such as the Philip-
pines, lean increasingly toward
China, which advances to rival
our economy and our military,"
he said.

"The alternative to US world
leadership offered by China and
Russia is autocratic, corrupt and
brutal," Romney wrote.

Dhaka : Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has said that
she will be the "premier of
all" Bangladeshis and her
government's first priority
would be to continue the
economic reforms.

Prime Minister Hasina's
Awami League and its allies
won a landslide victory in the
general elections on Sunday,
bagging 288 of the total 299
seats which went to the polls.

Hasina said she would
discharge her responsibility
as the "premier of all" during
her upcoming five-year
tenure, the Dhaka Tribune

reported.
She said the priority of the

new government will be to
complete the programmes that
have already been under-
taken.

"We have okayed different
projects, we have to work on
them. Now, the most impor-
tant thing is to ensure the
safety and security of our
people," she said.

Hasina said the first
priority would be to continue
the economic activities so
that people may have a better
life.

She said her party does not

believe in the politics of
revenge.

"Rather, Awami League
works for the development of
people considering them as
human being once it gets
elected," she said.

Hasina also brushed aside
the Opposition's allegation of
vote rigging, saying "if there
had been any allegation, the
Election Commission would
have cancelled voting in the
centre immediately".

She said one or two
incidents of irregularities out
of the total 40,000 voting
centres did not make the
whole election unfair.

"They [people] wanted
continuity of the government,
development for which they
overwhelmingly voted for
us," she said.

At least 18 people,
including a member of a
security agency, have been
killed and more than 200
others injured in poll-related
violence, making it one of
the deadliest polls in the
country.

New Delhi : Prime Minister
Narendra Modi telephoned his
Bangladeshi counterpart
Sheikh Hasina on Monday
and conveyed his heartiest
congratulations on her party's
decisive victory in the
parliamentary elections.

The Ministry of External
Affairs said Modi expressed
confidence that the partner-
ship between India and
Bangladesh will continue to
flourish under her "far-
sighted" leadership.

Hasina also thanked the
prime minister for being the
first leader to call her to
convey his congratulations.

"The PM also reiterated
the priority India attaches to
Bangladesh as a neighbour, a
close partner for regional
development, security and
cooperation, and a central
pillar in India's
'Neighbourhood First' policy,"
the MEA said in a statement.

The MEA said the conver-

sation was very cordial, fully
reflecting the close and
traditionally friendly rela-
tions between India and
Bangladesh.

It said India warmly
congratulated the people of
Bangladesh for reaffirming
their faith in democracy,
development and the vision
of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

"PM Sheikh Hasina
thanked Prime Minister for
being the first leader to call
her to convey congratula-
tions. She also thanked India
for their consistent and
generous support which has
benefited Bangladesh's
development, and appreciated
PM's reiteration of this
commitment," the MEA said.

Hasina's party Awami
League emerged victorious in
the elections, winning over
267 seats in the 300-member
House, according to the
Election Commission (EC).
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THE year 2018 began with the outrageous abduction, rape
and murder of an innocent eight-year-old girl in Kathua in
January, leading to an anguished public outcry. Unfortunately,
as the year progressed, many more ghastly and horrifying
sexual crimes against kids came to fore, shocking the nation
with the sheer intensity and depravity of the acts. Many a
shelter home and orphanage were found to be dens of sexual
abuse of children by the very people entrusted with their care.
Gurugram's paedophile and serial killer turned out to be one
of the worst ever to be netted by the Indian law enforcement
agencies. Caught in
November for alleg-
edly raping and blud-
geoning a three-year-
old child in
Gurugram, the 20-
year-old sexual preda-
tor is believed to have
mercilessly violated
and done to death at
least nine children.
In such a scenario, it is
in the fitness of things
that the year ends with
the tightening of the
noose around the neck
of offenders who com-
mit heinous crimes.
On Friday, the Union
Cabinet cleared the
amendments to the Protection of Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act, 2012. Not only do the changes address
the shortcomings in the original legislation, they also make it
more robust and stringent. The amendments seek to make the
law gender-neutral. It corrects a loophole as male sex abuse
victims have been largely ignored as compared to girls. While
harsher penalty sharpens the law’s deterrent edge, the intro-
duction of the death penalty clause for aggravated offences is
a knee-jerk reaction since such form of retributive justice has
seldom reduced the crime rate.
What does help and is needed to protect our children is the
beefing up of the legal processes so that speedy justice is
given. Convictions hold the key. A national register of offend-
ers is essential as it will strengthen the arm of the law. Tack-
ling crime against juveniles is challenging, given the rise in
its incidence. Consider the figures of one city, Gurugram: 141
cases were registered under the POCSO Act in 2017, but their
number rose by 20 per cent to 181 this year. Going by this
trend, the numbers of children violated nationwide would be
staggering. We cannot let our kids suffer so much abuse.

ISRO launches Samwad with
Students on New Year Day

As part of the enhanced out-
reach programme of Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO), a
new platform named “Samwad
with Students” (SwS) was
launched in Bengaluru today.
Through the SwS initiative, ISRO
aims to constantly engage young-
sters across India to capture their
scientific temperament. The new
conversation mission will inspire
students cutting across schools
and colleges. The first SwS event
saw 40 wards and 10 teachers
from select schools interact with
ISRO Chairman Dr K Sivan at the

Anthariksh Bhavan.
During the three-hour stay at

ISRO HQ, the students were first
briefed about Indian space
programme and their benefits to
the common man. In his opening
remarks Dr Sivan said the SwS
aims at drawing inspiration and
motivation from young India.
“All of you with your boundless
energy and endless curiosity are
going to be my biggest source of
inspiration and motivation. With
so many challenging on hand this
year, I thought it is important to
seek the well wishes of students
who are the future of this coun-

try,” Dr Sivan said.
The Q&A session that fol-

lowed saw Dr Sivan engaging
students on a series of topics rang-
ing from rockets, satellites,
Chandrayaan, Gaganyaan and
various space applications. When
an 8th Standard student asked
about whether ISRO was his first
choice as a youngster, Dr Sivan
said: “I was very shy when I was
young. And, as far as college and
career goes, I was always denied
my first choice. After high school,
I wanted to study Engineering but
ended up studying B.Sc Math-

ematics. Later, I got into Engi-
neering and wanted to join ISAC
(now URSC) Bengaluru, instead
joined VSSC at
Thiruvananthapuram. At VSSC, I
wanted to join the Aerodynamics
group, but was part of PSLV
project instead.”

To another query from a 10th
Standard student, - How scientists
cope up with failures, Dr Sivan
said the biggest lessons in life are
often derived when the plans go
astray. “Space missions are very
complex in nature and totally dif-
ferent from terrestrial systems.
They have to work in extreme

environments more often. Our
forefathers have shown us path to
take failures in our stride and take
on the challenges with a positive
mindset,” he said.

When a student was keen to
know how they could contribute
to ISRO’s missions, Dr Sivan said:
“When you complete your stud-
ies with focus on fundamentals
of science, you could get back to
us and help us solve our problems.
We need solutions to many com-
plex problems and you could be
giving us answers to them in fu-
ture.”

Dr Sivan explained to the stu-
dents the importance of Indian
space programme and its benefits
to the society at large. He wanted
them to take up science and
mathematics with absolute seri-
ousness which would enable
them to take up challenging ca-
reers. “Whenever, we are short of
ideas or inspiration, we will look
for you. We will be ever ready to
answer your questions related to
India’s space missions,” Dr Sivan
added.

On the sidelines, the students
and teachers also interacted with
ISRO scientists and engineers.
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Mayank Agarwal
The dashing Indian opening batsman became darling of

the nation after his scintillating knocks in the third test against
Australia.

The young opener who is a prolific run getter in the domes-
tic cricket was picked up by the selectors after the failure of
first choice opening pair of K L Rahul and Murli Vijay in the
first two test matches in Australia.

The injury sustained by the teenage sensation Prithvi Shaw
who had got off to a sensational debut against the visiting
West Indies team left the team management with no option but
to give a chance to Mayank Agawal who rose to the occasion
with his uncanny batting skill.

The right handed batsman scored a breezy 76 runs in his
debut innings and went on to make 42 runs in the second
inning to enable India to declare its innings and take a shot at
winning the match.

Now the young lad has more or less cemented his place in
the national side as the opener and sure to give company to the
talented Shaw as and when the later recovers from his injury.

The Indian opening batting pair will now have plenty of
options with Shikhar Dhawan, Rohit Sharma and Hanuma Vihari
trying to open the Indian innings.

The Indian fans would surely to see the pair of Mayank
Agarwal and Prithvi Shaw open for India both in traditional
format and shorter versions of the game.

Good luck to them.

Jasprit Bumrah
The lanky right arm pace bowler is now the cynosure of

all eyes as he emerged as the most fearsome fast bowler in
the World in the wake of his swashbuckling show in the
ongoing Test series against Australia.

Bumrah who was earlier seen as a deadly bowler in the
shorter versions of cricket, has now become a certainty in
the Test matches.  He played a dominant role in the third
Test and tormented the leading Australian batting line up
with his immaculate line and length to get better of them.

Bumrah claimed six Australian wickets in their first
inning and followed it up with three more vital wickets in
the second innings to inflict a heavy defeat to the host
nation.

His unusual action while delivering the ball has made
him all the more difficult bowler and the batsmen from all
cricket playing nations are said to be very vary about him.

Even the Indian Captain Virat Kohli has openly said
that he would not like to face Bumrah at Perth and he has
no hesitation in saying that he is the best pace bowler in
the World.

The readers would recall how Bumrah was instrumen-
tal in phenomenal performance of Mumbai Indians in the
Indian Premier League and that augurs well for the Indian
cricket.

We at the ACROSS STATE would like to him all the
best.
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‘Violence in name of cow
protection is totally condemnable’

‘ Triple Talaq matter of
gender quality, Sabarimala

related to tradition’

‘Urjit Patel resigned for personal reasons,
did a great job as RBI Governor’

Those levelling allegations on
me are actually weakening the In-
dian security forces, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said on Tues-
day, adding that in spite of alle-
gations from the Congress in the
Rafale deal, he will continue to
expedite the procurement process
in defence so that country's secu-
rity is not compromised.

"Those people who want to
weaken the Army are levelling al-
legations. Should I worry that they
are making personal attacks on
me, or whether my country's needs
should be met? I decided that
whatever abuses are hurled at me,
whatever allegations are levelled
against me, I will continue on the
path of honesty and give primacy
to the country's security. I won't
leave my Army jawans merely to
their fate. Whatever be their re-

Those accusing me are weakening Indian security forces: PM Modi
quirement, I will expedite the pro-
curement processes. I will do it
even if allegations are levelled
me," Modi said in response to al-
legations of corruption in the
Rafale jet purchase deal.

PM Modi said that he has spo-
ken about the issue in Parliament
and at various public platform.

"In Parliament, I have spoken
elaborately on this and whichever
public forum I got, I spoke about
this. The matter has been cleared
even by the Supreme Court. The
Supreme Court scrutinised it
threadbare. The French President
has spoken. ..Media should have
the courage to ask (the Congress)
where is the evidence for these
allegations? Don't throw muck
and run away.... They (Congress)
are not able to give any real evi-
dence, just keep talking. Unko

yeh bolne ki beemari hai toh
mujhe kya baar baar ussi me
ulajhna chahiye kya (If they have
this problem of talking about it
then should I too get entangled
in it)," he added.

The prime minister said that
there should be debate in the
country on why controversies
have been created over defence
deals since Independence and on
need for middlemen in defence
purchases.

"Why controversies have been
created over defence deals since
Independence and our forces
weakened. Who is doing it? What
is the reason? Also, what is the
need for middlemen in the defence
deals? Can't defence deal not be
done without middlemen? Had
Make in India been initiated 70
years back, the malai khane wala

raasta from outside would have
been closed. My crime is that I
am trying to Make In India. My
crime is that whatever our defence
forces need, that should be made
in India, so that dealings outside
the country end. I am trying to get
technology transfer," Prime Min-
ister said. The Prime Minister
sought to dispel the Congress al-
legation that the purchase would
harm his Make in India initiative.

Congress president Rahul
Gandhi has accused Prime Minis-
ter Modi of favouring Anil
Ambani's Reliance group in the
Rafale deal by pushing Dassault
Aviation to have a tie up with it
through an offset clause, an alle-
gation denied vehemently by
both the Indian government and
Dassault.

 'Note ban was not a
shock, had warned

people against black
money in advance'

Mob lynchings in the name
of cow protection are "totally
condemnable," Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on Tuesday,
adding that such incidents do
not reflect well on a civilised
society.

In an interview to ANI, Prime
Minister Modi questioned
whether such incidents had
started only after his government
came to power in 2014.

He said everybody's senti-
ments should be respected and
for creating such an environ-
ment, everyone will need to con-
tribute.

"Any such incident does not
reflect well on a civilised soci-
ety. No voice ever should sup-
port such incidents. This is to-
tally wrong and totally condem-
nable," he said when asked to
comment on incidents of lynch-
ing in the name of cow protec-
tion.

On actor Naseeruddin saying
that minorities were feeling un-
safe in the country, the Prime
Minister said, "before elections,
some people do see insecurity.
Some people have an agenda."

He went on to add, "Did it
(mob lynching) start after 2014?
This is a result of ills within so-
ciety. For improving this situa-
tion, we should all work collec-
tively."

Prime Minister Modi said his
government believes in 'Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas' (cooperation
with all, development of all).

In this context, Prime Minis-
ter Modi said that when his gov-

ernment went on electrifying
18,000 remaining villages of the
country, it did not ask the villag-
ers which religion they belonged
to.

Similarly, when the govern-
ment implemented the Ujjwala
scheme to provide subsidized
LPG connections, it did not dis-
criminate on the basis of religion,
Modi said.

He said he did not want get
into a debate that such things hap-
pened during any particular gov-
ernment as "even one incident is
condemnable."

"There should be no such in-
cident in the society. But we
should understand what the main
fabric of the society is," he added.

The Prime Minister said
people should listen to what sen-
timents Mahatma Gandhi and
Vinobha Bhave had expressed or
take note of the sentiments en-
shrined in the Constitution.

"It is the responsibility of ev-
ery citizen to respect those senti-
ments. If you honour those senti-
ments, our sentiments are also re-
spected. To create this environ-
ment, everybody should contrib-
ute," he said.

Talking about harmonious
existence in India, he said a Mus-
lim scholar based in the Gulf had
written about India's harmony in
diversity whereas in their region
people of the same faith attacked
each other.

"India should take pride in this
compliment. India should take
pride that we have been living in
harmony for ages," he said.

The Prime Minister also de-
cried political violence that has
been taking place in some parts
of the country, apparently refer-
ring to West Bengal and Kerala.

"As a worker of the BJP, I
strongly condemn it. We have
suffered a lot," said Prime Min-
ister Modi.

"In West Bengal, BJP is not
even allowed to exercise its
democratic rights. During elec-
tions, the way our workers are
killed, it does not reflect well on
democracy. In Kerala, our work-
ers are killed every day," Prime
Minister Modi added.

He said BJP workers have
been also killed in Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, Assam and Jammu
and Kashmir.

"The question is not
whether our workers are killed
or not, but this political vio-
lence is not good for our de-
mocracy and all political par-
ties will have to think about it,"
he said.

"I want to assure BJP work-
ers and their families that the
government does not tolerate
any form of violence, be it by
any party. We are committed to
ensuring justice to everyone,"
the Prime Minister added.

"We appeal to the state gov-
ernments also ....Some day the
truth will come out. Today,
some people may be enjoying
protection but someday the
truth will come out. Political
parties should train their cadres
how to behave in a democracy,"
the Prime Minister said.

Triple Talaq is not a religion
issue. This is about gender justice.
Several Islamic nations have
banned i t ,"  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on Tues-
day, stressing on the need of
delinking the issue of commu-
nal perspective. Speaking to
ANI in an interview, the prime
minister said that while Triple
Talaq is a matter of gender
equality, entry of women in
Sabarimala is related to tradi-
tion.

PM Modi tried to clear the
air on BJP's apparent contradic-
tion in its stand on the contro-
versial Triple Talaq Ordinance
and the ban on entry of women
between the age group of (10-
50 years) in the Sabarimala
Temple by saying the Ordi-
nance against Triple Talaq was
brought keeping in mind gen-
der equality and social justice
and it should not be seen as in-
terference in religious issues.

However, on the entry of
women of menstrual age in the
Sabarimala Temple and protests
by Hindu groups, PM Modi said
that the issue relates to tradi-
tion and the Supreme Court
judgement that saw a dissent by
a lady judge should be read
carefully.

"Triple Talaq Ordinance was
brought after Supreme Court
verdict. We have said in our BJP
manifesto that a solution would
be found to this issue under the
Constitution," Prime Minister
Modi said.

"Most Islamic countries
have banned Triple Talaq. So it

is not a matter of religion or
faith. Even in Pakistan, Triple
Talaq is banned. So it is an issue
of gender equality, matter of so-
cial justice. It is not an issue of
faith. So keep the two separate,"
he said.

Reacting to a question on the
BJP's stand on the Sabarimala is-
sue, PM said: "India is of one
opinion that everyone should

get justice.  There are some
temples, which have their own
traditions, where men can't go.
And men don't go... In this,
Sabrimala, a woman judge in the
Supreme Court has made certain
observations. It needs to be read
minutely. There is no need to at-
tribute those to any political party.
As a woman, she has made some
suggestions. There should be a
debate on that as well sometimes."

Former  Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) Governor Urjit
Patel did a great job, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
on Tuesday. Clearing the air

about his mid-tenure resigna-
tion, the prime minister said
that he stepped down due to
personal reasons and had
been telling him for some
time about his decision to
resign.

"I am revealing for the
first time, he (Urjit Patel) was
telling me about this for the
past 6-7 months before his
resignation. He gave it even

in writing. He wrote to me
personally," Prime Minister
Modi revealed in an interview
to news agency ANI.

Urjit Patel stepped down

from his position  in December
citing "personal reasons"
amidst reports of a rift between
the RBI and the government.
After Patel's resignation, PM
Modi tweeted that the RBI
Governor left behind a "great
legacy."

The prime minister further
dispelled the opposition's
criticism that Patel was made

to leave. "No such question
arises. I acknowledge that
Patel did a good job as RBI
Governor," Prime Minister
Modi added.

Stressing that institutions
like CBI and judiciary are
paramount to his govern-
ment, the Prime Minister
stressed that the opposition
Congress party has no right
to criticise the BJP by saying
that the government weak-
ened such institutions in the
country.

"Congress has no right to
speak on this issue. Against
the PM and PMO, the NAC
(National Advisory Council)
was formed. What kind of
empowerment of the PMO
was this? Cabinet takes such
a big decision and a big
leader tears that Cabinet
decision at a press confer-
ence. What kind of respect is
for an institution?", ques-
tioned PM Modi.

"Coming to judiciary,
they openly said that we will
decide judiciary on the basis
of ideology and senior
judges were shown the door
and junior judges were
promoted. And you are
talking about institutions? In
the same RBI, several times
Governors were forced to
leave before their term
expired. You called Planning
Commission people a bunch
of jokers," the Prime Minister
added.

Prime Minister Modi
cleared the air over the
government removing the
two men at the top of CBI.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday dismissed the claim that
demonetisation came as a shock to
the nation. Speaking to news
agency ANI in an interview the
prime minister said that he had be-
seeched people to deposit their
black money in bank account by
paying small penalty, a year in ad-
vance.

"This wasn't a Jhatka. We had
warned people a year in advance
that we have a scheme wherein if
you have such wealth (black

money), you can deposit it, pay the
penalties and you will be helped
out. However, they thought that
Modi too would behave like other
governments so very few people
came forward voluntarily," PM
Modi said.

"Through the media and Parlia-
ment I beseeched people to take
advantage of this scheme or else
we (GoI) would have to take steps
to change the situation. This hasn't
happened overnight. This process
took one year.Only after that we
had to take this step. This was nec-
essary for the economic health of
this country," he added.

Explaining the need for the
economic action, the prime minis-
ter said that the demonetisation
was necessitated due to the inces-
sant reports of black money and
corruption.

"There used to be regular re-
ports about black money. There
is no disputing the fact that a par-
allel economy was running. Notes
were found under beds, sacks full
of cash were found. This parallel
economy had made the country
hollow. Demonetisation has done
a big job and in the coming days
will set the country on the solid
economic path. Those sacks full
of cash have now entered the
banking structure," the PM
claimed.

PM Modi said that
demonetisation has created an at-
mosphere of honesty and has ex-
panded the tax net, while reduc-
ing the circulation of the cur-
rency.

Justfying the temporary
slump in nation's economic
growth, PM Modi said, "If any
process is changed, take for ex-
amples Railways, if a bogey
changes tracks there is a change
in speed. We can't deny this. Even
when Manmohan Singh was Fi-
nance Minister, do you have any
idea how much the GDP fell? It
had fallen to approximately less
than 2%. With change this hap-
pens but later things got
stabilised. Now, even our growth
rate has stabilized, a cleansing
process was needed, we did it.
Now an ideology has been created
for the country to head towards."
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Welcome to Metro type queue for Mumbai locals

It is going to be
music to the ears of
Mumbaikars as the
Mumbai local rail
authorities have cleared

the orderly queue
system to board and
alight from the local
trains.

In a far reaching

move the rail authorities
have identified at least
six busy local junctions
including Churchgate,
Dadar, Bandra, Andheri,

Borivali and Virar on
the Western sector and
the rail commuters
could hope for some
reprieve from the hustle

and bustle of daily life.
The new move comes

into force from March
this year and about five
to ten lakh commuters
travelling between
Churchgate and Virar are
definitely going to
welcome this far reach-
ing move.

The commuters will
be provided with either
smart cards or plastic
chips to be used while
entering and leaving the
rail stations which would
go a long way in also
curbing ticketless
travelling.

The crowd manage-
ment would be enforced
by the railway police in
uniform and the railway
protection force would
be pressed into service to
ward off any untoward
incidents.

The Western Railway
is going to shut down

several of its entry and
exit points to pave the
way for smooth transi-
tion of new system, it is
learnt.

The smart cards
would replace the
season tickets and the
plastic coins would be
issued in place of daily
tickets to ensure smooth
flow of commuters.

The move will
definitely come as a
huge blessing for the
aged and people with ill
health as they need not
jostle for space with
other commuters who
care a dime for them.

Later on the Central
Railway will too have to
emulate the Western
Railway and other
stations will have to
take a cue from them
and expedite its use to
the benefit of each and
every rail passenger.

New Year Celebrated with gusto

It was really good to see
that the boisterous New
Year celebrations have
come to an end in the City
without any casualty and
the Mumbai police must be
complimented for this.

The State government
had pressed a record num-
ber of security persons into
service and also installed
hundreds of CCTV at stra-
tegic places in the City to
ward off any untoward in-
cidents and also ensure
smooth flow of both traffic
and the pedestrians on the
D Day.

The state government

should also be
complimented for taking a
pro active measure to keep
the restaurants and hotels
in Mumbai so that the
happy go lucky people do
not encounter any harm
while celebrating the New
Year.

The precautions issued
to the people to refrain from
driving while taking in-
toxicants has acted as
strong deterrent and by and
large it was a peaceful and
eventful New Year celebra-
tions.

The law enforcing au-
thorities have also stepped

up their vigil vigilance in
vital parts of Maharashtra
as Bhima Koregaon occa-
sion is being held now.  The
police persons have left no
stone unturned in giving
adequate protection to the
participants in the rally and
have taken every possible
step to prevent any repeti-
tion of ghastly incidents
which took place during
last year.The Bhima-
Koregaon flare up had left
bad taste in the mouth of
peace loving people of the
State and one hope that this
year the event would pass
on peacefully.
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BJP not bothered about 'Magatbandhan': Das
Jamshedpur :  Jharkhand

Chief Minister Raghubar Das on
Tuesday said the BJP is not both-
ered about the proposed
'Mahagatbandhan' (Grand alli-
ance of opposition parties) and
oozed confidence that the party
would provide a stronger govern-
ment at Centre and in Jharkhand
in the approaching elections.

The BJP and its cadres are ef-
ficient enough to face the oppo-
sition in the next elections, Das
said while addressing a press con-
ference here.

"We will provide much more
stronger government at the Cen-
tre and in Jharkhand in the next
general and Assembly elections,"
Das said.

"We (BJP) are neither staring
at the proposed 'Thug Bandhan'
or 'Mahagatbandhan' (Grand al-
liance) of opposition parties
ahead of the next elections nor
we are bothered about it," he
added.

The possible
'Mahagathbandhan' in the state is
supposed to be between the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha, the
Jharkhand Vikas Morcha

(Prajatantrik), the Congress and
the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD).

The people of the country ac-
cepted Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as their leader and voted
him to power with a thumping
majority in the 2014 elections as
they were fed up with the UPA
government, which had miser-
ably failed to fulfil the aspirations
of the people.

While the BJP won 12 out of
a total of 14 Lok Sabha seats in
the 2014 Lok Sabha elections,
the JMM had bagged two seats
only.

The matured people of the
country had rejected the UPA
government headed by
Manmohan Singh, which was in
paralysis during its tenure as it
badly lacked as far as "decision
making" was concerned in the
interest of the country, Das said.

The country got a strong gov-
ernment during the last four years
under Modi jis leadership, Das
said, adding, the Congress dur-
ing their 68 years of "misrule"
had failed to provide basic ameni-
ties like electricity and irrigation
facilities.

Presenting the report card of
his four-year tenure in the state,
Das said a major achievement of
the government was that the
Naxalism in the state was breath-
ing its last due to to massive anti-
Naxal operations launched by the
state police.

"The situation has improved
in the state to such an extent that
people are now freely moving
around at night, in the once

Naxal-affected districts of
Palamau, Latehar, Simdega,
Garwah and Chatra," Das claimed.

Das also claimed that crimi-
nal activities have been checked.

He also said a lot of things
have to be done in order to eradi-
cate poverty and unemployment,
and ill-practises such as witch-
craft and migration.

Das also claimed that the road
network and infrastructure im-

proved during the tenure of the
BJP-led government in
Kharkhand.

Around 32,000 villages of the
state had been electrified in 2018
while efforts were on to supply
24x7 uninterrupted electricity in
2019, Das said.

In and attempt to fulfil the
dream of the Prime Minister Modi
to double the income of the farm-
ers by 2022, Das said his govern-
ment will launch a scheme
"Mukhyamantri Krishi Ashirwad
Yojana in 2019.

He said the agriculture sector
and rural development would the
priority of his government in the
New Year 2019.

Das claimed that the agricul-
ture sector had recorded 14 per
cent growth during the last four
years of his rule against minus 4.5
per cent growth rate before the
2014.

Besides, the government will
also launch 'Mukhyamantri
Sukanya Yojana' to check school
dropouts and maternity mortality
rate. Altogether 27 lakh women
will be benefited from the scheme,
he added.

India, China Armies mark new
year with CBP meetings

UP Cabinet decides to set up

cow sheds for stray cattle
Lucknow :  The Uttar

Pradesh Cabinet Tuesday
empowered the urban and
rural civic bodies to run
temporary shelters to take care
of stray cattle.

A policy decision to this
effect was taken in a Cabinet
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, a
government spokesperson
said.

He said with the machines
having taken over the tradi-
tional methods of agriculture,
the cattle owners often
abandon their livestock,
leading to problems like
damage to crops, traffic
disruptions and road acci-
dents.

The new policy will enable
the departments concerned to
work in coordination with
each other and achieve better
results, he said.

The state's Animal Hus-
bandry Department too will
help the civic bodies in their
endeavour, he said, adding the
government will strive to
make these "gauvansh ashray
asthal" self-sustaining.

Earlier last week, the chief

minister had directed officials
to make immediate arrange-
ments for proper care of stray
cows.

He had also ordered to free
grazing grounds from encroach-
ments in different parts of the
state.

In a meeting with senior
officials, the chief minister had
asked them to set up a commit-
tee to consider measures for
providing better shelter
facilities to stray cows and
directed Chief Secretary Anup
Chandra Pandey to present
recommendations on the issue
in a week.

In another decision, the
Cabinet approved a provision
for compensation to police and
fire service officials if they
suffer disability in discharge of
their duties.

Earlier this compensation
was extended only in cases of
death, the spokesman said.

In a bid to put a greater
check on the corruption, the
state Cabinet also decided to
give the status of police stations
to ten vigilance unit to speed
up inquiry and prosecution in
graft cases, he added.

Jammu : The Armies of India
and China held border personnel
meetings in Eastern Ladakh Tues-
day to mark New Year's day, offi-
cials said.

During the meetings, both
sides resolved to maintain peace
and tranquility along the line of
actual control (LAC), besides
agreeing to work on confidence
building measures.

The ceremonial border per-
sonnel meetings were held in the
backdrop of successful conduct
of hand-in-hand exercise at
Chengdu in China last month
wherein troops of both countries
interacted and participated in
joint exercises and shared on-
ground experiences.

"At the invitation of the PLA,

a ceremonial border personnel
meeting (BPM) to celebrate the
new year was conducted at Chi-
nese BPM hut in Chushul -
Moldo and DBO-TWD meeting
points in eastern Ladakh", a De-
fence Spokesman said.

The Indian delegation was led
by Major General Sanjiv Rai and
Colonel S S Lamba and the Chi-
nese delegation by Senior Colo-
nel Liu Hou Jie and Colonel Song
Zhang Li, he said.

The ceremonial BPM com-
menced with saluting the national
flags by the delegation members.
This was followed by the ceremo-
nial address comprising of ex-
change of greetings, wishes and
vote of thanks, the spokesman
said.

"The address reflected the
mutual desire of maintaining and
improving relations at func-
tional level at the border. There-
after, a cultural programme
showcasing Chinese culture and
tradition was organised", he
added. The spokesman said
both the delegations interacted
in a free, congenial and cordial
environment.

"The delegations parted
amidst feeling of friendship and
commitment towards enhancing
the existing cordial relations
and maintaining peace along
the border. Both sides also
sought to build on the mutual
feeling to maintain peace and
tranquility along the border", he
said.
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Lord Chaitanya Visits Vrindavan
Incredible ISKCON

Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, Golden Avatar of Radha
Krishna and founder of Hare Krishna Movement

By Lokanath Swami

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu then
arrived at Arishta Gram, where
Krishna killed the demon
Arishtasura five thousand years ago.
This episode led to the manifesta-
tion of Syama-kunda and Radha-
kunda. With the passage of time,
however, these holy lakes had al-
most disappeared, and none of the
local residents could help Lord
Chaitanya find them. Being the
abode of knowledge, He found two
paddy fields called Kali Badi (black
field) and Gauri Badi (white field)
whose waters had reduced to the size
of two small ponds. He entered them
and bathed while offering them
prayers.

Lord Chaitanya had rediscov-
ered Syama Kunda and Radha
Kunda. As Srimati Radharani is dear
to Krishna, so is Her kunda, or lake.
There Lord Krishna had performed

water sports and the rasa dance with
Srimati Radharani and the other
gopis. Nearby are the kundas of the
ashta-sakhis, Radha-Krishna's eight
closest gopi friends. Overwhelmed
by ecstatic love, Lord Chaitanya
danced on the bank of Radha
Kunda and drew tilaka marks on His
body with the lake's clay.

At Govardhan Hill
Then Chaitanya Mahaprabhu

proceeded to the Govardhan
parikrama path. When He saw
Govardhan Hill, He was over-
whelmed with joy and offered obei-
sances by falling to the ground like
a rod. He embraced a Govardhan
rock and became mad with ecstatic
love. When He arrived at the vil-
lage of Govardhan, He offered obei-
sances to the Krishna deity named
Harideva. Frenzied with ecstatic
love, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
danced before Harideva. People
were astonished to see the Lord's
beauty and ecstasy. He bathed in
Brahma Kunda and that night
stayed at the Harideva temple.

In another temple, on top of
Govardhan Hill, resided Gopala
Raya, the beautiful deity of cow-
herd-boy Krishna discovered by
Srila Madhavendra Puri. During the
night, Lord Chaitanya wondered
how He would be able to see Gopala
Raya without climbing Govardhan
Hill, which He considered too sa-
cred to climb. Gopala Raya under-
stood His desire and reciprocated. A
rumor spread among the villagers
that Turkish soldiers were coming
to destroy their temples. So the vil-
lagers rushed to protect the deities
and moved Gopala Raya to a vil-
lage named Ganthuli Gram. The
next day, Lord Chaitanya bathed in
Govinda Kunda and then saw
Gopala at Ganthuli Gram. He was
so overwhelmed by ecstatic love
that He chanted and danced con-
tinuously for three days and three
nights. On the fourth day, Gopala
Raya returned to His own temple.

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu then
continued with the Govardhan
parikrama. At the sight of Govardhan
He became rapturous with love of
Krishna. While dancing, He recited
a verse from the section of the Tenth
Canto of the Bhagavatam known
as the Venu Gita ("The Song of the
Flute"): "Of all the devotees, this
Govardhana Hill is the best! O my
friends, this hill supplies Krishna
and Balarama, along with Their
calves, cows, and cowherd friends,
with all kinds of necessities - water
for drinking, very soft grass, caves,
fruits, flowers, and vegetables. In
this way the hill offers respects to
the Lord. Being touched by the lo-
tus feet of Krishna and Balarama,
Govardhana Hill appears very jubi-
lant." (10.21.18)

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu dis-
played deep transcendental emo-
tions, and His profuse tears fell on
Govardhan as if in an abhisheka
(bathing of the Lord).

The Lord then visited
Kamyavan and other forests one af-
ter the other. He bathed in Pavana

Sarovara and climbed the hill called
Nandisvara, the site of the house of
Maharaja Nanda, Krishna's father.
After inquiring from local people,
He found three deities in a cave on
the hill: Nanda, his wife (Yashoda),
and between them the beautiful
child Krishna, His body charmingly
curved in three places. After offer-
ing respects, Lord Chaitanya
touched Lord Krishna with great
love. He chanted and danced the
entire day and then went to
Khadiravan, where Krishna killed
Bakasura, a gigantic crane demon.

The Chaitanya-charitamrita
states that when Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu visited the temple of
Sesha-shayi (Vishnu reclining on
His serpent bed) and His consort
Lakshmi Devi, He recited a verse
from the Srimad-Bhagavatam
(10.31.19), spoken by the gopis
when Krishna left them during the
rasa dance: "O dearly beloved! Your
lotus feet are so soft that we place
them gently on our breasts, fearing
that Your feet will be hurt. Our life
rests only in You. Our minds, there-

fore, are filled with anxiety that Your
tender feet might be wounded by
pebbles as You roam about on the
forest path."

Thereafter, the Lord arrived at
Khela Tirtha and then Bhandiravan.
After crossing the Yamuna River, He
went to Bhadravan. Then he visited
Srivan, Lohavan, Mahavan, and
Gokula, the place of Krishna's early
childhood pastimes. Upon seeing
the spot where Krishna freed two
demigods who had been cursed to
live as trees, Lord Chaitanya felt tre-
mendous ecstatic love. Finally He
returned to Mathura.

In search of solitude, Lord
Chaitanya soon moved to Akrura
Ghat. He then visited Seva Kunj, the
location of the rasa dance in the
present town of Vrindavan. He was
so overwhelmed by love of Krishna
that He fainted. Regaining con-
sciousness, He rolled on the ground
in ecstasy. Thereafter He visited
Keshi Tirtha and then returned to
Akrura Ghat in the evening.

The next morning, Sri

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu returned to
Vrindavan and bathed at Chira
Ghat, where Krishna had teased the
gopis by stealing their clothes while
they bathed in the Yamuna. Lord
Chaitanya rested under a tamarind
tree that had been there since the
time of Lord Krishna's pastimes.
Because the river Yamuna flowed
nearby, a cool breeze was blowing.
Lord Chaitanya beheld the beauty
of Vrindavan and the river. He per-
formed kirtana there, His absorption
in thoughts of Krishna causing His
golden complexion to turn bluish.

Quoting the Brihan-naradiya
Purana, Lord Chaitanya told every-
one of the importance of chanting
the holy name: "In this age of Kali,
the only means of deliverance is the
chanting of the holy names of the
Lord. There is no other way, no other
way, no other way."

Has Krishna Returned to
Vrindavan?

At this time, everywhere Lord
Chaitanya went the talk of the town
was that Krishna had again ap-
peared in Vrindavan. Some people

who had come from Vrindavan to
Akrura Ghat reported that they had
seen Krishna dancing on the hoods
of the serpent Kaliya in the Yamuna,
just has He had done fifty centuries
earlier. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's
traveling companion, Balabhadra
Bhattacharya, wanted to go see the
reported Krishna. But Mahaprabhu
rebuked him, saying that those who
were supposedly seeing Krishna
were mad.

Why would Krishna appear in
Kali-yuga? asked Lord Chaitanya.
The scriptures, He explained, say
that He appears in only three of the
four ages.

In fact, since Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu is Krishna, there was
no need for Balabhadra
Bhattacharya to go elsewhere. The
supposed appearance of Krishna at
Kaliya Ghat was an illusion, and
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's appear-
ance was the reality. The so-called
Krishna turned out to be a fisher-
man standing in his boat.

As the Chaitanya-charitamrita

Peerless Prabhupada, the founder of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, ISKCON

(Madhya 18.118-19) shows, the
people then understood the real
identity of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu:
"By Your bodily features we can see
that You are none other than the son
of Nanda Maharaja, although the
golden luster of Your body has cov-
ered Your original complexion. As
the aroma of deer musk cannot be
concealed by wrapping it in a cloth,
Your characteristics as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead cannot be
concealed by any means."

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu stayed
for many days at Akrura Ghat and
revived the Krishna consciousness
of many people. One day, He re-
called the celebrated pastime that
had occurred there when Akrura was
taking Krishna and Balarama away
from Vrindavan. While in the river
chanting the Gayatri mantra, Akrura
saw Vaikuntha, as well as Lord
Vishnu reclining on Ananta-shesha.
As Chaitanya Mahaprabhu recalled
Akrura's vision, He fell into the
Yamuna and almost drowned.
Balabhadra Bhattacharya jumped
into the river and rescued the Lord.

After this incident, both the
Lord's host and Balabhadra
Bhattacharya thought that it would
be unsafe for the Lord to go alone
to the Yamuna and that it would
be better to take Him away from
Vrindavan. The Lord and
Balabhadra Bhattacharya then re-
turned to Jagannatha Puri.

In Sri Chaitanya-charitamrita
(Madhya 17.228?229),
Krishnadasa Kaviraja Goswami
writes, "When Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu was elsewhere, the
very name of Vrindavan was suf-
ficient to increase His ecstatic
love. Now, when He was actually
traveling in the Vrindavan forest,
His mind was absorbed in great
ecstatic love day and night. He
ate and bathed simply out of
habit." The Vrindavan pastimes
of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu dem-
onstrate His absorption in the
mood of separation from Krishna,
the esoteric reason for His appear-
ance in this world around five
hundred years ago.
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Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana achieves 6 crore mark
 Vice President Shri M. Venkaiah

Naidu here todayhanded over 6
croreth LPG connection under
Pradhan MantriUjjwalaYojana
(PMUY) to Smt Jasmina Khatoon from
Shivpark, Khanpur, Delhi. Minister of
Petroleum and Natural Gas & Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan was present
on the occasion. Many other benefi-
ciaries were also provided with the
connection under the scheme.

Hon’ble Vice President acknowl-
edging the vision of Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi and guidance of
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, appreciated
the collective efforts of the officials
of Ministry and the Oil Marketing
Companies in achieving the target of
6 crore. Describing it as amomentous
occasion, he said that PMUY endeav-
ors to fulfill the dream of the Father of
the Nation Mahatma Gandhi to
benefit the poor persons, the persons
in the last row of the society. Shri
Naidu said that Indian economy is
striving fast to become 3rd largest
economy of the world, and the
schemes like PMUY deal with the
social aspect of the growth story, by
its inclusiveness. He said that the
Prime Minister has called for ‘Reform,
Perform and Transform’ and this
initiative of the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas is a giant step in
transforming the lives of the people. It
not only tackles the health and
environmental problems due to
household smoke, but also empowers

the women and restores control to
them over their destiny. The Vice
President described it as revolution in
peaceful manner. He congratulated all
the stakeholders in achieving the
target, well before the schedule.

Minister of Petroleum and Natural
Gas & Skill Development and Entre-
preneurship Shri Dharmendra Pradhan
said that in the fifty years since the

launch of LPG, only 13 crore connec-
tions were provided while in the last
54 months, almost similar number of
connections have been provided by
this government. He said that cover-
age of LPG connections has jumped
from 55% in 204 to 90% now. Shri
Pradhan said that almost 80% benefi-

ciaries under the PMUY have been
refilling the cylinders. He said that
the PMUY has been hailed by the
international organizations and
developed countries while it has set
an example for the developing
countries of the world.

In order to provide clean cooking
fuel to BPL households in the coun-
try, the Government has launched
“Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala

Yojana”(PMUY) scheme to provide 5
Crore deposit-free LPG connections to
women belonging to the Below
Poverty Line (BPL) families, which
were subsequently increased to 8
Crore with a budgetary allocation of
Rs. 12800 crore.

Universal PMUY now covers
release of LPG connections under
Pradhan MantriUjjwalaYojana
(PMUY) to all poor on account of
their names not been covered in
earlier identified categories like
identified through Socio Economic
Caste Census (SECC) list and in case
the names are not appearing in the
SECC list, beneficiaries are identified
from categories i.e. SC/STs house-
holds, beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (PMAY (Gramin),
Antodaya Anna Yojana (AAY), Forest
dwellers, Most backward Classes
(MBC), Tea & Ex-Tea Garden Tribes
and people residing in Islands/ river
islands.The initial target of 5 crore
connections was achieved well before
the target i.e.31st March, 2019.

Implementation of PMUY has
resulted in significant increase in
national LPG coverage, in general and
Eastern States, in particular. The scheme
has resulted in mass coverage of rural
poor households and 48% of the
beneficiaries are SC/STs.

While 74% beneficiaries under the
scheme, who could not afford to make
upfront payment for purchase of gas
stove and first refill, were provided loan
facility by the OMCs. It is significant to
mention that under the PMUY the
average per capita consumption is 3.28.

This should be seen as a positive
change in the lives of these households
which were long dependent on the
traditional cooking fuels and methods.

LPG Panchayats are being observed
to promote learning through peer group
interaction - Kuch Seekhein, Kuch
Sikhayein, where apart from experience
sharing, it also aims at safe and sus-
tained usage of LPG. OMCs as on date
have conducted 59,960 nos. of LPG
Panchayats and safety clinics for
education and awareness programs
among PMUY beneficiaries.

As on 01.12.2018, there are 22639
LPG distributorships at industry level.
With a view to strengthen the LPG
distribution infrastructure, Oil Market-
ing Companies (OMCs) have plans to
add 835 distributors by March, 2019
across the country.

To make LPG affordable to poor
families, OMCs have introduced 5 Kg
refill option to Ujjwala beneficiaries
where in Ujjwala beneficiary can swap
14.2 Kg cylinder with 5 Kg refill and
vice versa. 1,33,869nos. of beneficiaries
have taken advantage of this scheme as
on 31.12.2018.

The OMCs have also given loan
recovery deferment upto six refills or
one year w.e.f.01.04.18 for the PMUY
beneficiaries who have availed loan
facility for hotplate or first refill or
both.

PMUY implementation has been
appreciated by the World Health
Organization (WHO) and termed it as
a decisive intervention to check the
indoor health pollution being faced
by the women of the country.
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Celebrated filmmaker

Mrinal Sen no more

For Radhika Apte 2018 has
been an overwhelming journey

Veteran actor-writer Kader
Khan passes away at 81

Earlier rumours were
doing the rounds that vet-
eran actor-writer Kader
Khan is n o more. But his
son rubbished the rumours
and said that his father is
receiving treatment in a
Canada hospital. However,
now his family confirms
that Kader Khan, known for
his roles in films like
‘Himmatwala’, ‘Aaj Ka
Daur’, ‘Judaai’, passed
away on Monday at the age
of 81 due to prolonged ill-
ness, his son Sarfaraz con-
firmed.

Khan was admitted to a
hospital in Canada and his
son confirmed that his last
rites will be conducted in
the country.

“My dad has left us. He
passed away on December
31 at 6 pm as per Canadian
time due to prolonged ill-
ness. He slipped into coma
in the afternoon. He was in
the hospital for.. 16-17
weeks

“The last rites will be
performed here in Canada
only. We have our entire
family here and we live
here so we are doing it,”

Khan’s son Sarfaraz told the
media.

“We are thankful to ev-
eryone for their blessings
and prayers,” he added.

According to reports,
the 81-year-old was suffer-
ing from breathing issues
and had been put on BiPAP
ventilator in a hospital in
Canada. He was reportedly
suffering from Progressive

Supranuclear Palsy, a de-
generative disease that
causes loss of balance, dif-
ficulty in walking and de-
mentia.

Born on 22 October,
1937, the actor made his
debut in 1973 with Rajesh
Khanna’s ‘Daag’, and went
on to act in over 300 films.
He also wrote dialogues for
over 250 movies. As a

screenwriter, Khan fre-
quently collaborated with
late Prakash Mehra and
Manmohan Desai. He has
done many films with
Amitabh Bachchan.

He was a  screenplay
writer with Prakash Mehra
for Muqaddar Ka Sikandar,
Laawaris, Khoon Pasina,
Namak Halaal and
Sharaabi. With Desai in
films like Coolie, Suhaag,
Parvarish and Amar Akbar
Anthony and films with re-
spectively and a bulk of
them starred Bachchan as
the leading man.

Khan went from play-
ing the role of a villain in
films like ‘Farz Aur ..
Kanoon’, ‘Jeeo Aur Jeene
Do’, ‘Naya Kadam’ and
‘Qaidi’ to winning hearts
with his comic timing in
‘Hum’.

Kangana Ranaut to
helm another film?

Mrinal Sen, is one of the forerunners of parallel
cinema in India, and a celebrated Bengali filmmaker.
He breathed his last on Sunday morning. He was 95.
Tributes for the Dadasaheb Phalke winner poured in
from members of the film fraternity as well as politi-
cians, who reminisced about his body of legendary
work.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi tweeted his con-
dolences, thanking Sen for his memorable films.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee ex-
pressed her condolences and tweeted, “Saddened at
the passing away of Mrinal Sen. A great loss to the
film industry. My condolences to his family.”

Amitabh Bachchan remembered doing his first
ever voiceover for Sen’s pathbreaking film, ‘Bhuvan
Shome’ one of the films that heralded a new wave in
Indian cinema. The last of the triumvirate of legend-
ary directors Satyajit Ray and Ritwik Ghatak, Sen’s
demise marks the end of an era in Bengali cinema.
Bengali superstar Prosenjit Chatterjee termed it a huge
loss for Indian cinema. Interestingly, Radhika

Apte’s two films, Padman
and AndhaDhun, topped
the IMDb’s list of best films
of 2018. The actor is ec-
static. “I’m grateful for the
way the year turned out for
me. While it’s great to fea-
ture on the list of good mov-
ies, I am happy that two of
my films have topped the
list. Padman and
AndhaDhun are diverse
from each other. It has been
an overwhelming journey,”
says the actor who was also
seen on the web in Sacred
Games, Lust Stories and
Ghoul.

Regardless of not being
the central character in
Badlapur, Radhika Apte
awed the audience with her
screen presence leaving a
mark on the audience and
earned a lot of appreciation
for the same. In fact, the ac-
tor has carved a place for
herself in not just the Indian
film industry but also the
digital streaming space.

Apart from short films
and web series, the actor
has also emerged as a popu-
lar choice for digital adver-
tising campaigns, and cur-
rently is the face of a few

popular brands. Over the
years, Radhika has been
known to portray charac-
ters that have reverberated
with her audience. The ac-
tress’ last outings
AndhaDhun, Baazaar,
Ghoul, Sacred Games, Lust
Stories and Padman gar-

nered a lot of critical ac-
claim and love from her
viewers.

Besides marking her
presence in Bollywood and
digital platforms, Radhika
is now all set to make a foray
into Hollywood with spy
drama “World War II”.

After directing
Manikarnika: The Queen
Of Jhansi, apparently
Kangana Ranaut appears to
be nibbled by the director’s
bug. Though she is enjoy-
ing her work as an actor,
Kangy is looking at wield-
ing the megaphone again.
It is learnt  that K V Vijendra
Prasad will pen her next.

She in fact had talks
with the Baahubali writer.
It will be a love story but

not about human beings.
So, will it be about extra-
terrestrials and robots?
Prasad had scripted Eega
(2012), which had a house-
fly as the lead character.
Perhaps it can be titled Ek
Alag Si Love Story.
Kangana Ranaut stepped
in Manikarnika film’s
original director Krish’s
shoes following his depart
from the project due to
what has been blamed on

scheduling conflicts and
creative differences.

When quizzed whether
she wants to trail direction
in the future as well, she had
said in an earlier interview
that: she was telling her sis-
ter yesterday, she doesn’t
know what it is about her
that she really love work-
ing as a technician as no
actor wants to be out in the
sun as opposed to being in
the air conditioned van. No
actor wants to be sweaty
where 80 people are asking
you like 100 questions. No
actor wants to do recce of
locations when you can
simply be in your luxury
suite.” I don’t know what it
is about me that I am so
comfortable in this job that
there is nothing more that I
love than directing, even
though I don’t get to wear
make-up and I don’t get
any special treatment” she
concluded.
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Oscar-winning actor Kevin Spacey
charged with sexual assault

News has it that Oscar-
winning actor Kevin
Spacey has been charged in
connection with an allega-
tion that he sexually
abused an 18-year-old boy
at a Nantucket, Massachu-
setts, bar more than two
years ago..

Spacey is scheduled to
be accused at Nantucket
District Court on Jan. 7 on
a single charge of indecent
assault and battery on a per-
son who is at least 14 years
old, according to court
documents and a statement
issued by Cape and Islands
District Attorney Michael
O’Keefe.

An attorney for Spacey
did not immediately reply
to a request for comment.
The actor, however, re-
leased a video on YouTube
on Monday in which he
adopts the persona of his
character Frank
Underwood in the popular
Netflix TV series House of
Cards and says, “I know
what you want, you want

me back ... You wouldn’t
rush to judgments without
facts, would you?” The 3-
minute video makes no
specific reference to the
Massachusetts allegation.

The charge against
Spacey, 59, whose full name
is Kevin Spacey Fowler,
was filed after a Dec. 20
hearing, O’Keefe said. The
name on the complaint was
Kevin S. Fowler.

The charge against
Spacey follows an allega-
tion in November 2017 by
Boston television journal-
ist Heather Unruh that her
18-year-old son was sexu-
ally assaulted by the actor
at the Club Car restaurant
and bar in Nantucket on
July 7, 2016.

At a news conference in
which she made the allega-
tions, Unruh said her “star
struck” son falsely told the
actor he was old enough to
drink when he met him at
the bar. The legal age to
drink alcoholic beverages
in Massachusetts is 21.

“Kevin Spacey bought
him drink after drink after
drink, and when my son was
drunk, Spacey made his
move and sexually as-
saulted him,” Unruh said at
the 2017 news conference.

The actor allegedly
stuck his hands into her
son’s pants and grabbed his
genitals, she said, adding it
was “completely unex-
pected” and her son tried
unsuccessfully to shift his
body away from Spacey.

“He did not report the
crime at the time, and that
was largely because of em-
barrassment and fear,” she
said.

Unruh said her son filed
a report with police in Nan-
tucket, a resort island off
the southern coast of Mas-
sachusetts, shortly before
her news conference.

More than 30 men have
said they were victims of
unwanted sexual advances
by Spacey, who became
embroiled in controversy
last year when actor An-

thony Rapp accused him of
trying to seduce him in
1986 when Rapp was 14.
In October 2017, Spacey
apologized for any inappro-
priate conduct with Rapp
but has not commented
since.

The fallout resulted in
Spacey, who won a best ac-
tor Oscar in 2000 for Ameri-
can Beauty, being dropped
from the final season of
House of Cards and erased
from the 2017 movie All the
Money in the World.

Spacey is one of dozens
of men in the entertainment
industry and politics who
have been accused of
sexual misconduct, partly
as a result of the #MeToo
social media movement
that began over a year ago.

Juhu’s Iconic Chandan Cinema to down its shutters
To give space to Multiplex, high-rise building

Ranveer, Sara Ali Khan
starrer Simmba edging

to Rs.100 cr mark Even as six months
following reports of
Regal cinema staring at
a shutdown,it is now
learnt that the Juhu’s
45-year-old Chandan
cinema will soon down
its shutters. Confirming
the development, owner
Sameer Joshi said, “Yes,
we are shutting down,
but we haven’t decided
when exactly. Chandan
loyalists needn’t be
worried because we will
be coming up with
multiple screens.”

“We aren’t
partnering with any
cinema chains. it was
purely a business
decision between the
Wadhwa Group and us.”
He blamed the kind of
films for falling footfall.
“There are very few
movies today that carter
to the masses. For a
single screen cinema
like us, which is a 650-
seater, we struggle to fill
even 100 seats.” He

added that the slide has
also increased since web
streaming platforms came
in. People are looking at
alternative modes of
entertainment. Netflix
and Amazon has kind of
ruined the business.

He also points out
that the government
hasn’t provided any help
to keep the single screens
afloat. “Today, we have a
4K projection, better
seats and the latest sound
system, but the govern-

ment is worried about
where they will collect
GST and talk about fiscal
deficit in revenues. They
have requested single
screen owners not to shut
down but don’t under-
stand that everybody has
to change with time. Our
association [single screen
owners association] has
made many presentations
on how some aid will
help us stay afloat but it
has fallen on deaf ears.”

According to Trade

analyst Amod Mehra, he
remembers watching
many films at Chandan
that had opened in 1973.
He believes that it is
difficult to imagine so
many single screens
being shut down. ”I can
understand that it is
completely a business
decision, but I feel the
government needs to step
in and save this dying
breed and preserve the
city’s art heritage. It is
really sad to hear that
many single screens are
being forced to shut
down.”

Shadab Shaikh, an
autorickshaw driver, who
had just watched Ranveer
Singh’s Simmba there,
said, “This was the only
theatre with affordable
pricing [currently the
ticket rates are in the
range of Rs 150-180]. The
crowd at Chandan likes to
whistle, clap and even
abuse which is the real
fun.

Edging near to the Rs.
100 crore mark, Ranveer
Singh and Sara Ali Khan’s
Rohit Shetty helmed
Simmba earned Rs. 75.11
crore during its first week-
end. Even as  the action-
thriller raked Rs 20.72 crore
on the first day of its re-
lease, it gained steam on
the second day and minted
Rs. 23.33 crore. On its third
day, the flick earned Rs.
31.06 crore and crossed the
Rs. 50 crore mark..

Simmba is Sara Ali
Khan’s second Bollywood

movie after she made her
debut with Abhishek
Kapoor’s ‘Kedarnath’ ear-
lier this month. Apart from
Ranveer and Sara, the
movie also casts Sonu
Sood, who portrays the role
of the antagonist in the ac-
tion flick and Ajay Devgn
who has a cameo in
Simmba. The flick is a re-
make of 2015 Telugu
blockbuster Temper.

Produced by Karan
Johar, the movie is a solid,
well-packaged entertainer
with a powerful message.
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‘Bumblebee’
filmmakers plan

sequels

Even as Bumblebee has earned rave reviews from
around the world courtesy its humane story at the core
of the Transformers spin-off  and producer Lorenzo di
Bonaventura has teased the possibility of a follow-up.

Helmed by Travis Knight, set in the 1980s, Bumble-
bee is a prequel to the Transformers series  a tribute to
its parent films, the Hailee Steinfeld-John Cena-starrer
has every bit of its signature hi-end VFX, thrilling car
chases and action sequences but focuses on the bond
of friendship between a teenager, Charlie Wilson and
alien robot B-127 or Bumblebee as he came to be known
as

Asked whether there are more sequels planned,
Bonaventura said it depends on how the global audi-
ence receives the film.

“When we make any movie, it’s about the audience
coming up and showing ‘coz we are never going to get

to the other movie if the audience doesn’t come. So we
tend to feel that it is a bit of a bad luck to think too much
about the next one

But I think look at these two fantastic actors, there’s
definitely a future with them in Bumblebee  and hope-
fully Travis is gonna come along for the ride. He says he
is so I’m gonna hold him to it. And there’s a lot to ex-
plore with Bumblebee the producer told the media.

The film, which premiered in Berlin on December 3
and released in the US last Friday, has received positive
reviews from the critics, some even calling it the best
Transformers movie till date.

Releasing on January 4, 2019, Bumblebee  - A Para-
mount Pictures movie, will be exclusively distributed
in India by Viacom18 Motion Pictures. Bumblebee also
stars Jorge Lendeborg Jr, John Ortiz, Jason Drucker and
Pamela Adlon in key roles.

When Amitabh

Bachchan advised

Aamir not to smoke

Even as working with
the Bollywood’s legendary
actor Amitabh Bachchan
in ‘Thugs of Hindoostan’,
Mr. Perfectionist Aamir
Khan  was told by him
“Don’t smoke it’s not
good,” on the very first day.

Aamir was stunned to
hear this as he had not
smoked in front of him
when the senior Bachchan
elucidated that he was
aware that Aamir inquired
from Avinash Gowariker if
Aamir  should seek permis-
sion to smoke in his pres-
ence. Talking about the in-
cident to the media, , Aamir
said, he was discussing
with Avinash Gowariker

before going onto the sets
to shoot with Amitabh
Bachchan if he could seek
his permission to smoke in
his presence. Aamir re-
spects the senior Bachchan
him hugely so he was pon-
dering whether he could
smoke in front of him.”

Adding, Aamir af-
firmed, that he was indeed
astonished that Amitji had
come to know  this secret
even before he could put
forth his  request to him.

Aamir added that the
senior Bachchan had coun-
seled him not to smoke so
very humbly. He was really
touched by his kind ges-
ture.

Iulia gifts Salman romanian cruci-

fix and gold chain on 53rd birthday

With two big fat Indian
weddings interspersing the
festive season with love,
the singles of the tinsel
town are obviously feeling
the twinge of solitude. Ap-
parently, Salman Khan’s
rumoured girlfriend Iulia
Vantur is ready to hop on
the wedding brigade, and
has been dropping obvious
cues to industry folk about
their relationship.

A source reveals  that
lulia sent Christmas gifts,
[plum cakes, flowers and
other goodies] to several
friends, including Manish
Malhotra, Seema Khan and
Prem Soni, among others,

and signed the card to read,
‘From Iulia and Salman.’

At the actor’s 53rd birth-
day bash in his Panvel Farm
House, Vantur even pam-
pered Khan with a Roma-
nian style orthodox cruci-
fix pendant and a gold
chain — a gift that the
Dabangg actor sported for
the rest of the evening.

“The finely textured
gold of the pendant is a dis-
tinctive element of this
Romanian style orthodox
crucifix. The cross and
three-dimensional body of
Christ [embedded in it] are
made from brushed and pol-
ished gold,” says the source,

adding that Khan too had
gifted the Romanian model
a gold-plated Being Human
bracelet last year.

Meanwhile, spirits were
high at Khan’s do, with the
actor extending his Christ-
mas jig at this bash as well.
“He danced to his hit songs
with Sushmita Sen, and a
few children present at the
do. The party ended at 6 am.
Salman cut his birthday
cake with nephew Ahil
Sharma. Iulia was standing
beside him throughout the
evening, singing wishes to
him on his special day.
While, in the past, she has
chosen to stay behind him
at public outings, Iulia and
Salman were inseparable at
this party

She was the hostess for
the evening,” says a guest
at the party. Khan’s contem-
poraries, including Anil
Kapoor, Sonu Sood, Kriti
Sanon, Katrina Kaif, Sajid
Nadiadwala and Mahesh
Manjrekar, among others,
were also present.

2018 belonged to Nora Fatehi
She emerged from a performer to a singer

to now an actress

No doubt Nora Fatehi
has always influenced the
dance floor with her sexy
moves and super hot ap-
peal. Any song given to her,
Nora is sure to turn it into a
blockbuster! Especially,
this year had been icing for

the singer given her im-
mense success post-Dilbar.
Even as the original Dilbar
made quite a noise with
Sushmita Sen as the lead-
ing lady, this one blustered
the nation to another level
and Nora was immediately
compared to Sushmita, now
that's a milestone alto-
gether for the hot lady. Not
just this, her song in Stree
also made the right noise
topping in the list of all the
chart busters! While Dilbar
was an icing, 'Kamariya'
was the cherry on it.

While the success of
Dilbar was still infusing,
Nora went universal with
the song as she released an
Arabic version of the same
where she collaborated
with international brand
Fnaire and went on to sing
and produce the song. The
Arabic Dilbar was well re-
ceived by the audience too

and till has garnered her all
the love and appreciation
overseas. Truly, Music has
no language!

Well, now that the per-
former has entertained us
with her dancing and sing-
ing, she is all set to spread
her magic as an actor too.
The actress has been roped
in Batla House opposite
John Abraham and has al-
ready finished shooting for
the 1st schedule in
Mussoorie. This is her third
collaboration with John
and the actress is quite ex-
cited to work with the
former for the third time.
Nora also has 'Bharat' in her
kitty which stars Salman
Khan and Katrina Kaif. The
actress has a pivotal role in
the film and will be shoot-
ing for the same very soon.

This indeed has been an
eventful year for our
favourite performer!
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Kirron extends support to
her husband Anupam Kher

The film ‘The Accidental Prime
Minister’ is embroiled in controversy
Bollywood actress and

wife of veteran actor
Anupam Kher, Kirron
Kher extended support to
her husband Anupam
who’s upcoming movie
The Accidental Prime
Minister, has stimulated
controversy. Speaking to
the media, she said, “It’s a
path-breaking film.
People who speak of
freedom of speech like
Rahul Gandhi must now
practice it too. Anupam
told me people that
people will fall in love
with Manmohan Singh ji

after watching the movie”.
Congratulating the

makers of the film, Kirron
also affirmed that the
movie should be India’s
official entry to the
Oscars. “There are many
films that are made on
prime ministers and
politicians. For this
movie, only congress
party leaders stated
objections and nobody
else. We are in mature
democracy and everyone
should be allowed to
show the truth. This is
high time that movies

should be made on
reality”, she added.

Lauding her husband’s
work, the 63-year-old said
that Anupam has perfectly
played the role of
Manmohan Singh and has
done an amazing job.
Earlier, responding to the
assertions made by the
Maharashtra Youth
Congress that objected to
the recently released
trailer of the political
drama and refusing the
demand of special
screening of the film,
Anupam had said, “Why

should we? Then what is
the use of the Censor
Board? The only person,
if he asks me, that I would
like to have a screening -
not to sort of ask if it is
right or not - is Dr.

Manmohan Singh.”
The Accidental Prime

Minister revolves around
former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s tenure
as prime minister and is
based on the book of the

same name written by
Singh’s advisor Sanjaya
Baru. Helmed by debutant
Vijay Gutte and written by
Hansal Mehta, the flick is
slated to release on
January 11, 2019.

Deepika clocks in
30 million followers

on Instagram

After actress Priyanka Chopra, now the newlywed
actress Deepika Padukone has gathered over 30 mil-
lion followers on Instagram. Celebrating the same and
expressing gratitude to her fans for making her reach
the mark, Deepika uploaded a video in which she can
be seen having fun while doing a moonwalk dance.

"Moonwalking into 30 million...Thank You for the
love," she captioned the video

Apparently, 2018 is ending on a good note for
Deepika as in November she got married to her long
time boyfriend and actor Ranveer Singh in Italy.
Deepika made her Bollywood debut with superstar
Shah Rukh Khan starrer Om Shanti Om. After that, she
featured in films like Cocktail, Yeh Jawaani Hai
Deewani, Piku, Goliyon Ki Raasleela Ram-Leela,
Happy New Year, Bajirao Mastani and Padmaavat.

She also appeared in Hollywood film xXx: Return
of Xander Cage starring alongside Vin Diesel.

After Janhvi now Khushi Kapoor
to make her Bollywood debut

After Janhvi Kapoor
made her debut with Karan
Johar's "Dhadak" and be-
came a star, now it is the turn
of Sister Khushi Kapoor,
the younger daughter of
Boney Kapoor and the late
Sridevi, who is all set to
make her Bollywood debut
in the year 2019. Karan
Johar, who was termed as the
"flag-bearer of nepotism"
on his chat show, Koffee
With Karan by Kangana
Ranaut, had also launched
their elder daughter Janhvi
Kapoor in 2018.

The film made good
business at the box-office,

and both, Janhvi Kapoor
and Ishaan's(Shahid
Kapur's brother) perfor-
mance e were lauded by the
critics and the audience.
Karan Johar confirmed this
news on his best friend's

audio-show, No Filter Neha.
When asked about the star
kids being launched in
2019, the filmmaker re-
vealed Javed Jaffrey's son
Mizaan and Boney
Kapoor's daughter Khushi

Kapoor's names
However, there are re-

ports of Mizaan being
launched by the magnani-
mous filmmaker, Sanjay
Leela Bhansali. Report-
edly, Mizaan has already
been signed by the Bajirao
Mastani maker. On the other
hand, details about
Khushi's debut are un-
known. Though Karan con-
firmed her debut into the
glamour world, he did not
reveal deets about the
project.

After Janhvi, it's time to
watch out for Khushi
Kapoor.

Vidya Balan and Sonali Bendre
ring in their birthday on Jan 1

January 1, is obviously the birthday
of Vidya Balan and Sonali Bendre Bahl,
who always begin the New Year with a
bang. Vids turns 40. As it is a landmark
year, we can safely assume she will be
party-hearty. Last year, she had a theme
party at her Juhu home and guests were
asked to wear funky headgear.

On the work front, Vidya Balan will
be seen portraying the role of NTR’s wife
Basavatarakam. Apart from Vidya and
Balakrishna, the film also stars Rana
Daggubati who will be playing NTR’s
son-in-law and the current CM of Andhra
Pradesh, Nara Chandrababu Naidu. The
film also stars Jishu Sengupta, Prakash Jha
and Kaikala Satyanarayan in pivotal roles.

Sonali Bendre, who has been battling
cancer for a while now, returned to Mumbai
in December first week. Sonali will be 44.
Filmmaker husband Goldie and son
Ranveer will make it special for her. The
actress will be spending her birthday
with her family and friends. It was on
July 04 this year that Sonali took to so-
cial media to open up about her disease.
Since then, from time to time, the actor
has been sharing about her struggles
and her brave way of battling the illness
on social media. She is one of the few
celebrities who were diagnosed with the
dreaded disease, alongside Lisa Ray, Irrfan
Khan, Manisha Koirala, Yuvraj Singh, and
Mumtaz.
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INDIA TAKE TWO-ONE LEAD IN TEST SERIES
Team India continues to be on top in Test ranking

By LEELADHAR KUNDER

Team India scored a superb
win in the Melbourne Test
against the host Australia and in
the process maintained its
position as the number one
team in ICC Test ranking.

The Indian captain Virat
Kohli has also ensured that he
does not lose the match once
he wins the toss as he did it
for the 18th time by opting for
batting after calling it right.

The skipper however owes
a great deal to the debutant
Mayank Agarwal and
Cheteshwar Pujara who
shouldered the team’s
responsibility after the early
fall of other opener Hanuma
Vihari.

Mayank turned out a
superlative performance with
his bat as he negotiated both
the pace and spinners at the
Melbourne ground to give a
solid start to the team India.

Mayank who got a lucky
break to represent the
country as the first pair of
Murli Vijay and K L Rahul
was found wanting in the
first two tests and the injury
sustained by the in- form

batsman Prithvi Shaw forced
the selectors to give him a
chance to open the Indian
innings.

Agarwal grabbed the
chance with both hands and
went on to play a scintillat-
ing knock to the delight of
his fans and his colleagues as
the Indians piled up a
massive total of 443 runs to
the chagrin of Aussies.

Pujara who had already
hit an hundred in the first
test, played with lot of

patience and grit as he went
on to get his second hundred
to consolidate the Indian
innings first in the company
of Mayank Agarwal and later
in association with Rohit
Sharma who was brought in
as a middle order batsman to

lend solidity to the team.
Both Ajinkya Rahane and

Rishab Pant also rose to the

occasion with their signifi-
cant contribution to the
team’s total and the Austra-
lians were put under pressure
right from the word go.

The Indian bowlers took
off from where their batsmen
left and the three seam
bowlers – Jasprit Bhumrah,
Ishant Sharma and
Mohammad Shami bowled
their heart out to finish off
their opponents’ inning quite
cheaply.

The slow bowling depart-
ment represented by
Ravindra Jadeja and
Hanumas Vihari did not lag
behind and turned out to be
ideal foil to their pace team
and the Aussies were found
wanting as they were all out
for 150 odd runs to face a
follow on.

However the captain
Kohli did not enforce follow
on and preferred to bat for
the second time as he wanted
to avoid batting last on the
wicket showing signs of
deterioration. The team India
however did not flourish in
the second inning as they
lost eight of their wickets for
around 100 runs.  Here also
the opener Mayank got 40
odd runs to give respectabil-
ity to the Indian total and the
Australians were asked to
chase a target of 400 runs.

The host nation however
tried to redeem itself and the
match went into the fifth day
with it losing eight wickets
at the stumps on fourth day.
The threat of rains also raised
the hopes of home team to
avert defeat and finally the
match began on fifth day
after lunch.

The Indian pace bowlers
comprising Bhumrah and
Sharma ran through the
remaining batsmen and the
team India rejoiced to
register its third win at the
Melbourne ground and the
Boxing Day Test concluded
on victory note for the team
India.

The Indian pacers espe-
cially Bhumrah bowled
exceptionally well and he was
rightly adjudged the player of
the match for his fantastic haul
of nine wickets in the third
Test.

Bhumrah is now hailed as
the best pace bowler in the
World and no less a person
than Captain Virat Kohli has
gone on record to say this.  All
in all it is a remarkable Test
series for team India following
its dismal performance in
England and it is poised for
winning the last Test at
Sydney to make it three-one.

Kudos to team India –well
done India.
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SABARIMALA SNOWBALLS
from page 1

The development did not go
down well with the temple au-
thorities, with the head priest or-
dering devotees out of the pre-
mises and closing doors to the
sanctum sanctorum. He per-
formed a "purification" ritual for
an hour before the doors were
opened again.

The women were whisked
away from the temple by police
soon after 'darshan'. They were
brought to Pathanamthitta from
where they left for an undisclosed
destination, officials said.

Police contingents have been
posted at the residences of Bindu,
a college lecturer and CPI(ML)
activist from Kozhikode district's
Koyilandy, and Kanakadurga, a
civil supplies department em-
ployee from Angadipuram in
Malappuram.

Scores of women had made
valiant attempts to visit the
shrine since the Supreme Court
verdict but were forced to retreat,

menaced by hardline Ayyappa
devotees.

Bindu later said the duo faced
no protests from Ayyappa devo-
tees, either during the climb or
while offering prayers.

"Unlike in the past, there were
no 'namajapa' (frenzied devotees
chanting Ayyappa mantras) pro-
tests when we climbed the hills
this morning. Only devotees were
there and they did not stop us or
stage any protests. Police offered
us protection from Pamba, the
foothhills," she told a tv channel.

She said they wore the attire
meant for women for Ayyappa
'darshan'.

Nobody knows exactly when
girls and women of reproductive
age were forbidden from offering
prayers at Sabarimala, but accord-
ing to a 19th-century British sur-
vey report the ban was in place
even 200 years ago.

The informal restriction had
got legal ratification and accep-
tance following a Kerala High

Court judgement in 1991.
The Hindu right-wing

organisations were up in arms
against the government over the
entry of the two women into the
temple, with their activists dis-
rupting vehicular movement on
Kasargod-Mangaluru highway,
while BJP workers took out a
march outside the state secretariat
in Thiruvananthapuram which
turned violent.

Black flags were shown to
Devaswom Minister
Kadakampally Surendran at
Guruvayur and Health minister K
K Shylaja at Kannur by the BJP
and its youth wing activists.

Police broke up the protests
at the secretariat and arrested
some women.

Protesters allegedly attacked
police and media personnel in
Thiruvananthapuram and
Kollam.

Holding Ayyappa portraits
and chanting hymns to the Lord,
protesters marched through the

streets at several places includ-
ing Kochi, Pathanamthitta,
Thiruvananthapuram and
Kollam.

Reacting to the entry of the
two women into the temple, se-
nior Congress leader Ramesh
Chennithala said it showed the
"headstrong attitude" of the chief
minister. P S Sreedharan Pillai
said the CPI-M-led government
had "betrayed" the sentiments of
Ayyappa devotees.

Women's rights activist Trupti
Desai, the leader of Bhumata Bri-
gade who led the campaign for
women to be allowed to offer
prayers in Maharashtra's Shani
Shingnapur temple, Haji Ali
Dargah, Mahalakshmi temple and
Trimbakeshwar Shiva temple,
hailed the courage of the two
women.

"This is a big victory for our
agitation. Victory of
equality...This is a good begin-
ning for women in the new year,"
Desai told media.

Rahul attacks PM on Rafale
Jaitley accuses him of lying

New Delhi :  High drama was
witnessed in the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday with Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi launching a tirade
on Prime Minister Narendra Modi
over the Rafale deal and alleging
he did not have the "guts" to face
Parliament and "was hiding in his
room".

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
hit back to accuse Gandhi of hav-
ing a "legacy of lying" and "re-
peating falsehood" and alleged
that "conspirators" of past defence
scams are now raising fingers at
others.

Gandhi cited a purported au-
dio tape of a Goa minister on the
Rafale deal which he refused to
authenticate, but sought a JPC
probe into the issue.

The Congress leader was dis-
allowed from playing the pur-
ported audio tape by Speaker
Sumitra Mahajan, after Jaitley
objected to the same unless
Gandhi authenticated it and
faced expulsion in case it is
found to be false and fabricated.

"Why did you give this con-
tract to your dear friend Mr AA
and cost the exchequer Rs 30,000

crore....
"It is very clear that the prime

minister does not have the guts
to come to Parliament and con-
front questions. The defence min-
ister hides behind AIADMK
members, the prime minister
hides in his room," Gandhi al-
leged in the Lok Sabha.

Jaitley hit back alleging that
"conspirators" of past defence
scams are now raising fingers at
the Narendra Modi government
and quoted the Supreme Court
judgement to say that all charges
have been negated.

"There are some people who
have a natural dislike for truth.

Every word spoken for the last six
months on this subject, includ-
ing in this House (by them) are
false....He has a legacy of speak-
ing falsehood," Jaitley said.

He said Gandhi has a "natural
dislike for truth" and had earlier
"manufactured" his conversation
with the former French President,
which was denied by the French
government.

"We are all utterly disap-
pointed because every word he
has said has been denied by the
Supreme Court. When the Su-
preme Court speaks on an issue,
it is the last word," the finance
minister said.

Earlier Gandhi said: "We de-
mand a JPC in this matter. I tell
the BJP leaders that there is noth-
ing to worry. The truth will come
out. The country will know that
Narendra Modi, on whom they
relied, will know that he bypassed
the entire procedure and gave Rs
30,000 crore to AA.

"The PM should come to the
House and give answers...the en-
tire country is pointing out at you
Mr Modi," Gandhi said.

Apparently targeting the
Gandhi family, Jaitley said some
people and their families under-
stand the arithmatic of money
but cannot comprehend issues of

national security.
The finance minister also

raised the AgustaWestland and
the National Herald cases, and
made a veiled reference to
Ottavio Quattrocchi to attack the
Congress leadership.

Jaitley also quoted a James
Bond saying that when a mistake
is repeated thrice "it is a con-
spiracy" and accused Gandhi of
doing so.

"The conspirators of various
defence deals have the audacity
to raise questions against others,"
he said.

As Congress members pro-
tested in the house and also flew
paper planes, on which a warn-
ing was issued by the Speaker,
Jaitley said "when they say false-
hood, they must listen to the truth
also".

Gandhi earlier rejected Prime
Minister Modi's claim in an in-
terview that there was no personal
allegation against him on Rafale,
saying this is not true as the en-
tire nation is asking him a direct
question.

"He (Modi) spoke for 90 min-
utes in a staged interview but still
did not answer questions on the
Rafale issue," Gandhi said.

Gandhi posed several ques-
tions to Modi on Rafale and
asked if it was not true that de-
fence ministry officials objected
to the new price of Rs 1600 crore
against Rs 526 crore earlier.

He also accused Modi of
favouring his "dear friend" and
what he called "failed business-
man" Anil Ambani.

When Gandhi said he did not
wish to play the audio tape, al-
leging that the BJP members were
"scared", Jaitley hit back saying,
"He knows it is wrong and hence
is scared to authenticate it...this
man lies repeatedly".
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 SALUTATION
TO THE GREATS

A salutation to the greats who have
left behind a wealthy bequest for

others to follow
By K V Raman

SRIDEVI:
She made millions laugh with

her impeccable comic timing, and
millions cry too with her untimely
death.

KARUNANIDHI
Known as Kalaignar of his fol-

lowers, he was a champion of fed-
eralism became a major issue in
Indian politics.

ATAL BEHARI VAJPAYEE
A gentleman-politician, a poet-

politician and a colossus, the
former prime minister was re-
spected by one and all.

SOMNATH CHATTERJEE
Known for his neutral stance,

he will be remembered for stand-
ing up o the bullying of his be-
loved Communist party in order to

uphold the bipartisan role of a
Speaker.

STEPHEN HAWKING
He was known for his ground-

breaking work regarding black
holes and relativity and were the
author of several popular science
books including ‘A brief History
of Time.’

JAMAL KHASHOGGI
Once again the world saw how

a sword silenced the pen for tak-
ing on the mighty Saudi Empire.
No wonder, he was named Times
Person of the Year.

Years come and wind, but only
some make an everlasting mark
on the quality of human life.
2018 was one such year. While
there is a lot to look forward to in
2019, let’s profusely thank 2018
too. You will be missed.

Ramakant Achrekar passes away
Mumbai : Ramakant

Achrekar, who has honed a
battery of Test cricketers
including Sachin Tendulkar,
died at his residence here on
Wednesday. He was 86.

Achrekar served as a cricket
coach on the Mumbai maidans
for more than four three decades
until he was paralysed in the
late 1990s. At least a dozen of
disciples — including
Balwinder Singh Sandhu,
Chandrakant Pandit, Lalchand
Rajput, Tendulkar, Vinod
Kambli, Pravin Amre, Sameer
Dighe, Ajit Agarkar, Paras
Mhambrey, Ramesh Powar —
represented India in Tests and
many others succeeded in first-
class cricket.

“Cricket in heaven will be
enriched with the presence of
Achrekar sir. Like many of his
students, I learnt my ABCD of
cricket under Sir’s guidance,”
Tendulkar said of his beloved
coach-cum-mentor. “His
contribution to my life cannot

be captured in words. He built
the foundation that I stand on.”

Tendulkar, along with
Kambli and Amre, visited
Achrekar’s residence in
Dadar and paid their respect.
The last rites will be per-
formed on Thursday morn-
ing.

In recognition of his

contribution as coach, he
was honoured with the
Dronacharya Award in 1990.
Later in 2010, he was
awarded the Padma Shri.

After being a regular on
the Mumbai maidans in the
1940s and 1950s, he founded
the Kamath Memorial Cricket
Club at Shivaji Park in Dadar

and continued to hone budding
youngsters till he had a paralytic
attack in the late 1990s. He was
considered to be among the
most selfless coaches in local

cricket.
Besides grooming

cricketers, such was
his emphasis on
discipline that many
of proteges have
developed into
coaches of repute.
Rajput has coached
three international
teams, while Pandit
and Amre are among
the most respected
and successful
coaches in domestic
cricket. Mhambrey is
the bowling coach of
India A while
Sulakshan Kulkarni
and Amol Muzumdar
have been excelling
as coaches in the
domestic arena and

Indian Premier League. Dinesh
Lad, the coach of Rohit Sharma
and father of Mumbai captain
Siddhesh, is also a protege of
Achrekar.
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